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DAY. PM-WEBINAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the country is riding on the
Reform Express with Government simplifying processes, improved Ease of Doing
Business and expanding Technology-Led Governance. He emphasized that the
focus must not be limited to policy intent only but also on delivery excellence to
maintian this momentum. Addressing a Post Budget Webinar on "Technology,
Reforms and Finance for Viksit Bharat” today through video conferencing, Mr
Modi said, reforms should be evaluated not by announcements but by their
impact on the ground. He emphasized to increase transparency, speed and
accountability through the extensive use of AI, blockchain and data analytics.
The Prime Minister said, over the past decade, Government has placed a big
focus on infrastructure. He said, Government made this decision thoughtfully,
that India's development will happen only by preparing solid assets like
Highways, Railways, Ports, Digital Network, Power Systems. The Prime Minister
said, these will generate productivity for many decades to come. He said, this is
precisely why Public Capital Expenditure is being continuously increased. He
highlighted that 11 years ago only two lakh crore rupees were allocated in the
budget but in the latest union budget it has crossed 12 lakh crore rupees.

The Prime Minister said, the Budget is often evaluated on different
parameters. Sometimes the discussion revolves around stock market
movements, and at other times it focuses mainly on income tax proposals. Mr
Modi said, the truth is that the national Budget is not a short-term trading
document, it is a policy roadmap. He said, therefore, the effectiveness of the
Budget should also be assessed on solid and substantive parameters.

Mr Modi said that the webinar shouldn’t be limited to only a platform for
exchange of ideas, instead it must become brainstorming exercise. He said,
when Industry, Academia, Analyst and policy makers think together then
implementation of schemes becomes better and it delivers accurate results.
<><>ANUPAM/ANKIT/SAKLEN/1148
JAISHANKAR COUNCIL: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said that
terrorism is among the most egregious violations of human rights, and there can
be no justification, especially when innocent lives are targeted. Speaking through
a video link to the Human Rights Council in Geneva on Wednesday he said, in a
world marred by conflict, polarisation and uncertainty, India seeks to find and
expand common ground. The Minister said for the UN and Human Rights Council
to fully realise their commitment to human rights, they must advocate zero-
tolerance for terrorist acts. India was elected for the seventh time to the Human
Rights Council in October with a pledge to be a bridge-builder. It received an



overwhelming mandate with 177 of the 188 votes cast at the General Assembly.
Mr Jaishankar said said India's mandate reflects the trust and expectations of the
international community, especially of partners in the Global South. He said
India approaches this Council with the conviction that human rights are best
advanced through dialogue, capacity-building and genuine partnerships.

PM TRIBUTE - CHANDRASHEKHAR AZAD: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today paid tribute to freedom fighter Chandrashekhar Azad on his martyrdom
day. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that the life of Chandrashekhar Azad
teaches that the resolve to stand firm against injustice is true valour. He noted
that Chandrashekhar Azad sacrificed everything to free the nation from the
shackles of slavery and will always be remembered for his supreme sacrifice. The
Prime Minister added that the saga of the freedom fighter's sacrifice for the
motherland will continue to inspire every generation of the nation.

SHAH TRIBUTE - CHANDRASHEKHAR AZAD: Union Home Minister Amit
Shah paid tribute to freedom fighter Chandrashekhar Azad on his death
anniversary today. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that Chandrashekhar
Azad fought a valiant battle against the British Raj and continued to chant Vande
Mataram till his last breath. He noted that from the Kakori Train Action to the
formation of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, every moment of his
life was devoted to the cause of the country’s independence. Recalling Azad’s
saga of sacrifice, the Home Minister said that it continues to fill every Indian with
the spirit of patriotism and offered his tribute to the revolutionary and invincible
warrior.

SHAH TRIBUTE - NANAJI DESHMUKH: Union Home Minister Amit Shah paid
tribute to Nanaji Deshmukh on his death anniversary today. In a social media
post, Mr Shah said that Bharat Ratna Nanaji Deshmukh, who worked through the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the Jana Sangh and the Bharatiya Janata Party,
dedicated his life to national service and social welfare. He noted that Nanaji
Deshmukh made Gramodaya the goal of his life and remained a lifelong guide in
promoting education rooted in Indian values.

COURT KEJRIWAL: A Delhi court today discharged former Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal and former deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia in an excise
policy-related corruption case. The court refused to take cognisance of the CBI
chargesheet. Special Judge Jitendra Singh said that the chargesheet had several
lacunae not supported by evidence. The court also discharged 21 others in the
matter. The CBI has been probing alleged corruption in the formulation and
execution of the erstwhile-AAP government's now-scrapped excise-policy.



RAJASTHAN PRESIDENT PRACHAND: President Droupadi Murmu today took
a sortie in the indigenously developed Light Combat Helicopter 'Prachand' at the
Jaisalmer Air Force Station in Rajasthan. The President was briefed by Indian Air
Force officials about the helicopter’s operational capabilities before the flight. The
sortie was conducted by experienced Air Force pilots and showcased the
advanced features, agility, and combat readiness of the indigenous platform. The
Light Combat Helicopter ‘Prachand’ is designed for high-altitude operations and
has significantly enhanced the combat capabilities of the Indian Air Force. During
her visit, President Murmu interacted with senior Air Force officers and
appreciated the efforts of scientists, engineers and personnel involved in
strengthening India’s indigenous defence manufacturing ecosystem. Later this
evening, the President will witness the Indian Air Force’s Exercise ‘Vayu Shakti’ at
the Pokhran Field Firing Range, where frontline fighter jets, transport aircraft,
and helicopters will demonstrate coordinated day-to-night combat operations.

PAKISTAN-AFGHAN WAR: Pakistan has declared an open war against
Afghanistan after the Taliban administration said that its forces killed and
captured several Pakistani soldiers during a cross-border offensive. In a social
media post, Pakistan's Defence Minister Khawaja Asif said Pakistan's patience
has reached its limit and Now it is open war between Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Pakistan carried out airstrikes targeting Afghan cities, including Kabul, Kandahar
and Paktia, after a fresh round of clashes between the two sides. Afghan Taliban
spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid confirmed the Pakistani strikes but said there
were no casualties. Pakistan’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi described the
military action as a befitting response, saying Pakistan’s armed forces acted after
Afghan forces allegedly attacked Pakistani border troops.



