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GAURAV::LAXMI EPP
12.02.2026
EVE. REV LS- INDUSTRIAL CODE

The Lok Sabha passed the Industrial Relations Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 today. The bill seeks to amend the
Industrial Relations Code, 2020. The amendment aimed to avoid
any future complication over the continuity of three laws namely
the Trade Unions Act, 1926, the Industrial Employment (Standing
Orders) Act, 1946 and the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, which
was replaced by the Industrial Relations Code of 2020.

Replying to the discussion, Labour and Employment Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said that 17 national labour organisations
have stated that the Labour Code has been introduced in the
interest of workers. He said, only a few organisations opposed the
legislation. Mr. Mandaviya said, Labour Code ensures the
introduction of a floor wage with statutory backing, and no state
will be allowed to fix wages below the prescribed floor wage. The
Minister said that the code guarantees equal wages for men and
women, and it also ensures timely payment of wages to workers.
The Minister said, all workers above the age of 40 years of age
will be required to undergo a mandatory health check-up once a
year under the labour code. Citing a survey, Mr Mandaviya said
that labour laws are helping in creating jobs, particularly in tier-3
and tier-4 cities. He said that social security coverage in the
country has increased from 19 per cent to 64 per cent in the last
11 years.

Earlier, participating in the discussion, Kodikunnil Suresh of
Congress said that the industrial relation code amendment Bill
2026 is not a reform. He alleged that the unemployment rate
among youth is high and instead of strengthening provisions of
employment protection, the government is weakening it. BJP MP
Darshan Singh Chaudhary said that the Bill will safeguard the
interests of workers in the country and help facilitate ease of
doing business for industries. Afzal Ansari of Samajwadi Party
alleged that the Government is sidelining the interests of the
labourers. Supriya Sule of NCP-SCP questioned whether contract
workers are being covered under the new Industrial Relations
Code Bill. She said, 42 per cent of workers in India employed



under contract basis. Opposing the legislation, Sudama Prasad of
CPI (ML) alleged that the new code is designed to benefit few
capitalists. E.T. Mohammed Basheer of IUML alleged that the Bill
sacrifices the rights of workers.

<> Dipendra/Anupam/Anand/Bhupendra/MAIL/1652 HRS.

GAURAV EP-I
12.02.2026
REV MEA-BRIEFING

President of Brazil Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva will be on a state
visit to India from 18th of this month till 22nd February on the invitation of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the upcoming India-Al Impact Summit in
New Delhi. Briefing media in the national capital today, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that President Lula da Silva will
be accompanied by several ministers and business delegations. He said,
Prime Minister Modi and the Brazil President are scheduled to
have a bilateral meeting on 21st February. President Droupadi
Murmu is expected to meet him, and host a banquet in his honour.
Both leaders would be reviewing the entire gamut of bilateral
relations. Prime Minister is scheduled to host a lunch in honour of
the visiting dignitary. The two leaders would also be exchanging
views on regional and global issues of mutual interest, including
cooperation in multilateral fora, reformed multilateralism, global
governance and issues concerning the Global South.

The President of Brazil is expected to be accompanied by
about 14 Ministers and a large delegation of top CEOs of Brazilian
companies. The accompanying Ministers would be having
meetings with their Indian counterparts. The CEOs are expected
to participate in a Business Forum being organised during the visit
of the Brazilian President, reflecting the growing trade and
commercial engagements between the two countries.

The spokesperson further added that French President
Emmanuel Macron will also be paying a three-day official visit for
the Summit.

(Byte- Randhir Jaiswal)

On India-US trade talks, Mr Jaiswal said the Joint Statement
on the framework for an Interim Trade Agreement remains the



basis of both nations’ mutual understanding in the matter. He
added that both sides will now work towards implementing this framework
and finalizing the Interim Agreement. He said the amendments in the
US fact sheet reflect the shared understandings contained in the
Joint Statement.

(Byte- Randhir Jaiswal)

Replying to a query on US President Donald Trump's Board of
Peace, the spokesperson said India has received an invitation
from the US side to join the Board of Peace. He said they are
currently examining the proposal, adding that India has
consistently supported efforts aimed at promoting peace, stability
and dialogue in West Asia. He highlighted that Prime Minister has
welcomed the initiative that provides a pathway towards long-
term and sustainable peace in the region, including Gaza.

On the meeting between Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
and China's Executive Vice Foreign Minister, Ma Zhaoxu in New
Delhi, the spokesperson said several issues were discussed,
including peace and tranquillity on the border, as to how
important that aspect is in the progress of ties with China. He
added that Mr Ma Zhaoxu conveyed that China understands and
respects India's aspirations for UNSC membership.

Replying to a query on trade ties with Russia, Mr
Jaiswal emphasised that India-Russia have ongoing engagement
and cooperation across a range of issues, from trade to defence
engagement. He said all those aspects of India-Russia bilateral
relations will continue to grow.

On Bangladesh General Elections, the spokesperson said
India stands for free, fair, inclusive and credible elections in Bangladesh.

