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SUDHA EP-I
03.03.2026
DEFENCE CONTRACTS
Ministry of Defence today signed contracts worth a total of five
thousand eighty three crore rupees for the acquisition of six Advanced
Light Helicopters (ALH) Mk-II (Maritime Role) for the Indian Coast Guard

and Surface-to-Air Vertical Launch - Shtil missiles for the Indian Navy. The



contracts were inked in the presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh in New Delhi.

The contract for Advanced Light Helicopters along with operational
role equipment valued at two thousand nine hundred one crore rupees, has
been inked with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, Bengaluru. These twin-
engine helicopters incorporate state-of-the-art features superior to the
currently operated airborne platforms. They are also capable of
undertaking a wide spectrum of maritime security missions from shore-
based airfields as well as from ships at sea. The induction will significantly
enhance the Indian Coast Guard’s capability for fulfilling the duties of
safety and protection of artificial islands, offshore installations, and
protection of fishermen and marine environment.

The Ministry in a statement said, while the contract for the
procurement of Surface-to-Air Vertical Launch - Shtil missiles valued at two
thousand one hundred eighty two crore rupees has been signed with JSC
Rosoboronexport, Russian Federation. The acquisition is intended to
substantially enhance the air defence capabilities of frontline warships
against a wide spectrum of aerial threats. The contract further underscores
the longstanding and time-tested defence partnership between India and

Russia, founded on mutual trust and strategic alignment.

<><><>BHANU/ANAND/1556

SANJIO EP-I 03-03-2026

VP- SHIVRAJ



Union Minister for Rural Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Minister of State Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani today called on Vice-
President C. P. Radhakrishnan at Parliament House in New Delhi. During
the meeting, the Vice-President was briefed on various initiatives of the
Ministry aimed at rural transformation and public welfare, including housing
for all, rural employment, skilling and capacity building and community
infrastructure. He was also apprised of key government schemes such as
Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin), Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Awaas Yojana - Gramin and other flagship programmes. The Vice-President
appreciated the Rural Development Ministry for the transformative

initiatives being undertaken in the rural development sector.

<<<>>> SHIVANG/BHANU/1536

SUDHA ::SWATI DP-I 03.03.2026
KASHMIR SITUATION-DAY-2

In Jammu & Kashmir, the normal life has been affected across
Kashmir region on the 2nd consecutive day due to restrictions imposed
across all districts of Kashmir following protests in parts of Valley against
the killing of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatullah Syed Ali Khamenei in US
Israel bombing in Iran. The precautionary measures have been taken to
maintain law and order, ensure a peaceful atmosphere and prevent any
untoward incidents in view of the prevailing situation.

All government and private schools and colleges are closed for the
2nd day today in Kashmir region. Examinations have also been postponed
until further notifications are issued from the respective institutions.

The security has been beefed up throughout the region with
additional deployments of police and paramilitary personnel in the sensitive
areas. Security personnel are conducting patrols while checkpoints have



been established to regulate movement.

The City Centre Lal Chowk in Srinagar has been sealed and declared
out of bounds for both pedestrians and vehicular movement. The shops in
the commercial hub and other areas in the region are shut whileas public
transport is off the roads in most of the areas in Srinagar and elsewhere in
the region. Other parts of Srinagar have also witnessed restrictions,
particularly in downtown areas and major intersections considered sensitive
in view of Shia muslim dominated pockets in Srinagar and elsewhere in
Kashmir region. However, thin private transport is plying in almost all parts
of Kashmir barring restricted areas.

The government employees are being allowed to proceed to their
respective offices on the basis of identity though the working in
government and private sector offices and establishments has been largely
affected across Kashmir. However, the hospitals and all other emergency
services are smoothly operational across the region.

SUDHA DP-1I 03-03-2026
EARTHQUAKE - IRAN
An earthquake of magnitude 4.3 struck near the Gerash city in

southern Iran today. According to the United States Geological Survey, the
quake occurred at a shallow depth of around 10 kilometers. No serious
damage or casualties has been reported so far. Southern Iran is part of a
seismically active zone known as the Zagros belt, where earthquakes are
common due to tectonic movement.

TAPAN/CHIRAG/NET/1329 HRS
SANJIO DP-I

03-03-2026
INDIAN EMBASSY IRAN

Due to the heightened risk perception in Tehran city, the Embassy of



India in Iran has relocated most Indian students who were in Tehran to
safer locations outside the city. In an advisory, the Embassy said it has
made arrangements for their transportation, food, and accommodation. It
added that only a small number of students who declined the Embassy's
offer remain in Tehran.

