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PM - FRENCH PREZ

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will meet French President Emmanuel
Macron in Mumbai today. During the meeting, the two leaders will review
progress made in India-France Strategic Partnership and exchange views
on issues of regional and global importance. Mr Macron will be on a three
day official visit to India beginning today at the invitation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to participate in the AI Impact Summit. This will be
President Macron’s fourth visit to India and his first visit to Mumbai. Their
discussions will focus on cementing the strategic partnership and further
diversifying it into new and emerging areas. In the evening, the two
leaders will inaugurate the India-France Year of Innovation 2026 and
address a gathering of business leaders, start-ups, researchers, and other
innovators from both countries.

BANGLADESH-TARIQUE-RAHMAN

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, along with other foreign dignitaries, will
attend the swearing-in ceremony of the new government in Bangladesh
tomorrow, led by BNP Chief Tarique Rahman. The Bangladesh Nationalist



Party secured a landslide victory in the 13th general elections. The Ministry
of External Affairs described Mr. Birla’s participation as a reflection of the
deep friendship between India and Bangladesh and a reaffirmation of
India’s commitment to shared democratic values.

REV. PM AI IMPACT EXPO

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated the India AI Impact Expo
at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. Mr Modi also visited different stalls at
the Expo. Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and Minister of
State for Electronics and IT Jitin Prasada were also present on the
occasion. The India Al Impact Expo 2026 is being held till 20th February,
alongside the India Al Impact Summit at Bharat Mandapam. The Expo will
serve as a national demonstration of AI in action, where policy meets
practice, innovation meets scale, and technology meets the everyday
citizen. The India Al Impact Summit 2026 commenced today marking the
first time that a global convening of this scale on artificial intelligence is
being organised in the Global South. On 19 February, Prime Minister Modi
will deliver the inaugural address, setting the tone for global cooperation
and India’s vision for inclusive and responsible Al. Atrtificial Intelligence AI
is a key enabler of India’s development journey, strengthening governance
and transforming public service delivery in alignment with the vision of
Viksit Bharat@2047.

REV. PREZ-OI CHIKI

President Drouapdi Murmu today said that efforts should be made to
preserve and promote the Ol Chiki script of Santhali language. Addressing
the centenary celebrations of Ol Chiki script in New Delhi, President Murmu
said that Ol Chiki is a powerful introduction to the Santhali community. She
said that It also serves as a means of establishing unity within the Santhali
community. The President said that the Ol Chiki script is expanding not
only in the country but also worldwide. She praised the central
government's decision to conduct the UPSC exam in Ol Chiki script.
President Murmu said that like other Indian languages, the Sahitya
Akademi is also awarding Santhali writers. She said that this honor is very
important for the Santhali language.

BYTE- Drouapdi Murmu



Government also released a commemorative coin and
commemorative postage stamp to mark 100 years of the Ol Chiki script. Ol
Chiki script was developed in 1925 by Pandit Raghunath Murmu specifically
for the Santhali language, which was later included in the Constitution of
India’s Eighth Schedule in 2003. The script consists of 30 letters designed
to accurately represent Santhali phonetics. The Ol Chiki is the official script
of the Santhali language, one of India’s prominent tribal languages spoken
widely across Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Assam, and Bihar.

RAJNATH SINGH- BEL

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today inaugurated Missile Integration
facility at Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) in Bengaluru. On the occasion,
Mr Singh also flagged off Akash 3rd and 4th Regiment Combat systems and
unveiled the Mountain Fire Control Radar. Addressing the event, Mr Singh
commended BEL for its leadership in cutting-edge technologies such as
electronic warfare systems, avionics, naval platforms, electro-optics, and
tank electronics. He further noted that indigenously developed air defence
and anti-drone systems were utilised to neutralise threats during Operation
Sindoor. Mr Singh said that the systems developed in airspace defence,
and counter-drone operations have demonstrated that India’s indigenous
solutions can meet global standards. The Defence Minister also remotely
inaugurated the Centre of Excellence for Artificial Intelligence in Pune, and
launched the BEL’s Al Policy. During the event, Mr Singh was briefed on
advanced indigenous defence technologies, including Al-based solutions
developed by Indian start-ups. He encouraged the Research and
Development community at BEL to collaborate with start-ups, industry, and
academia for agile product development using the latest technologies in Al
and autonomous systems.