<><>SUPARNA/AMAN/1748 HRS

GAURAV::LAXMI EPP
12.02.2026

REV EVE. LS - ADJOURN

The Lok Sabha has been adjourned for the day following
noisy scenes between the treasury bench and opposition bench
members. When the Lok Sabha took up the matters of urgent
public importance, after passing the Industrial Relations Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, BJP MP Nishikant Dubey raised the issue



of a motion against Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi. Mr. Dubey alleged that Mr. Gandhi has links with the
Soros Foundation and the Ford Foundation. He further claimed
that Mr. Gandhi frequently levels allegations against
constitutional institutions, including the Election Commission, the
Supreme Court, and the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. Demanding a
discussion on Mr. Gandhi’s conduct, Mr. Dubey said, membership
of Rahul Gandhi should be cancelled and he should be barred from
contesting elections in the future. The remarks led to strong
protests from opposition members. Amid the din, the Speaker
adjourned the House for the day.

(BYTE - Nishikant Dubey)
<><>DIPENDRA/BHUPENDRA/MAIL/1738 HRS.

GAURAV::LAXMI EPP
12.02.2026

LS - COMMITTEE FINANCE

The 29th report on action taken by the government on the
observations of the Standing Committee on Finance on Roadmap for Indian
economic growth in light of global economic and geopolitical circumstances
was presented in Lok Sabha today. Arun Bharti of LJP (R) tabled the report
in Lok Sabha. The Committee noted that amid a turbulent global economy
marked by geopolitical tensions, India is sustaining robust growth as real
GDP grew by 6.5 per cent in 2024-25, supported by strong domestic
demand and investment. The Committee also observed India’s position as
the fastest-growing major economy, a status that has been reaffirmed by
the International Monetary Fund. The Committee further noted that the
investment rate must increase to around 35 per cent of GDP from the
current 31 per cent to achieve the ambitious growth target of eight per
cent annually for at least a decade. In an increasingly fragmented global
trade environment, the Committee acknowledged the commendable
growth in India’s exports, with an all-time high in merchandise and services
exports. In reply, the government said that it agrees with the Committee's
views. The Committee also recognises the vital role of Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises as the backbone of the Indian economy.
<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/MAIL/1602 HRS.



BHUVNESH : PAWAN DP-I 12.02.2026
TELANGANA CM - RAINATH - GANDHI SAROVAR PROJECT

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy invited Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh to attend the foundation stone-laying ceremony for
the Gandhi Sarovar project, scheduled for the last week of February. CM
Revanth Reddy reached Delhi yesterday. Later, he met AICC chief
Mallikarjuna Kharge to apprise him of the just concluded Municipal
Elections in the State. Today, CM met Union Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. During the meeting, the Chief Minister extended a formal invitation
to the Union Minister to attend the foundation stone-laying ceremony for
the Gandhi Sarovar project, scheduled for the last week of February.
Revanth Reddy explained to Rajnath Singh that this project, situated at the
confluence of the Eesa and Musi rivers, is a key component of the Musi
Riverfront Development initiative. Furthermore, he detailed the
government's vision to transform Bapughat into a world-class center for
education, culture, spirituality, and environmental consciousness.

<>L<><>

MSV/HYDERABAD/MAIL/1340 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
12.02.2026

RAILWAY PROJECTS

Indian Railways has approved a series of Infrastructure Projects in
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh, aimed at enhancing
operational efficiency, improving safety and reducing travel time. Railways
Ministry in a statement said that the projects include the construction of a
third line between Aunrihar and Varanasi City in Uttar Pradesh, doubling of
Ringas-Sikar Rail Line in Rajasthan and Ujjain bypass line project in
Madhya Pradesh. These projects will exemplify the Indian Railways’



commitment to inclusive and sustainable transport development, bridging
connectivity gaps, improving service reliability, and driving India’s railways
toward a modern, efficient, and citizen-centric future.
<><>Saumya/1813
MK MP-I
12.02.2026

REV. PREZ VP PM DAYANAND SARASWATI

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President C.P Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have paid tribute to Swami Dayanand
Saraswati on his birth anniversary. In a social media post, President
Droupadi Murmu said that Swami Dayanand Saraswati provided invaluable
guidance to the entire society as well as to the country's education system.
The President said that the country has been and will always continue to
be benefited by the spiritual and educational institutions established by
him.

Vice President C.P Radhakrishnan said that Maharishi Dayanand
Saraswati devoted his entire life to the struggle against superstition,
ostentation, and social evils. The Vice President added that his efforts in
the spread of education, the empowerment of women, and the
preservation of Indian culture provided the nation with a new ideological
direction and a sense of self-respect. Mr Radhakrishnan added that
contributions to the establishment of a classless, caste-free, and egalitarian
society, as well as the dissemination of high moral values, continue to
serve as an inspiration for everyone even today.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, Swami Dayanand
Saraswati made unparalleled contributions not only in promoting
education but also in enriching Indian culture and tradition. Mr
Modi added that his efforts for social reform will continue to
serve as a source of inspiration for the people of the country.

<><>BHANU/0850

GAURAV EP-1I
12.02.26

ICC MEN'S T20 WORLD CUP



In the ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup, Nepal were for
in overs against Italy in the 17th match of T20 World Cup

at the Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai, when reports last came in. Italy won
the toss and opted to bowl first.
Meanwhile, India will take on Namibia at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi
at 7 PM today. Earlier in a day, Sri Lanka won the match defeating Oman
by 105 runs at Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Sri Lanka. Put into
bat first, Sri Lanka posted a target of 226 runs with the loss of 5 wickets in
stipulated 20 overs. In reply, Oman could score just 120 runs losing 9
wicket in 20 overs.
<><><> VIKAS/NET/1541 HRS




