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MK MP-1 01.02.2026
NIRMALA-BUDGET

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the Union Budget
2026-27 in the Lok Sabha today. After presentation of the Budget in the
Lower House, the copy of the budget will be tabled in the Rajya Sabha. It
will be the third Budget of the Narendra Modi government in its third term.

Before the budget Preparation, the Finance Minister held pre Budget
consultations meetings with several stakeholders, including experts and
representatives from economists, trade unions, education and health
sector, MSME, trade and services, industry, economists, financial sector
and capital markets. Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh had also held
extensive pre-Budget consultations on various aspects related to



agriculture and rural development and submitted compiled report of
suggestions to the Finance Minister. Our correspondent has the details:
(V/C - ANAND/SUPARNA)
Finance Minister Sitharaman is set to present a record ninth
consecutive Union Budget since assuming office in 2019. In her

budget speech, she will outline the government’s revenue and
expenditure plans for the next financial year. The Budget is
expected to outline the government's economic roadmap for the
coming year, with a focus on growth, employment generation and
fiscal stability. During the course of Budget preparation, various
inputs have been sought from the citizens, including youth,
through various platforms, which will reflect in the upcoming
Union Budget 2026-27. The Budget documents will be available
on the Union Budget Mobile App and the website after the
completion of the Budget Speech in Parliament. After the
presentation of the Union Budget, Finance Minister will interact
with around thirty college students from different regions of the
country. The Budget session which began on 28th January will

continue till 2nd April. With Dipendra Kumar, Suparna Saikia,
Akashvani News Delhi.

<><>cb/DIPENDRA/ANAND/0430HRS
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REV NT JAISHANKAR - INDIA ARAB FMM

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today stated that zero
tolerance for terrorism must be an uncompromising universal norm. In his
opening remarks at the 2nd India - Arab Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held in
New Delhi, Dr Jaishankar said terrorism in all its forms and manifestations
is @ common threat for India and the Arab nations. He highlighted that
cross border terrorism is particularly unacceptable because it violates the



basic principles of international relations and diplomacy. He further stated
that societies targeted by terrorism have the right to defend themselves
and will understandably exercise it. He stressed the need to strengthen the
international cooperation to combat this global scourge.
(S/B JAISHANKAR)
Co-chairing the India - Arab Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi, Dr
Jaishankar uderlined the importance India places on its ties with the Arab
world. He highlighted the significance of cooperation in trade, energy,
emerging technologies, connectivity and people to people ties. He opined
that today's adoption of Delhi Declaration and the Executive Programme
for 2026-28 will go a long way in strengthening India - Arab partnership.
Dr Jaishankar said, India has strong partnerships with all League of Arab
States, LAS nations and much of this is rooted in history. He said, they are
meeting at an important juncture where the global order is undergoing
transformation for a variety of reasons, and politics, economics, technology
and demography are all fully into play. He said this is apparent in West
Asia where the landscape has undergone a dramatic change in the last
year. He added that this impacts India as a proximate region, and its
implications are relevant for India's relationship with Arab nations as well
to a considerable degree. The External Affairs Minister pointed out that
multiple developments have taken place in West Asia over the last few
years and many of them have reverberated well beyond the region. He
said, the situation in Gaza in particular has been the focus for the
international community. He emphasised that taking forward the
comprehensive plan to end the Gaza conflict is a widely shared priority
today. He added that various countries have made policy declarations on
the peace plan individually or collectively.
(S/B JAISHANKAR)
The External Affairs Minister noted that the situation in Sudan, Yemen,
Lebanon, and Libya also merit collective attention. He said the direction of
events in Syria is also critical for the well being of the region.
Suparna/2240 hrs
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REV. PM-PUNJAB VISIT
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is visiting Jalandhar in Punjab today to



mark the 649th birth anniversary of Sant Guru Ravidas Ji. Mr. Modi will visit
Dera Sachkhand Ballan to pay obeisance and participate in a public
programme in the honour of Sant Guru Ravidas Ji.

After landing at Adampur airport, near Jalandhar, the Prime Minister
will unveil the new name of the Airport as 'Sri Guru Ravidas Ji Airport,
Adampur. More from our correspondent:

(CAP-RAJESH BALI)

The renaming of Adampur Airport honours the revered saint
and social reformer whose teachings of equality, compassion, and
human dignity continue to inspire India’s social ethos.

Dera Sach Khand, is a religious social organization based in
the village of Ballan near Jalandhar and was founded by devotees
of Guru Ravidas to lead common masses towards a spiritual path.

