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NSD
NEELAM DP-1 19/02/2026
REV. PM-AI IMPACT SUMMIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India not only develops
new technology but also adopts it rapidly. Inaugurating the India Al Impact
Summit 2026 at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi this morning, Mr Modi
said, India is the centre of the world's largest tech pool. He said, it is a
matter of pride for the India and the Global South that the AI summit is
being organised in New Delhi. The Prime Minister said, Artificial Intelligence
marks a transformative chapter in human history. He said, in the course of
human history, there have been certain turning points that shaped entire
centuries. Mr Modi said, these turning points set the direction of civilisation
and transform the pace of development. He said, Al is making machines
intelligent and at the same time, it is multiplying human capabilities many
times over. The Prime Minister said, today's journey from Machine Learning
to Learning Machine is not only rapid, but also profound and extensive. He
said, therefore, we must keep the vision grand and fulfill the responsibility
with equal magnitude. He added that along with the present generation,
we must also be concerned about what form of AI we will hand over to the
coming generations. Mr Modi stressed on democratising Al saying it must
become a tool for inclusion and empowerment, particularly for the Global
South.

In his address, French President Emmanuel Macron said, last year
when France and India co-hosted the Al Action Summit in Paris, a global
guiding principle was set for technologies that would transform the
societies and the economies. He said, Artificial Intelligence will be an
enabler for the humanity to innovate faster, to facilitate healthcare, energy,
mobility, agriculture, and public services for the good of mankind. Mr
Macron said, India built something that no other country in the world has
built. He said, a digital identity for 1.4 billion people, a payment system
that now processes 20 billion transactions every month and health
infrastructure that has issued 500 million digital health IDs.

(BYTE : MACRON)

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres said, AI must belong to

everyone. He said, future of AI cannot be decided by a handful of



countries. Mr Guterres called for a global fund on Al to build basic facilities
in developing countries.
(BYTE : GUTERRES)

Welcoming the world leaders attending the summit Union Electronics
and Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the
government is working on all the 5 layers of the AI stack. He added that
the government treats Compute as public good. He added that
Government has created a Common Compute Platform that provides
access to 38 thousand GPUs at affordable rates for startups, researchers,
academic institutions, and students. He further said that another 20
thousand GPUs will soon be added to the platform.Mr Vaishnaw said,
artificial intelligence is a foundational technology that is transforming how
people work, learn, and make decisions. He said, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi believes the true value of technology lies in ensuring its benefits
reach the masses.

(BYTE : VAISHNAW)
<><>ANUPAM/ANAND/ANKIT/VISHNU/1050

SHIVAJI-VP-PM

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today paid tributes to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj on his birth anniversary.
In a social media post, Mr. Radhakrishnan called Shivaji the architect of
Swarajya, protector of dharma, a fearless warrior, and a champion of
people-centric governance.

In another social media post, Prime Minister Modi said that the

Country bows in reverence to the visionary leader, exceptional
administrator, strategic thinker and champion of Swarajya. Mr Modi further
expressed hope that Chhatrapati Shivaji's courage inspires all the citizens
and his spirit of justice and self-respect strengthen the society.

PM- PARAMAHAMSA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tributes to Swami Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa on his birth anniversary. In a social media post, Mr Modi
said that the way Swami Ramakrishna Paramahamasa established
spirituality and meditation as life-giving forces, it will continue to benefit
humanity in every age. The Prime Minister added that Swami Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa’s good thoughts and messages will always remain a source
of inspiration.



NEELAM::SUMIT DP-I 19.02.2026
RAMADAN FASTING BEGINS

The holy month of Ramadan for the muslims began in Chennai this
morning. Early morning prayers were offered at the mosques when fasting
began. According to the Government Chief Kazi Haji Usman Muhaideen
said that the moon was sighted yesterday evening for the Ramadan
season. The fasting will end after 30 days when Ramzan is celebrated.

JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/0951

SHUKLA MP-1 19.02.26
COFFEE REAX - IND US DEAL

The coffee sector has hailed the interim trade agreement between
India and the United States of America. Talking to Akashvani News,
Bengaluru-based coffee roaster Srikanth Rao said that the deal will
increase investment in the coffee sector. He added that the reduction in
tariffs will boost exports, providing long-term benefits for the farmers
involved in this sector.

