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13.02.2026
REV. BUDGET SESSION RECESS

Both Houses of Parliament will adjourn for a recess in the ongoing
budget session to reassemble on 9th of next month. The budget session is
being held in two phases, the first phase began on 28th January with the
address of President Droupadi Murmu to the joint sitting of both Houses.
The second phase will be held till 2nd April.

Yesterday, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman replied to a

discussion on Union Budget in the Rajya Sabha. She said, government is
focused on building a resilient and self-reliant India by boosting economic
growth and ensuring inclusive development. Ms Sitharaman added that
high growth has been maintained while keeping inflation low.
Citing estimates from the National Statistics Office, the Finance Minister
said, India’s GDP is projected to grow at 7.4 per cent in 2025-26. She
added that retail inflation has eased to 2 per cent, reflecting strong
economic fundamentals.

The Finance Minister countered Opposition charge of expenditure
curtailment in many welfare schemes. She said adequate budget
allocations have been made for social schemes. She also dismissed
allegations of pressure on the middle class, stating that reforms under the
NDA government have led to its expansion.

Ms Sitharaman said unemployment has declined from 5.6 per cent in
2017-18 to 3.2 per cent in 2023-24, indicating that the economy is
generating jobs. The Minister announced plans to rejuvenate 200 legacy



industrial clusters.

On the other hand in the Lok Sabha, noisy scenes between the
treasury bench and opposition bench members were witnessed, following
which the house was adjourned for the day. Amid din, the House took up
the matters of urgent public importance, after passing the Industrial
Relations Code (Amendment) Bill, 2026. BJP MP Nishikant Dubey raised the
issue of a motion against Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi. Mr. Dubey alleged that Mr. Gandhi has links with the Soros
Foundation and the Ford Foundation. He further claimed that Mr. Gandhi
frequently levels allegations against constitutional institutions, including the
Election Commission, the Supreme Court, and the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha. Demanding a discussion on Mr. Gandhi’s conduct, Mr. Dubey said,
membership of Rahul Gandhi should be cancelled and he should be barred
from contesting elections in the future. The remarks led to strong protests
from opposition members.

(BYTE - Nishikant Dubey)
CB/ 0650
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PM SEVA TEERTH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will unveil the name of the building
complex Seva Teerth in the National Capital today. The Prime Minister will
also formally inaugurate Seva Teerth and Kartavya Bhavan-1 and 2 and
address a public programme at Seva Teerth in the evening. The
inauguration reflects Prime Minister Modi's commitment to building a
modern, efficient, accessible and citizen-centric governance ecosystem.

Seva Teerth houses the Prime Minister’s Office, the National Security
Council Secretariat, the Cabinet Secretariat, all of which were previously
located across different locations. The new building complexes consolidate
administrative functions within modern, and future-ready facilities.

Kartavya Bhavan-1 and 2 accommodate several Key ministries.

<><><>
World Radio Day is being observed today. The Day is observed on
13th February every year to commemorate the establishment of United
Nations Radio in 1946. The theme this year is “Radio and Atrtificial
Intelligence: Al is a tool, not a voice.” To mark World Radio Day 2026,
Akashvani Raipur, Chhattisgarh, in collaboration with UNESCO, is



organising a World Radio Day Conclave today. In his message on World
Radio Day, Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr L
Murugan has said radio plays a crucial role in disseminating information to
the common people. He also recounted listening to the radio while growing
up.
[S/B- DR. L MURUGAN - 23 SECS]
<><><>

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has launched a sharp
attack on Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, saying that
Mr Gandhi has little concern for the country’s farmers. In a social media
post, Mr Chouhan said, Rahul Gandhi has never been comfortable with the
empowerment of farmers and he has been seen repeatedly making anti-
national statements. Mr Chouhan emphasized that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has consistently prioritised farmers’ welfare, stating that every major
decision of the government has been taken keeping farmers’ interests in
mind.

<><><>

TRIPTI MP-1I 13.02.2026
PIYUSH GOYAL - RAHUL GANDHI

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has accused the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi of
spreading misinformation and making baseless allegations. In a social
media post, Mr Goyal said, Mr Gandhi is attempting to mislead and provoke
the farming community through fake narratives. The Union Minister said
that the government under Prime Minister Narendra Modi has consistently
prioritised the welfare and prosperity of farmers through various schemes
and policy decisions. He also asserted that, in the recent trade deal with
the United States, the interests of the country’s farmers have been fully
protected.

(S/B- PIYUSH GOYAL)

Mr Goyal noted that several Indian agricultural products, including
Basmati rice, fruits, spices, tea and marine items, are expected to gain
improved market access, which will boost exports and enhance farmers’
incomes. He also said, expanded opportunities for cotton textile exports
will increase demand for cotton and benefit cotton growers. The Minister
further reassured that the trade agreement will create new export
opportunities and lead to higher demand and better prices for agricultural
produce. Mr. Goyal reiterated that the government remains committed to



protecting farmers’ interests and ensuring their long-term prosperity.
(S/B- PIYUSH GOYAL)
<><><> VISHNU/MAIL/0416

<><><>

The Reserve Bank of India has issued revised draft norms for the
Kisan Credit Card scheme, proposing inclusion of expenses on agri-tech
initiatives such as soil testing, weather forecasting and organic certification
within eligible farm loan components. The draft allows waiver of collateral
and margin requirements for agricultural and allied loans up to 2 lakh
rupees per borrower.

GAURAV EPI 12.2.26
MEA - INDIA AI SUMMIT

External Affairs Ministry today said over 80 events were conducted by
Indian Missions and Posts ahead of the upcoming India-AI Impact Summit
across the world as a build-up to the main event. It highlighted that the
upcoming India-AI Impact Summit is the first-ever global AI Summit to be
hosted in the Global South. The theme of this summit is ‘Sarvajan Hitaya,
Sarvajan Sukhaya - Welfare for All, Happiness of All' and is based on three
sutras or guiding principles - people, planet and progress. It will focus on
seven chakras including Human Capital, Inclusion for Social Empowerment,
Safe and Trusted AI, Resilience, Innovation, and Efficiency, Science,
Democratizing Al Resources and Al for Economic Growth and Social Good.

<><>Suparna/2102 hrs
TRIPTI MP-II 13.02.2026

T20 CRICKET WORLD CUP

Three matches are scheduled for today. In the first match, Australia
will take on Zimbabwe in Group B at the R. Premadasa Stadium, Colombo.
The match will start at 11.00 am IST. In a group D encounter, Canada will
face UAE at the Arun Jaitley Stadium, Delhi at 03.00 pm IST. In a group A
clash, USA will lock horns with Netherlands at the M.A Chidambaram
Stadium, Chennai at 07.00 pm IST. <>
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