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15-02-2026
SHIVRAJ-CONGRESS

Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan accused Congress of
overlooking the interests of the nation. In a social media post, Mr Chouhan
said that now the country is passing through a phase of significant
economic opportunities, but it is unfortunate that the Congress and Rahul
Gandhi are engaged in spreading lies and confusion. He added that people
of the nation are watching everything.

S/B- SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN

[https://x.com/ChouhanShivraj/status/2022692723325833463?
s=20]
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PREZ-VP-PM-MAHASHIVRATRI

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President C P Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended wishes to the citizens on the
occasion of Mahashivratri.

The President, in her message prayed that the grace of Lord Shiva
remain on all citizens and India continues to advance on the path of



progress.

The Vice President in a social media post, said, from Kashi to
Rameswaram, the holy festival stands as a living symbol of the nation's
eternal and unbroken spiritual tradition. Mr Radhakrishnan wished that the
blessings of Mahadev and Goddess Parvati bring happiness, prosperity, and
good health to the citizens.

The Prime Minister in his message expressed hope that all the
citizens are blessed by Lord Shiva and the country sits enthroned at the
peak of prosperity.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and Home Minister Amit Shah also
extended greetings to the people on the sacred occasion of Mahashivratri.

Lok Sabha Spaker Om Birla called Mahashivratri a festival of faith,
penance, and self-reflection. He highlighted that the festival reminds the
people of Lord Shiva's infinite compassion, sacrifice, restraint, and the
power of resolve. Mr Birla said, Lord Shiva teaches the people to maintain
patience even in adverse circumstances, to have the courage to turn
poison into nectar, and to remain steadfast on the path of truth.

Home Minister prayed that Lord Mahadev may bless every citizen
with happiness, peace, and prosperity. <><><>
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PM-URBAN CHALLENGE FUND

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has hailed the approval of one lakh
crore rupees-Urban Challenge Fund (UCF) by the Union Cabinet. In a social
media post, Mr Modi said, the fund will leverage market finance, private
participation and citizen-centric reforms to deliver high-quality urban
infrastructure. He said, the initiative will make cities the key drivers of the
country’s economic growth.

The Urban Challenge Fund (UCF), a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of
the Ministry of Home and Urban Affairs with a total Central Assistance of
one lakh crore rupees. The Fund aims to build resilient, productive,
inclusive and climate-responsive cities, positioning those as key driver of
the country’s next phase of economic growth.The UCF is designed to
crowd-in private capital by making projects bankable and reducing risks for



lenders and private partners. The Fund supports up to 25 percent of
project cost, subject to raising minimum 50 percent of the project cost
from market, creating a clear pathway for private participation.

The Fund will be operational from Financial Year 2025-26 to
Financial Year 2030-31, with an extendable implementation period up to
Financial Year 2033-34.

The move will lead to a total investment of four lakh crore rupees in
urban sector in the next five years. It will also mark a paradigm shift in
India’s urban development approach from grant- based financing to
market-linked, reform-driven and outcome-oriented infrastructure creation.
<><><>
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MEN'S T20 CRICKET

In the Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup, India will take on Pakistan in a
much-anticipated Group A encounter at the R Premadasa Stadium in
Colombo this evening. The match is set to begin at 7 PM Indian Standard
Time. Both teams have won their opening two matches and are tied at four
points each, making today's contest crucial in the race for a place in the
semifinals.

In another fixture today, the United States will take on Namibia

at the M.A. Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai at 3 PM.<><><>

UK BISWAS/NET/1124

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will launch India’s first Central Bank Digital
Currency-based Public Distribution System at Mahatma Mandir in
Gandhinagar, today. This digital currency initiative by the Gujarat
government aims to make the distribution of food grains more transparent
and leak-proof. The event will also mark the introduction of Grain ATMs



and specialized nutrition campaigns to strengthen the state's food security
network.

The festival of Mahashivratri is being celebrated across the country today
with deep devotion and spiritual fervour. Considered one of the most
sacred occasions for devotees of Lord Shiva, the day is marked by fasting,
special prayers and night-long worship at temples.

JAISHANKAR - MUNICH - IMEC

External Affairs Minister Dr S. Jaishankar said that the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) is meant to ensure connectivity, logistics
and trade. Speaking at the Munich Security Conference yesterday, Dr
Jaishankar stressed that reforms of the United Nations are urgently
required to ensure it reflects contemporary geopolitical realities and
remains effective in addressing today’s global challenges. Talking about
India’s oil procurement, the Minister said that oil companies in India, as in
Europe and other parts of the world, look at availability, cost, and risk and
take the decision that they think is in the best interest. He underlined that
the world is heading towards greater multipolarity and there will be many
more independent or autonomous centres of decision-making.

S/B- DR S JAISHANKAR

The External Affairs Minister also engaged with G7 Foreign Ministers
at the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference. He reiterated India’s
support of the UN@80 agenda, particularly meaningful reform of the UN
Security Council. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar said that he
emphasised the country’s role in safeguarding sea lines of communication,
serving as a first responder, strengthening port security, and contributing
to resilient submarine cable infrastructure. The External Affairs Minister
said their conversation brought out the many convergences and shared
interests between India and the G7.



