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UP - RAM NAVAMI

In Uttar Pradesh, the festival of Ram Navami is being celebrated today with
religious fervor. The main attraction of the celebration is in Ayodhya where
Soorya Snan will take place at Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple which will
be telecast live by Doordarshan. Thousands of devotees have gathered in
Ayodhya for the celebrations of Ram Navami. people are taking bath in
Saryu river and Ram ki Paidi before doing darshans of lord Rama in
different temples. More than 5000 temples of Ayodhya are decorated in
Grand manner to celebrate the birthday of lord Rama. At Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple, after abhishekam of Lord Ram in the morning, the



Surya Tilak will take place in the sanctum sanctorum at exactly 12:00
noon, when a beam of sunlight will fall on the forehead of the deity for
approximately four minutes, creating a divine and historic spectacle. After
that, 56 offerings will be made. A 'phool bangla' has been decorated in the
sanctum sanctorum of the temple on this occasion. The temple will remain
open for darshan from early morning till late at night to accommodate the
large influx of pilgrims. Another grand celebration will take place on the
banks of Mandakini river in Chitrakoot today evening where around 22 lakh
Diyaas will be lit as part of Grand celebration on ramnavami.

JAISHANKAR - G7 FMM

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar highlighted the urgency of UNSC
reforms, streamlining peacekeeping operations, and strengthening
humanitarian supply chains at the G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (G7 FMM)
session yesterday. The G7 FMM is being held at Abbaye des-Vaux-de-
Cernay in France. Dr Jaishankar said in a social media post that he spoke
about reform of global governance. He specifically raised Global South’s
concerns about energy challenges, fertiliser supplies and food security. The
External Affairs Minister is on a two day visit to France to attend the G7
Foreign Ministers' Meeting.

REV EVE KERALAM NOMINATION

The deadline for the withdrawal of nomination papers for the Assembly
elections in Keralam ended today. A total of 117 candidates withdrew their
nominations from the 140 Assembly constituencies in Keralam. Earlier,
2,125 nominations were filed for the 140 constituencies, of which 1,651
were accepted. Meanwhile, 357 nominations were rejected during scrutiny.
In the meanwhile, Chief Electoral Officer informed that final voters list for
the Assembly elections has been published today.

ASSAM CAMPAIGN

In Assam, with just a fortnight remaining for polling, the campaign for the
Assembly elections has gathered significant momentum across the state.
Political parties have intensified their outreach, with candidates actively
engaging voters through rallies, public meetings, and door-to-door
campaigns. In Jorhat, one of the most high-profile constituencies, Gaurav
Gogoi, the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee President and Congress



candidate, held a series of election meetings and rallies today. He is in a
contest with BJP candidate and sitting MLA Hitendra Nath Goswami. Mr.
Goswami also carried out extensive campaigning, reaching out to voters
and highlighting various development works done during the BIP term.
While Gaurav Gogoi is being projected as a chief ministerial face by the
Congress, Jorhat is a bastion of Hitendra Nath Goswami, and he is aiming
to win the seat for a sixth term. Senior BJP Leader and Chief Minister
Hemanta Biswa Sarma also held election rallies a several key constituencies
today. Union Home Minister Amit Shah will visit Assam on the 29th of this
month to address election rallies in Tihu and Dhekiajuli constituencies in
support of BJP candidates. The Congress and its alliance partners have also
lined up their star campaigners for the coming days.<><>

TRIPURA-ASSEMBLY ELECTION

The election process for the Dharmanagar Assembly by-election has gained
momentum, with the deadline for withdrawal of nominations concluded
today. Sub-Divisional Magistrate and Returning Officer for the election,
Debjani Chowdhury informed that none of the six candidates withdrew
their nominations. The contest will now feature candidates from five
political parties, including the ruling BJP, along with one independent
candidate.

AP - BUS ACCIDENT

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu has announced an ex-
gratia of five lakh rupees each to the families of those who lost lives in the
bus accident near Rayavaram in Markapuram district yesterday. He also
directed that two lakh rupees each be paid to those who sustained serious
injuries and are currently undergoing treatment. The State Cabinet
expressed deep grief over the loss of lives in the accident and conveyed its
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families. The Chief Minister
instructed officials to ensure the best possible medical treatment for the
injured and to closely monitor their recovery. szHe further ordered a
comprehensive inquiry into the Rayavaram accident and directed that
appropriate action be taken based on the findings.

REV EVE WEST ASIA — CONFLICT
The West Asia conflict has intensified over the past six hours, with Israel
reporting fresh strikes inside Iran and expanding operations across



Lebanon. Israeli officials say their forces carried out a wave of attacks in
the central Iranian city of Isfahan and confirmed the killing of Alireza
Tangsiri, a senior commander in Iran’s Revolutionary Guard navy,
describing him as a key figure behind attempts to disrupt shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz. Israeli forces also struck targets in southern Lebanon,
including Tyre and Kfar Roummane, while issuing evacuation warnings to
residents south of the Zahrani River. One Israeli soldier was reported killed
during combat operations. Lebanon’s Health Ministry says at least 1,094
people have been killed in Israeli strikes since the second of March,
including more than 120 children, as fighting continues in southern areas.
Meanwhile, the Syrian army has reportedly reinforced positions along the
Syrian-Lebanese border to prevent spillover. United States has stepped up
pressure on Tehran, warning of further consequences if negotiations fail.
Iranian officials have rejected a U.S. ceasefire proposal, calling it
maximalist, and instead presented their own conditions for any deal. health
authorities in Iran updated the death toll from the conflict to at least 1,937.
In the United Arab Emirates, air defences intercepted 15 ballistic missiles
and 11 drones launched from Iran today.

TRUMP-HORMUZ DEADLINE

US President Donald Trump has extended his deadline for Iran to open the
Strait of Hormuz to April 6. In a social media post, Trump said he will hold
off on bombing Iran's energy plants. Meanwhile, thousands more US troops
neared the region.

PUTIN-GULF CONFLICT

Russian President Vladimir Putin has said that no one can foresee Gulf
conflict's grave consequences for the world. He compared the situation
with Covid pandemic which globally impacted life and slowed down growth.

Balendra Shah

Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) leader Balendra Shah will be sworn-in as
Prime Minister of Nepal today. The swearing-in ceremony will be held at
the President's Office in Sheetal Niwas in Kathmandu at 12.34 pm local
time. Balendra Shah was elected as the leader of the RSP Parliamentary
party yesterday, paving his way to become Nepal's youngest elected prime
minister.



IPL - SECOND PHASE

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has released the schedule
for the second phase of the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2026. The details
regarding the venues for the Playoffs will be shared at a later date.

KHELO INDIA

On the second day of Khelo India Tribal Games, competitions in swimming,
weightlifting, hockey and football were held in Chhattisgarh yesterday.
Karnataka swimmer Manikanta L. clinched the gold medal in the 200
metres individual medley, completing a hat-trick of gold medals.. In the
medal tally, Karnataka is leading with eight gold, three silver medals and
one bronze medals, while Odisha is in second place with five gold, one
siver and eight bronze medals. On the third day today, events in
swimming, weightlifting, hockey, football and wrestling will be held.