The Embassy has urged other Indian students and Indian nationals
who still remain in Iran to stay where they are, remain indoors as far as
possible, and stay away from windows. They have been asked to exercise
due caution at all times and avoid areas of protests or demonstrations.
<<<>>> Suparna/1613
SANJIO::RZ EP-II

03.03.2026

EVE. NEPAL ELECTION

More than 18 million Nepalese will exercise their vote on march 5 to
elect their new leader. 48 hours before election in the Silence Period there
is no political campaign happening. All preparation for elections are
complete and Election Commission of Nepal has strictly enforced election
code of conduct for fair and just elections. Here's more from our Special
correspondent in Kathmandu:

DISPATCH - SWETA SINGH

The upcoming March 5 General election in Nepal will be

historic in witnessing 8 million gen z youth voting for the first
time. Every voter will be given two signed ballot papers, one for




first past the post voting to their desired candidate in their
constituency; while the other ballot will be for proportional
representation to choose the party they want to lead them at the
center. Schools, hospitals and government buildings are being
used as polling stations where voting time will be 7 am to 5 pm.
Voters can exercise their voting rights by showing their approved

identity cards.
There are 165 electoral constituencies for the House of

Representatives. These constituencies are determined by
geography and population for the First-Past-The-Post system. An
additional 110 members are elected through a proportional

representation system, totaling 275 members in the lower House.
As many as 3,406 candidates from 65 political parties

including independents are contesting for the March 5 election.
For the Proportional Representation category, only 63 parties

have submitted the closed list of the candidates. Sweta Singh,
Akashvani News, Kathmandu.

<><><> SWETA SINGH/ KATHMANDU/ MAIL/ 1614

SUDHA DP-II 03-03-2026
DAY. WEST ASIA CONFLICT (ALL STORIES FROM DAY POOL)
Conflict in West Asia has intensified as Iran and joint Israeli-US forces
launched new waves of missile and drone attacks. As per latest reports,
Israel is currently conducting simultaneous targeted strikes against military
targets in Tehran and Beirut. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said that its
soldiers are operating in southern Lebanon and are positioned at several
points near the border area as part of an enhanced forward defense
posture. It further said that Israel is conducting targeted strikes against
Hezbollah's infrastructure. Israel also alleged that Hezbollah chose to
attack Israel on behalf of the Iranian regime.




The IDF has also confirmed that the Commander of Palestinian
Islamic Jihad (P1J), Abu Hamza Rami, has been killed in Beirut in Israel
strikes. In a statement, the IDF said that Abu Hamza Rami's elimination
has significantly degraded PIJ’s ability to carry out operations against
Israel. In another strike, the Israeli forces also killed the head of
Hezbollah’s intelligence headquarters, Hussein Makled, in Beirut.

Moreover, the United States Central Command has said that the US
forces have destroyed Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRCG) command
and control facilities, Iranian air defense capabilities, missile and drone
launch sites, and military airfields during sustained operations. In a social
media post, the CENTCOM said that US will continue to take decisive action
against imminent threats posed by the Iranian regime. Meanwhile, six US
service members have been killed in action so far.

On the other hand, the Iranian state media said that a
command building at a US air base in Bahrain has been destroyed.
Bahrainian Ambassador to the US, Abdulla bin Rashid bin Abdulla
Al Khalifa, said that Bahrain’s air defenses intercepted 70 Iranian
ballistic missiles and 59 drones targeting the Kingdom. He also
alleged attack on civilian sites in Bahrain from Tehran.

The U.S. embassy in Saudi Arabia’s Riyadh was also hit by
two drones from Tehran. The drone strike resulted in a limited fire
and minor material damage. Reacting to the attack, US President
Donal Trump said to a private media outlet that US will retaliate.

CB/CHIRAG/ANI/NET/1316 HRS

SUDHA DP-I 03-03-2026
REV PM - WEBINAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India continues to be a
beacon of hope for the world with its strong economy. He said, as India
emerges as a beacon of hope for the world, rapid economic development
has become the cornerstone for realizing the vision of Viksit Bharat.
Addressing a post-budget webinar on the theme Sustaining and

Strengthening Economic Growth, through video conferencing, Mr Modi



said, today, the world is looking for reliable and resilient manufacturing
partners. He said, India has the opportunity to become a key player in this
direction.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, government intention and resolve are clear
to Build more, produce more, connect more and Export more. Prime
Minister said, India has entered into free trade agreements with many
countries and doors of vast opportunities have opened up for the country.
He said, it is everyones responsibility to never compromise on quality and
the products should be of global standard.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi exhorted industries to step up investment in
research and development and focus on quality. He said, to bring about
ground-level changes, industry, financial institutions, and state
governments must work together to make it a reality. He said, the budget
includes provisions for the Biopharma Shakti Mission, which aims to
establish India as a global hub for biologics and next-generation therapies.
He said, the mission seeks to position the country as a leader in advanced
biopharma research and manufacturing.

Prime Minister Modi said, today a major transformation is
taking place in the world economy. He said, the markets no longer
focus only at cost but also looking at sustainability. He added that
the industries that invest early in clean technologies will gain
better access to emerging markets in the years ahead. Mr Modi

said, the reforms introduced by the government in the MSME



sector are showing a wide impact. He said, the development of a
high-capacity transport system, better coordination between
railways, highways, ports, airports, and waterways, and the
expansion of multi-modal connectivity are essential to reduce
logistic costs.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1256



