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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the Cabinet approval for three
multitracking projects covering various districts across Delhi, Haryana,
Maharashtra and Karnataka will strengthen rail infrastructure, reduce



logistic cost and create job opportunities for youth.

Mr Modi said, the decision of widening National Highway-167 from
Gudebellur to Mahabubnagar on the Hyderabad-Panaji Economic Corridor
will boost economic growth, create employment and further Ease of Living.

Prime Minister Modi said, the Cabinet has also approved a 4-lane
access-controlled Greenfield corridor between Gohpur and Numaligarh,
including India’s first underwater Road-cum-Rail tunnel under the
Brahmaputra. He said, this transformative project will enhance
connectivity, reduce logistics costs and accelerate growth across Assam
and the entire Northeast.

Mr Modi said, the Cabinet has approved the extension corridor from
Noida Sector 142 to Botanical Garden (Noida). He said, this decision will
add momentum to Noida’s development journey.

<><><>
Union Home Minister Amit Shah will launch India’s first Central Bank Digital
Currency-based Public Distribution System at Mahatma Mandir in
Gandhinagar, today. This digital currency initiative by the Gujarat
government aims to make the distribution of food grains more transparent
and leak-proof. The event will also mark the introduction of Grain ATMs
and specialized nutrition campaigns to strengthen the state's food security
network.

<><><>
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met Bavarian Minister for
European and International Affairs Mr. Eric Beisswenger in Munich,
Germany yesterday. In a social media post, Ms Sitharaman said that, in
the light of the German Chancellor’s recent visit to India in January this
year, the two leaders discussed the deep bilateral partnership that the two
nations continue to enhance. They also discussed the recently concluded
India-EU FTA; and explored avenues for climate finance through green and
sustainable partnership, and exchanging the best practices in the recycling
industries from the two countries.

<><><>

The festival of Mahashivratri is being celebrated across the country today
with deep devotion and spiritual fervour. Considered one of the most
sacred occasions for devotees of Lord Shiva, the day is marked by fasting,
special prayers and night-long worship at temples.

<><><>



In the ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup, India will take on arch-rivals
Pakistan in a high-voltage clash at the R Premadasa Stadium later today,
with both teams aiming to maintain their winning momentum. The game is
scheduled to start at 7 pm Indian Time. Both sides are at 4 points from
two games each. In other matches, West Indies will face Nepal at the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai at 11 AM.

<><><>

VAISHNAW-AI

Union Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw today said that Artificial Intelligence will power the Fifth
Industrial Revolution, with a focus on societal impact, adoption, and
governance. Speaking at an event, Mr Vaishnaw said that India will host
one of the world’s biggest AI summits this year, signalling the country’s
rising influence in next-gen technologies. The Minister noted that the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train will launch next year. He urged industries,
students and society to be prepared for the AI revolution. Mr Vaishnaw
underlined that today, every large semiconductor companies in the world
are designing their most modern chips in India.

S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW

WCD-SHE BOX

Union Minister for Women and Child Development Annapurna Devi
today said that the government aims to make every working sector safe for
women and provide equal working opportunities to them. Addressing the
National Conference on Safety of Women at Workplace in New Delhi, the
Minister said that the SHe-Box portal has made it easier for the women to
register their complaints at workplace. The Minister highlighted that over
one lakh workplaces have registered themselves with this centralised
portal. She emphasized that safety of women at the workplace is a top
priority of the government in India's journey of Viksit Bharat. She also
hailed the Union Budget 2026 for giving importance to women
empowerment. The Minister also praised government schemes for working
for women's welfare including Ujjwala Yojna, Mudra Yojna and others.



PM ASSAM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and flagged off several
development projects worth more than 5,450 crore rupees in Assam today.
In Guwahati, he inaugurated the Kumar Bhaskar Varma Setu across River
Brahmaputra connecting Guwahati and North Guwahati built at a cost of
3,000 crore rupees. After the bridge inauguration, the Prime Minister
proceeded to Lachit Ghat, a nearby area and virtually inaugurated the
temporary campus of IIM Guwahati and the National Data Centre for North
Eastern Region at Amingaon in Kamrup district.
The Prime Minister also flagged off 225 electric buses under the PM-eBus
Sewa Scheme for four cities of India. 100 buses for Guwahati, 50 each for
Nagpur and Bhavnagar and 25 buses for Chandigarh. Earlier in the day, the
Prime Minister inaugurated the Emergency Landing Facility on Moran
Bypass, developed along a national highway in Dibrugarh district and
witnessed aerial display of Fighters, Transport aircrafts and Helicopters.
The Emergency Landing Facility was constructed with 100 crore rupees.
The Prime Minister who is on a day-long visit to the State, later, addressed
a Booth Vijay Sankalp Sabha in Guwahati. He said that the entire North-
East including Assam is the Ashtalakshmi of India. The Prime Minister said
during the last 11 years the NDA government led by BJP played a very
important role for the development of North Eastern Region. He criticized
the Congress for negligence and underdevelopment of this region during
their rule. He said that during the last 11 years more than 5.5 lakh crore
rupees allocated to the Northeast and unprecedented development can be
seen in the infrastructure sectors of this region. The Prime Minister said,
Assam has emerged as a key growth engine for India during the rule of
BJP led government only.

SUDHIR MP-II 15.02.2026
WOMEN-CRICKET

In cricket, India Women will take on Australia in the first T20
International of the three-match series in Sydney this afternoon. The
match will start at 1:45 PM Indian time, with the team led by skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur. Speaking ahead of the game, Harmanpreet said the
team aims to achieve all its targets, including defeating Australia at home
ahead of this year’s ICC Women’s T20 World Cup in the UK.

India Women had secured a 5-0 series win against Sri Lanka at home
in December and have now begun preparations for the T20 World Cup.
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External Affairs Minister Dr S. Jaishankar said that the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) is meant to ensure connectivity, logistics
and trade. Speaking at the Munich Security Conference yesterday, Dr
Jaishankar stressed that reforms of the United Nations are urgently
required to ensure it reflects contemporary geopolitical realities and
remains effective in addressing today’s global challenges. Talking about
India’s oil procurement, the Minister said that oil companies in India, as in
Europe and other parts of the world, look at availability, cost, and risk and
take the decision that they think is in the best interest. He underlined that
the world is heading towards greater multipolarity and there will be many
more independent or autonomous centres of decision-making.

S/B- DR S JAISHANKAR

The External Affairs Minister also engaged with G7 Foreign Ministers
at the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference. He reiterated India’s
support of the UN@80 agenda, particularly meaningful reform of the UN
Security Council. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar said that he
emphasised the country’s role in safeguarding sea lines of communication,
serving as a first responder, strengthening port security, and contributing
to resilient submarine cable infrastructure. The External Affairs Minister
said their conversation brought out the many convergences and shared
interests between India and the G7.
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