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26.02.2026
EC - RS POLLS NOTIFICATION

The Election Commission has issued notification for biennial polls for
37 Rajya Sabha seats in 10 states. Nominations can be filed from today
till 5th March. Polling will be held on the 16th of next month.

Seven seats in Maharashtra, six seats in Tamil Nadu, five seats each
in Bihar and West Bengal, four seats in Odisha, three seats in Assam, two
seats each in Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Haryana, and one seat in
Himachal Pradesh are falling vacant.

Union Ministers Ramnath Thakur and Ramdas Athawale, Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh, NCP-SP leader Sharad Pawar, RLM
leader Upendra Kushwaha, Congress leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
AIADMK leader M Thambidurai, and DMK leader Tiruchi Shiva are among
those who are completing their tenure in the Upper House in April.

The Election Commission has directed that only integrated violet-



coloured sketch pens of pre-fixed specification, provided by the Returning
Officer, shall be used for the purpose of marking preferences on the ballot
paper. It said no other pen shall be used for marking preferences in the
Rajya Sabha elections. The Poll Body said that adequate measures for close
monitoring of the election process by appointing observers shall be taken
to ensure a free and fair election.

<><><>ANUPAM MISHRA/MAIL/1049
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26.02.2026
MAOISTS ENCOUNTER CHHATTISGARH

In Chhattisgarh, two Maoists were killed in an encounter with security
forces in Bijapur district today. Three rifles and other weapons and
ammunition have been recovered from the spot.

District Superintendent of Police Dr. Jitendra Yadav said, a joint team
of the security forces, had launched a search operation after receiving
information about the presence of Maoists in the Indravati river area of
Bijapur. During the operation, the Maoists ambushed the security team and
opened fire on the security personnel. In the retaliatory action by the
security forces, two Maoists were neutralised. Search operation is going on
in the area.

<><><>VIKALP SHUKLA/CHHATTISGARH /MAIL/1043

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India stands firmly and with full
conviction with Israel in the fight against terrorism. In a first-ever address
to Israeli parliament - Knesset by an Indian Prime Minister, Mr Modi
delivered a powerful message of solidarity with Israel, asserting that
terrorism anywhere threatens peace everywhere. In his landmark speech,
which received a huge applause by Israeli parliamentarians on a number of
occasions, Mr Modi showed India's strong resolve to combat terrorism with
full force.
[S/B-PM- TERRRORISM - 35 SECS]
<><><>

The Prime Minister conferred with the ‘Speaker of the Knesset Medal’

in recognition of his exceptional contribution to strengthening strategic



relations between India and Israel.The Indian Prime Minister is the first

leader to receive this medal, which is the highest honour of the Knesset,

the Israeli Parliament. The award was conferred by Knesset Speaker Amir

Ohana after Prime Minister Modi’s address at the Israeli Parliament.
<><><>
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26.02.2026
CANADA PM VISIT

Prime Minister of Canada, Mark Carney, will pay an official visit to
India from tomorrow untill to 2nd March. This will be Prime Minister
Carney’s first official visit to India. External Affairs Ministry said in a
statement that on Prime Minister Carney will arrive in Mumbai on the 27th
of this month. Over the next two days, he will participate in separate
business engagements, interact with Indian and Canadian CEOs, industry
and financial experts, innovators, educators as well as Canadian Pension
Funds based in India.

Prime Minister Carney will arrive in New Delhi on 1st of March. The
next day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Canadian Prime Minister
will hold delegation-level talks at Hyderabad House. Both leaders will
review the progress achieved till date across diverse areas of the India -
Canada Strategic Partnership. They will also take stock of ongoing
cooperation in key pillars including trade and investment; energy; critical
minerals; agriculture; education, research, and innovation; and people-to-
people ties. The two leaders will also exchange views on regional and
global developments.

Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister Carney are also scheduled to
attend the India-Canada CEOs Forum scheduled later in the day.

Our correspondent reports that the visit comes at an important
juncture in normalization of India-Canada bilateral relations. The two Prime
Ministers have earlier agreed to pursue a constructive and balanced
partnership grounded in mutual respect for each other’s concerns and
sensitivities, strong people-to-people ties, and growing economic
complementarities. The forthcoming meeting between the leaders will
provide an opportunity to reaffirm the positive momentum and shared
vision of India and Canada in building a forward-looking partnership.

<><><>SUPARNA/MAIL/1048
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GOYAL ENTREPRENEUR

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal has said,
India’s youth and innovation ecosystem are driving the growth story of the
country. He said this while delivering the keynote address at the EY
Entrepreneur of the Year Awards in Mumbai yesterday. The minister said,
passion, innovation and skilled manpower are India’s biggest competitive
strengths. He said, during the recent AI Summit held in New Delhi, strong
global response reflected the depth and maturity of India’s technology
ecosystem. The Commerce Minister asserted that, AI will transform
employment rather than eliminate it. He noted that India produces about
2.3 million STEM graduates every year and has a vast pool of young,
adaptable talent.

Calling AI the next big inflection point after the Y2K era, he said it
will create higher-value jobs, boost exports and increase demand for skills
in cyber security, data protection and system governance. Mr Goyal also
highlighted that India has signed nine Free Trade Agreements covering 38
countries, providing wider market access for Indian goods and services.

Congratulating the award winners, he said India’s growth journey will
continue relentlessly, powered by its entrepreneurs and youth, and urged
all stakeholders to work collectively to realise the vision of Viksit Bharat.

<><><>BHAVANA GOKHALE/MUMBAI/MAIL/1027
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DAY PM HM DM- VEER SAVARKAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh have paid tributes to the great revolutionary
freedom fighter Veer Savarkar on his death anniversary today. In a social
media post, Prime Minister Modi said, Veer Savarkar dedicated his life to
freeing the country from the shackles of slavery. He said, the freedom
fighter's personality and achievements will continue to inspire every
generation to serve the nation.

The Home Minister said, Veer Savarkar was one of the heroes of the
freedom movement who fought for independence from British rule and for
cultural freedom simultaneously. He added that Mr Savarkar provided the



ideological foundation for the freedom movement with his revolutionary
ideas and inspired the youth with his courageous campaigns, from India to
England. Mr Shah noted that Savarkar devoted his life to the eradication of
untouchability and the promotion of women’s education.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said, Veer Savarkar’s indomitable
courage, unparalleled sacrifice and unwavering dedication to the nation
mark a glorious chapter in India's freedom struggle.

<><><> ANKIT/ARZOO/1014

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has crossed the historic milestone of 100
million followers on Instagram, becoming the first world leader and
politician to achieve this feat on the platform. PM Modi joined Instagram in
2014. He has more than twice as many followers as US President Donald
Trump on Instagram. The total count of followers of the next five major
world leaders is lower than PM Modi's individual follower count.



