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PRADHAN - AI SUMMIT

Union Education Ministry will host a special session titled Ministry of
Education - Pushing the Frontier of Al in India at the India Al Impact
Summit in New Delhi today. Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and
Minister of State for Education Jayant Chaudhary will attend the session,
underscoring the Ministry’s continued push to harness the transformative
potential of Artificial Intelligence in education. The Ministry has underlined
that the session aligns with the vision of the National Education Policy and
the national goal of Viksit Bharat 2047. Over the past decade, the Ministry
has laid the foundation for Al-enabled education through digital platforms,
policy frameworks, institutional reforms, and large-scale capacity building
across school education, higher education, skilling, research, and
innovation. The Summit session will highlight India’s shift from policy vision
to large-scale implementation through public digital infrastructure, Centres
of Excellence, teacher training, curriculum integration, and collaboration
with industry and startups.

PREZ - AP VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a two-day visit to Andhra Pradesh
beginning today to witness the International Fleet Review (IFR) 2026. She
will arrive in Visakhapatnam this evening. Andhra Pradesh Governor S.
Abdul Nazeer and Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu will receive her. A
Presidential Banquet will be hosted later in the evening. Tomorrow, the
President will witness the IFR 2026 in her capacity as the Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces. She will review an impressive array of
ships, submarines and aircraft from India and friendly foreign nations off
the Visakhapatnam coast. Organised by the Indian Navy under the theme
“United Through Oceans, Strengthening Bridges of Friendship,” the review
showcases maritime capability, cooperation and India’s sovereign oversight
at sea. The IFR is being held alongside the 13th edition of the MILAN
multilateral naval exercise and the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium
Conclave, aimed at deepening professional engagement, interoperability
and strategic collaboration among participating navies in the Bay of Bengal
region.

CBSE - CLASS 10 NEW RULES



The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued an official
clarification on the eligibility rules for the new Class 10 Board Examination
scheme, starting from this year. This clarification comes after several
queries from students and parents seeking guidance on appearing in the
second Board Examination if they are unable to take the first exam due to
personal, medical, or other reasons. CBSE has made it clear that appearing
in the first Class 10 Board Examination is mandatory for all students, and
missing three or more subjects in the first exam will make them ineligible
for the second examination. Such students will be classified under the
"Essential Repeat" category and can only appear in these subjects during
the next year's main examination session in February. The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) has clarified that the second examination is
meant only for certain categories of students. Students who have passed
the first examination and wish to improve their marks can appear again
under the Improvement Category. They are allowed to improve up to three
main subjects, including Science, Mathematics, Social Science and
Languages. Students who received a compartment result in the first
examination can take the second examination under the Compartment
Category to clear the subject in which they did not pass. In addition,
students who have passed but want to replace a subject to improve their
overall result are also allowed to appear in the second examination.

IRAN US NUCLEAR TALKS

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi arrived in Geneva for a second
round of nuclear talks with the United States today, as tensions persist
amid a US military buildup in the region. According to Tehran, the
negotiations will be indirect and mediated by Oman. Washington has
indicated it wants broader issues addressed, including Iran’s ballistic missile
programme and its support for regional allies. The White House confirmed
that US Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff will represent Washington in
Geneva. Earlier on yesterday, Iran’s Foreign Minister met with the head of
the UN nuclear watchdog agency. Iran and the US renewed negotiations to
tackle their decades-long dispute over Tehran's nuclear programme and
avert a new military confrontation as US warships, including a second
aircraft carrier, are deploying to the region. While Washington has sought
to expand the scope of talks to non-nuclear issues like Iran's missile
stockpile, Tehran says it is only willing to discuss curbs on its nuclear



programme in exchange for sanctions relief and won't accept zero uranium
enrichment. Iran says its nuclear programme is solely for civilian purposes
and is ready to assuage concerns regarding nuclear weapons by building
trust that enrichment is and will stay for peaceful purposes.

EXPORT IMPORT DATA

India's overall exports, merchandise and services combined, increased by
13.17 per cent year-on-year to 80.45 billion dollars in January this year
compared with 71.09 billion dollars in January last year. According to data
released by the Commerce Ministry, overall imports during the month grew
at a faster pace of 18.76 per cent, rising to 90.83 billion dollars from 76.48
billion dollars in January 2025. As a result, India's overall trade deficit,
merchandise and services combined, widened to 10.38 billion dollars in
January 2026 nearly doubling from 5.39 billion dollars in the corresponding
month last year. In January, both merchandise and services exports and
imports rose. Merchandise exports rose from 36.34 billion dollars to 36.56
billion dollars, while services exports rose from 34.75 billion dollars to
43.90 billion dollars.

PM - KOVIND MEET

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met former President Ram Nath Kovind at
the newly inaugurated Prime Minister’s Office ‘Seva Tirtha' yesterday. In a
social media post, Prime Minister said, wonderful meeting former President
Ram Nath Kovind Ji. His insights on various subjects are always thoughtful
and enriching. On the other hand, in his social media post, the former
President said, glad to meet Prime Minister at the newly inaugurated Prime
Minister’s Office ‘Seva Tirtha'. This building truly embodies ‘Nagarik Devo
Bhav’ - a sacred space of service, compassion, duty and Nation First. A
powerful symbol of governance through seva. Best wishes to fellow
citizens, the post added.

SSN DP-I 17.02.2026
ANUPRIYA PATEL - AI SUMMIT

Minister of State for Health Anupriya Patel has announced the launch
of the Strategy for Al in Healthcare for India (SAHI), a national guidance
framework aimed at supporting responsible Al adoption across States,
regulators and private programs. Addressing the gathering at the



roundtable on Innovation to Impact - Al as a Public Health Gamechanger in
New Delhi, Ms Patel said that SAHI initiative will be launched during the Al
Impact Summit 2026 on Thursday.

(BYTE - Anupriya Patel)

The Minister reaffirmed India’s commitment to responsible and
inclusive Al adoption in healthcare. Echoing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision, she emphasised that for India, Al is not just Artificial Intelligence, it
is All Inclusive, driving equitable and trusted healthcare for a Viksit Bharat.
Ms Patel said, today India has integrated Al in the entire health, from
disease surveillance and prevention to diagnosis and treatment.

DIPENDRA/1125

SSN DP-1 17.02.2026
PM - AI SUMMIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India AI Impact Expo
2026 is a powerful convergence of ideas, innovation and intent. In a social
media post, Mr Modi said, the Expo is showcasing the extraordinary
potential of Indian talent in shaping the future of Artificial Intelligence for
global good. He said, it reaffirmed government's commitment to harnessing
Al responsibly, inclusively and at scale for human progress.

Prime Minister Modi inaugurated the India AI Impact Expo 2026 at
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi yesterday. He emphasized that country's
progress in Al will not only shape transformative solutions for the nation
but also contribute to global advancement.
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