(BYTE - SRIKANTH RAO IN GNR MAIL)

CB/PRIYA/SAMARTH/0717

FCI - (MoU)

Food Corporation of India (FCI) and World Food Programme (WFP) have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the supply of rice in
support of global humanitarian operations aimed at combating hunger.
Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution has
informed that FCI will supply two lakh metric tonnes of rice to WFP under
the MoU. Department of Food and Public Distribution, Secretary Sanjeev
Chopra said, this agreement showcases the country's resolve to ensure no
one goes hungry.

NEELAM :: KAMINI DP-I 19.02.2026
AMIT SHAH-ASSAM VISIT

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Mr. Amit Shah, will
be visiting Assam tomorrow for a two-day visit that underscores the
Centre’s focus on national security, border development, and regional
progress. On the first leg of his tour, the Home Minister will travel to



Silchar in the Barak Valley. He is scheduled to visit Natanpur village in the
Katigorah area near the Indo-Bangladesh border. During this visit, Mr.
Shah will personally review the security arrangements and the progress of
border fencing to curb illegal immigration and trans-border crimes. In a
major boost to border infrastructure, the Home Minister will officially
launch the second phase of the Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP 2.0) from
Silchar. This centrally-funded initiative aims to transform border villages
into self-reliant hubs with modern roads, telecom connectivity, and
sustainable livelihood opportunities.

Moving to Guwahati on February 21st, Mr. Shah will grace the 87th
Annual Raising Day Parade of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) at
the Sarusajai Stadium. This marks the first time the CRPF is holding its
national anniversary parade in the Northeast. The event will feature a
grand ceremonial march, a showcase of modern weaponry, and operational
briefings on the force’s success in internal security.

The visit also carries political significance as the state prepares for
the Assembly Elections scheduled for April 2026. The Home Minister is
expected to hold high-level meetings with the state leadership to discuss
developmental milestones and the party’s strategy for the upcoming polls.
<><><>Saswati Bhattacharjee, Silchar/MAIL/1133 HRS

NEELAM :: KAMINI DP-I 19.02.2026
FISHERMEN RELEASE

Eleven fishermen who were arrested by the Sri Lankan Navy and
released from Srilankan Prison reached Chennai. Of the eleven fishermen,
four hailed from Ramanathapuram, and the other seven fishermen
belonged to Nagapattinam and Mayiladuthurai districts. They were arrested
in July last year and were caught by the Srilankan Navy for trespassing into
international waters. They were released from Srilankan Prisons and
handed over to Indian immigration authorities.
<><><>Joy/Chennai /MAIL/1137 HRS

IMD

India Meteorological Department has forecast thunderstorms with lightning
and gusty winds is expected over Andaman and Nicobar Islands today.
According to the IMD, maximum temperatures are likely to fall by two to
four degree Celsius across parts of Northwest India till monday. Also,
minimum temperatures are expected to rise by two to four degree Celsius



over Gujarat and Maharashtra during the next two days.

SHUKLA MP-I1 19.02.2026
ICC MEN'S T20

In the ICC Men's T20 Cricket World Cup, defending champions India
beat the Netherlands by 17 runs in the final Group A fixture at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad last night. Electing to bat first, India
posted 193 for six in the stipulated 20 overs, with Shivam Dube scoring 66
off 31 balls. In reply, the Netherlands managed 176 for seven in 20 overs.
Indian bowler Varun Chakaravarthy claimed three wickets, while Shivam
Dube picked up two. Dube was named Player of the Match for his
impressive all-round performance. India will next face South Africa in their
opening Super Eights match in Ahmedabad on Sunday.

Earlier yesterday, in another Group A fixture, Pakistan defeated
Namibia by 102 runs in Colombo to clinch the last remaining Super Eight
berth. Put in to bat first, Pakistan posted 199 for three in 20 overs. Chasing
the target, Namibia were all out for 97 in 17.3 overs.

In their final Group D match of the tournament, South Africa
defeated the UAE by six wickets at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi
yesterday. South Africa easily overhauled the target of 123, losing four
wickets in 13.2 overs, to enter the Super Eights. Batting first, the UAE
made 122 for six in 20 overs.

Today, West Indies will take on Italy at Eden Gardens in Kolkata at
11 AM, while Sri Lanka will face Zimbabwe in Colombo at 3 PM. Later,
Afghanistan will play Canada at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai
at 7 PM.

CB/BAIG/NET/0431



