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NSD
SUDHA : SAPNA DP-I 24.03.2026
NITIN GADKARI-NHAI

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari has said
that in a democratic system, for the benefit of common people, the
government believed in the decentralisation and monetisation of public
assets. Gadkari today launched the NHAI-sponsored Raajmarg Infra
Investment Trust, which was listed on the BSE and received a strong
response from investors. The maiden public issue of the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)-sponsored Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust (RIIT)
was listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) today on March 24, 2026.

The listing ceremony was held in the presence of Union Minister for
Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari, along with senior officials from
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) and NHAL.

Addressing the event, Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari further said that since 2014, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the government had undertaken several major
infrastructure initiatives. He noted that during the government’s first tenure,
nearly X3 lakh crore worth of stressed and non-performing infrastructure
projects were turned profitable, and investments were successfully returned
to investors.

Gadkari said that the situation had significantly improved now, as the
government ensured that all necessary clearances from different ministries
were obtained in advance, thereby reducing risks associated with such
projects. The minister also acknowledged that there had initially been
skepticism about launching the initiative, but the strong response from
investors had boosted the government’s confidence. Gadkari further said that



the government possessed a large pool of infrastructure assets and, if utilised
effectively, investments of up to X8 lakh crore could be mobilised for
infrastructure development, which would significantly boost the country’s
economy.

The RIIT IPO received an overwhelming response from investors and
was oversubscribed nearly 14 times, witnessing participation from a wide
range of investor categories. The strong subscription reflected growing
investor confidence in India’s growth story, the strength of its financial
markets, and the Government of India’s transparent and reform-oriented
asset monetisation programme. The NHAI-sponsored Raajmarg Infra
Investment Trust has been designed to unlock the value of operational
National Highway assets while providing a high-quality, long-term investment
opportunity, particularly for retail and domestic investors. The initiative is
considered a significant step towards broadening public participation in the
National Highways sector and further strengthening the country’s
infrastructure financing ecosystem.
<><>BHAVANA GOKHALE/MUMBAI/MAIL/1209 HRS

SUDHA : SAPNA DPP 24.03.2026
LS-FARMER INCOME

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said the
income of farmers in the country has increased significantly due to the
sustained efforts taken by the Central government. Replying to
supplementaries during Question Hour in the Lok Sabha today, Mr Chouhan
said, incomes of the farmers have not only doubled, but in several cases have
tripled and even increased up to eight times. He said, the agriculture budget,
which was only about 19 thousand 306 crore rupees, has now been increased
to more than one lakh 30 thousand crore rupees. He said that the food grain
production in the country has increased by 44 per cent since 2014.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)

The Minister said that under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi, farmers are provided a financial assistance of six thousand rupees per
year directly into their bank accounts.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1142

TRIPTI MP-I 24.03.2026
PARLIAMENT TODAY



In Lok Sabha today, the discussion on The Finance Bill, 2026 will
resume. The bill seeks to give effect to the financial proposals of the Central
Government for the financial year 2026-2027. Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had moved the bill in the House yesterday. Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Dr Virendra Kumar to move the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 bill. The bill seeks to amend the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019. In the Rajya Sabha today, the house
will take up The Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 2026 for further discussion. It
seeks to authorize payment and appropriation of certain sums from and out
of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the financial year
2026-27. After the discussion, the legislation will be returned to the Lok
Sabha. The Lower House passed the legislation last week.

<><>SAUMYA/0733

TRIPTI MP-I 24.03.2026
WORLD TB DAY

Today is World Tuberculosis Day. The day is observed on 24th March
every year to raise awareness about the devastating health, social and
economic consequences of Tuberculosis (TB) and to step up efforts to end
the global epidemic. The day is observed to commemorate the anniversary of
Dr. Robert Koch’s discovery of the TB bacteria in 1882. President Droupadi
Murmu in her message said that Tuberculosis continues to pose a significant
public health challenge, affecting millions of lives across the world. President
Murmu noted that the TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan has made a remarkable
progress in expanding early diagnosis, ensuring free treatment,
strengthening nutritional support and improving patient care. The president
added that this progress underscores the shared determination and the
strength of the National TB Elimination Programme. She urged all
stakeholders to work together with collective resolve to end tuberculosis once
and for all. This year’s theme is “Yes! We Can End TB. The theme offers an
opportunity to reflect on ongoing efforts and encourage stronger
commitment at local, national and international levels to end TB, by
combating the growing threat of drug-resistant TB.