RAJNATH- FRENCH

Minister Rajnath Singh and the French Minister of the Armed Forces and
Veterans, Ms. Catherine Vautrin, will jointly chair the 6th India-France
Annual Defence Dialogue tomorrow. In a social media post, the Ministry of
Defence said that the meeting will focus on renewing the defence
cooperation agreement for another ten years and signing a Memorandum
of understanding for a joint venture to manufacture HAMMER missiles.

REV VAISHNAW - AI IMPACT SUMMIT



Union Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
today said India’s rapidly expanding creator economy is being powered by
the country’s strong digital infrastructure and skilled population. In a
conversation during the session on the official satellite event of the AI
Impact Summit 2026 in New Delhi, the Minister highlighted the
transformative impact of artificial intelligence across sectors.Mr Vaishnaw
asserted that India’s creator economy is rapidly growing and adapting to
new technologies and new ways of working. He noted that nearly 90 per
cent of the country is covered by 5G, making citizens digitally native. He
added that the government is focusing on re-skilling, up-skilling and
creating a new talent pipeline to prepare the workforce for emerging
technologies.
S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW

Emphasising the broader implications of artificial intelligence, he said
Al presents tremendous opportunities in areas such as agriculture, weather
forecasting, climate action, new materials discovery and productivity.
However, he cautioned that technology also carries potential risks and Al
will have both positive and negative impacts. He mentioned that the
government aims to maximise the benefits of AI while containing the
harms. Mr Vaishnaw further said that the India AI Impact Summit aims to
understand AI’s real impact on human society and expressed hope that the
deliberations during the event would yield meaningful outcomes. The
Minister said through the summit,India intends to play a leading role in
shaping a balanced and responsible Al future. The Minister stressed that
misinformation, disinformation and deepfakes, they are attacking the
foundation of the society and the trust between the institutions. He urged
everyone to take the responsibility for making sure that the new
technology is strengthening the trust.

AMIT SHAH-COOPERATION MINISTERS

A high-level meeting of Cooperation Ministers from all states and union
territories will be convened in Gujarat's Gandhinagar on Tuesday to review
key reforms and expansion plans in the cooperative sector, including the
proposed establishment of two lakh new cooperative societies nationwide,
officials said today. The 'Manthan Baithak' will be chaired by the Union
Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah at the Mahatma Mandir
convention centre. Cooperation Ministers from across the country are



expected to attend, along with senior officials such as Additional Chief
Secretaries, Principal Secretaries and Secretaries. According to officials, the
meeting will assess the progress of major initiatives undertaken by the
Ministry of Cooperation and facilitate discussions on a coordinated roadmap
for the sector. The meeting will consider the participation of states in three
newly created national-level cooperative institutions which are intended to
support exports, promote organic farming, and streamline the supply of
quality seeds.

PREZ- ANDHRA VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a two day visit to Andhra Pradesh
from tomorrow. On the second day of her visit, the President will witness
the International Fleet Review at Visakhapatnam.

SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-1 17.02.2026
BIO ASIA 2026 SUMMIT

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy will inaugurate the 23rd
edition of BioAsia 2026 international summit today. The two-day global
conference will be held at the Hyderabad International Convention Centre
(HICC). This year’s summit is themed TechBio Unleashed - Al, Automation,
and the Revolutionary Changes in Life Sciences.' As India rapidly emerges
as a global hub for TechBio innovations, the event will focus on leveraging
advanced technology to shape the future of healthcare. The Chief Minister
will officially open the international exhibition, featuring world-renowned
life sciences organizations, before delivering the keynote address to
inaugurate the summit. The event will bring together global experts,
scientists, and industry leaders to discuss critical advancements in the field.
Industries Minister Duddilla Sridhar Babu will participate alongside
prominent international speakers, including Professor Bruce L. Levine from
the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine and Dr. Howard Y.
Chang, Chief Scientific Officer at Amgen. Delegates from around the world
will engage in discussions covering crucial topics such as next-generation
biologics, Al-driven R&D, digital transformation, and the future of pharma
and biotech, under the overarching theme of 'Telangana Rising 2047 -
World-Class Life Sciences Ecosystem.'
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