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SANT::KAVITA DP-II 08.02.2026
REV. DAY PM-MALAYSIA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today held bilateral talks with
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim in Kuala Lumpur.

During the talks, several MoUs were exchanged including cooperation
in disaster management, audiovisual co-production, combating and
preventing corruption, semiconductor development, and security.

Prime Minister Modi said the cooperation between the two sides will
expand in counter-terrorism, intelligence sharing, maritime security, and
defence.

He also said India’s stance on terrorism is clear that there can be no
double standards and no compromise on terrorism.

Prime Minister Modi also said that the two countries' cooperation is
growing in energy, infrastructure, manufacturing, and the digital economy.

He said collaboration will also deepen in artificial intelligence,
semiconductors, health, and food security.

The Prime Minister said India and Malaysia share a special bond as
maritime neighbours and highlighted the strong people-to-people links and
the presence of the Indian diaspora in Malaysia.

The Prime Minister highlighted cultural and educational ties, including
the Tamil language in Malaysia. He said the audiovisual agreement signed



today will promote film and music exchanges, especially Tamil films. He
also mentioned initiatives for youth, including university exchanges, skill
development, and startup programs.

Prime Minister Modi said India is committed to ASEAN centrality and
congratulated Malaysia on its chairmanship of ASEAN. He added that both
countries agreed to complete the review of the ASEAN-India Trade in
Goods Agreement (AITIGA) at the earliest.

He said the Indo-Pacific region is emerging as an engine of growth
and that India and Malaysia are working together for development, peace,
and stability in the region.

<>DURGESH/ KUALA
LUMPUR/ MAIL/ 0956 HRS

SANT::KAVITA DP-I 08.02.2026
DAY CHH'GH - AMIT SHAH

The Union Home and Cooperation Minister, Amit Shah, is holding two
high-level meetings in Raipur today to review security arrangements and
development projects in Left Wing Extremism-affected areas of
Chhattisgarh. Senior officials of the Central and State Governments, along
with representatives of security agencies, are participating in these
meetings. Later this evening, the Union Home Minister will attend the
National Conclave titled “"Chhattisgarh @25: Shifting the Lens” in Raipur as
the Chief Guest. Meanwhile, Mr Shah will be present at the closing
ceremony of the Bastar Pandum Festival, scheduled to be held in Jagdalpur
tomorrow. Mr Shah arrived in Raipur yesterday evening on a three-day visit
to Chhattisgarh.
<>VIKALP SHUKLA/ RAIPUR/ MAIL/ 1105 HRS

SUDHIR MP-I 08.02.2026
GOYAL-INDIA US PC

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said that the India-US
interim trade agreement is fair, equitable and balanced, and ensures
complete protection of farmers’ interests. He said agricultural and dairy
products adequately produced in India, including maize, wheat, rice, sugar,
soybean and poultry, have been kept outside tariff concessions. The
Minister added that the agreement aims to promote exports, generate
employment and advance India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047.



Briefing the media on the India-US Joint Statement in New Delhi
yesterday, Mr Goyal said that the earlier 50 per cent reciprocal tariff has
now been reduced to 18 per cent for Indian exports under the agreement.
He pointed out that India now enjoys lower tariff rates compared to its
neighbouring countries, including China, Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Vietnam. Mr Goyal highlighted that the deal safeguards the agriculture and
dairy sectors, while several agricultural products such as spices, tea,
coffee, cashew nuts, chestnuts, avocado, banana, mango, kiwi and papaya
will attract zero duty in the United States. He added that the trade
agreement has been welcomed across all sectors of the country.

BYTE — PIYUSH GOYAL

The Commerce and Industry Minister said the government aims to
raise India-US bilateral trade to 45 lakh crore rupees in the coming years.
He said new opportunities have opened up for investors following the
agreement and urged them to take advantage of them. He added that
MSMEs, artisans, weavers and youth engaged in export-oriented sectors
will be among the key beneficiaries.

BYTE — PIYUSH GOYAL
CB/SAKLEN/BHANU/ROHAN/0622 HRS

SUDHIR MP-II 08.02.2026
INDIA-EU FORUM

Greek Defence Minister Nikos Dendias has said India has become an
indispensable partner for Europe, underlining the growing strategic and
economic importance of India for the European Union and Greece in
particular. Speaking at the India-EU Forum 2026, Dendias said that
perceptions in Europe about India had evolved significantly over time. He
said, now India is necessary-to-have. Highlighting economic cooperation,
the Greek minister expressed strong support for the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between the European Union and India, saying it would deliver
substantial benefits. The inaugural India-EU Forum concluded in New Delhi
yesterday after two days of wide-ranging discussions on strengthening
cooperation between India and the European Union across trade, security,
technology and geopolitical domains.

<><>SANYUKTA/ANI/0637 HRS
SUDHIR DP-I 08.02.2026



CBDT- INCOME TAX
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has invited suggestions
from stakeholders on proposed Income-tax Rules and Forms related to the
Income Tax Act, 2025. The Income-tax Act, which received the assent of
the President in August last year, will come into force from the 1st of April
this year. The Ministry of Finance informed that ahead of the final
notification, the proposed Income Tax Rules and Forms have been
uploaded on the official website, incometaxindia.gov.in. Inputs have been
sought on simplification of language, reduction of litigation, lowering of
compliance burden, and identification of redundant or obsolete rules and
forms.
<><>PRIYA/NITIKA/1143HRS

SANT DP-II 08-02-26
DAY CRICKET - ICC T20 WORLD CUP

In Men's cricket, Afghanistan were ------- for ------ in ------ overs
against New Zealand in the fourth match of the T20 World Cup at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium today, when reports last came in.

Earlier, Afghanistan won the toss and elected to bat first .

In another fixtures today, England will face Nepal at the Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai at 03.00 pm, While Sri Lanka will be up against Ireland
at the R.Premadasa Stadium, Colombo. The match will start at 07.00 pm.
<>JPG/IANS/1115HRs

SANT::KAVITA DP-1 08.02.2026
MUMBAI-ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

In a major crackdown on illegal immigration, Mumbai Police have
arrested four Bangladeshi nationals for residing unlawfully in the city using
forged identity documents. Police officials today said the arrests were made
following a series of coordinated operations carried out in Malad East's
Pathanwadi area. According to the police, the operation was initiated after
an Anti-Terrorism Cell (ATC) officer attached to Kurar Police Station
received specific intelligence inputs about Bangladeshi nationals living
illegally in the area and sustaining themselves using fake identities. Acting
on the information, the Police conducted joint raids on 2nd, 4th and 6th



February.

During the raids, four suspects were detained from different locations
in Pathanwadi. Upon sustained interrogation, they admitted to being
Bangladeshi citizens who had entered India without valid travel or
immigration documents. A preliminary investigation led to the recovery of
several documents linked to their Bangladeshi nationality.

Police further confirmed that deportation proceedings to Bangladesh
have been initiated, and efforts are underway to obtain a Restriction Order
from the concerned authorities to ensure their lawful removal from the
country.
<>ANKITA APTE/ MUMBAI/ MAIL/ 1120 HRS