<><>SAUMYA/0755

TRIPTI :: JAIRA) MP-1 24.03.2026

LEH - INDUS RIVER PROJECT
In Ladakh, Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena has launched the



Indus River Green Corridor eco-restoration project near Leh yesterday,
marking World Forest Day. The initiative aims to boost green cover and
restore ecology through community participation. Around one thousand
saplings of indigenous species were planted, with parallel plantation drives
underway across Leh. The Lieutenant Governor said the project is a unique
cold desert riverbank restoration effort and reaffirmed India’s commitment to
combating land degradation under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
YANGCHAN DOLMA/LEH /MAIL/0729

TRIPTI MP 1 24.03.26
INDIAN EMBASSY - QATAR ADVISORY

The Indian Embassy in Doha informed that Qatar Airways operated
twenty-five flights to India between the 20th and 22™ of this month, carrying
around seven thousand seven hundred and fifty Indian nationals. As advised
by Qatar Airways earlier, flight ticket bookings can be made through Qatar
Airways website, App or through travel agents. The advisory issued by the
Embassy urged the Indian community to closely follow and abide by the
guidelines and advisories issued by the authorities in Qatar. It said that the
local authorities have emphasised that adhering to the instructions of
competent authorities, and the security and safety teams in workplaces,
enhances safe behaviour inside buildings. In view of the decision to gradually
resume physical classes in educational institutions, the Indian Embassy
requested to adhere to guidelines on emergency response procedures,
including shelter-in-place measures within educational facilities. The
Embassy also informed that the Ambassador met with a group of parents
representing Indian students who are scheduled to appear for the JEE and
NEET examinations. It said that it is in close coordination with the National
Testing Agency in India and will keep all concerned inform about further
developments and updates. The Embassy continues to operate its Control
Room along with helplines, email and WhatsApp services to address queries
and concerns of the Indian community members.

TRIPTI :: JAIRA] MP-I 24.03.2026
GOVT-EXPORTERS

Government has restored the rates and value caps under the Remission
of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products-RoDTEP Scheme for all eligible
export products with effect from yesterday. In a statement, the Ministry of



Commerce and Industry said, this move has been made to support Exporters
amid West Asia trade disruptions. It said that the restored rates shall be those
that came into force from 22nd February this year, thereby withdrawing the
earlier restriction of 50 percent. This step is intended to provide timely
support to Indian exporters facing elevated freight costs and war-related
trade risks arising from disruptions in the Gulf and the wider West Asia
maritime corridor. The Ministry also said that the decision reflects the
Government’s continued commitment to ensuring a stable, responsive, and
supportive policy environment for exporters, while sustaining India’s export
competitiveness in a challenging global environment.

TRIPTI DP1I 24.03.26
RAJNATH- RAISING DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has extended his greetings to all the
ranks of the Assam Rifles on the occasion of their Raising Day. In a social
media post, the Defence Minister said, the force has played a vital role in the
country’s security apparatus by safequarding border areas. He lauded their
unwavering commitment to ensuring the security of the North-Eastern part of
the country and described their service as highly commendable.

<><>SAUMYA/BHANU/1001

TRIPTI::SAPNA DP-1 24.03.2026
VAISHNO DEVI PILGRIMS

In Jammu and Kashmir the holy shrine of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi is
witnessing a massive surge in pilgrim footfall during the ongoing Navratri
festival, with more than 2 lakh devotees having paid obeisance in the first six
days. Our Correspondent reports, yatra is proceeding smoothly despite the
heavy rush. The base camp at Katra and the track leading to the Bhawan
remain crowded throughout the day and night. The Shrine Board has
strengthened facilities including security, crowd management, sanitation,
and medical services to ensure a safe and comfortable pilgrimage for all
visitors. Additional staff and security personnel have been deployed to handle
the increased rush. The authorities have urged devotees to follow guidelines
and cooperate with officials to ensure smooth movement along the yatra
route. The number of pilgrims expected to increase in the coming days.
<><> N.GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/MAIL/1006

SUDHA DP-I 24.03.2026
MoHFW- WEIGHT LOSS DRUGS



The Drugs Controller of India has intensified regulatory surveillance
against unauthorized sale and promotion of GLP-1 based Weight Loss Drugs.
The move comes amid growing concerns over the increasing availability of
multiple generic variants of these drugs in the Indian market, through retail
pharmacies, online platforms, wholesalers, and wellness clinics. The Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare said that these drugs, when used without
proper medical supervision, may lead to serious adverse effects and related
health risks. Taking cognizance of the situation, India’s Drugs Controller, in
collaboration with State Regulators, has initiated a series of targeted actions
to curb possible malpractices across the pharmaceutical supply chain and
prevent unauthorized sales and use. The Ministry noted that an advisory was
issued on the 10th of this month, directing manufacturers to avoid surrogate
advertisements and any form of indirect promotion that could mislead
consumers or encourage off-label usage. It added that regulatory
surveillance will continue to be intensified in the coming weeks and
non-compliances will be dealt strictly with actions including cancellation of
licenses, penalties, and prosecution under applicable laws.

The Health Ministry advised the citizens to use such medications only
under the guidance of qualified medical practitioners. The Ministry said, the
drug has been approved in the country with condition of prescription by
Endocrinologists and Internal Medicine Specialist and for some indications by
Cardiologists only.

<><><> VISHNU/1111 HRS