The Dera has built a temple at the birthplace of Guru Ravidass Ji
at Seer Goverdhanpur Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh as well.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister will also be virtually

inaugurating the Terminal Building of Halwara Airport in
Ludhiana. This airport will establish a new gateway for the State
especially for Ludhiana industry.

Sharing happiness on the inauguration of the airport
Ludhiana based industrialist have thanked the Prime Minister.

Mr Badish Jindal, President World MSME Forum said that the
airport was necessary for the industrial town Ludhiana.
S/B- INDUSTRIALIST-1
A women entrepreneur, Mrs Lakhminder Kaur said that the

inauquration of Halwara airport has come as a game-changer for
the state industry especially in context of EU-India Free Trade

Deal and trade with the global markets as a whole.
S/B- INDUSTRIALIST-2

Aligned with Prime Minister’s vision of sustainable and
environmentally responsible development, it will further advance

aviation infrastructure in Punjab. Rajesh Bali/Akashvani
News/Jalandhar. <><>
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COAST GUARD - RAISING DAY

The Indian Coast Guard is commemorating its 50th Raising Day
today, marking nearly five decades of dedicated, selfless service to the
nation. From its beginning in 1977 with just seven surface platforms, the
Indian Coast Guard has evolved into a formidable maritime force
comprising 155 ships and 80 aircraft today. The Coast Guard is poised to
achieve its target force levels of 200 surface platforms and 100 aircraft by
2030.

Raised on 1st February 1977, the Indian Coast Guard was envisioned
to address emerging maritime challenges and safeguard India’s expanding
maritime interests. From modest origins, it has grown into a powerful,
versatile, and highly respected maritime force entrusted with maritime law
enforcement, coastal security, search and rescue, marine environmental
protection, and humanitarian assistance. Bharatiya Tatrakshak maintains a
resolute vigil over two million square kilometres of Exclusive Economic
Zone and more than 11 thousand kilometres of coastline. Aligned with the
vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India, the Indian Coast Guard
continues its steady march towards self-reliance through the induction of
indigenously built ships, aircraft, helicopters, and advanced surveillance
systems.

<><>DIPENDRA/0548HRS

MK MP-II 01.02.2026
TENNIS - AUSTRALIAN OPEN

In Australian Open Tennis, World No. 1 and top seed Carlos Alcaraz
will take on Serbian star Novak Djokovic in the Men's Singles final at the
Rod Laver Arena in Melbourne today. The match is scheduled to begin at 2
PM, Indian Time.

While Alcaraz is aiming to become the youngest Career Grand Slam
winner in history, Djoko can become the oldest major champion. Fourth-
seed Djokovic is chasing a record-breaking 25th Grand Slam title, which
will take him past the legendary Margaret Court’s tally. On the other hand,
victory in Melbourne would make Alcaraz the youngest man ever to
complete the career Grand Slam, surpassing the benchmark set by
compatriot Rafael Nadal.

CHIRAG/NET/0541HRS



MK MP-II 01.02.2026
CRICKET - IND VS Nz

In Men's Cricket, India clinched the 5-match T20I series against New
Zealand with 4-1 by defeating the Black Caps in the fifth and final clash by
46 runs at the Greenfield International Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala last night. Opting to bat first, the Men in Blue scored 271 for 5 in
stipulated 20 overs. Ishan Kishan emerged as highest scorer with 103 runs,
while skipper Suryakumar Yadav also made 63 runs.

In response, New Zealand were bundled out for 225 runs. Opener
Finn Allen's fiery innings of 80 runs in just 38 balls went in vain. For India,
Arshdeep Singh bagged five wickets, while Axar Patel also picked up three
wickets.

Ishan Kishan was adjudged Player of the Match, while Indian skipper
Suryakumar Yadav was awarded Player of the Series for his consistency
through the bat.

CHIRAG/NET/0516 HRS

MK MP-II 01.02.2026
WPL CRICKET

In Women's Premier League Cricket, Delhi Capitals will take on UP
Warriorz in the last league stage match of the tournament at BCA Stadium
in Kotambi, Vadodara this evening. The match will begin at 7:30 PM.

The result of this match and the final Net Run Rate will decide the
team for the Qualifiers. The team finishing third on the points table will
face Gujarat Giants in the Eliminator on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Smriti Mandhana led Royal Challengers Bengaluru has
already stormed into the finals. The winner of Eliminator will face RCB
Women in the title clash on Thursday.

CHIRAG/NET/0535HRS



