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EVE MUMBAI - PM & FRENCH PREZ MEET
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron today
held bilateral talks at Lok Bhavanin Mumbai. The two leaders discussed
strategic cooperation between India and France across key sectors, including
defence, security, trade and cultural exchange. Speaking in joint press
conference Prime Minister Modi said With the launch of the India-France Year
of Innovation, both the countries are transforming strategic partnership into
a Partnership of the People.
[S/B-PM-STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP WITH FRACNE-44 SECS]

Earlier, President of France Emmanuel Macron paid tribute to the
victims of the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks at the historic Taj Mahal Palace
Hotel during his visit to Mumbai, reaffirming solidarity with India in the fight
against terrorism. In a message shared on social media, he said France
stands with India in the face of terrorism with unity and determination,
extending support to the families and loved ones of the victims. President
Macron also interacted with prominent personalities from Indian cinema,
highlighting the cultural ties between the two nations.



SANJIO : HC EP-1 17.02.2026
EVE PREZ - AP VISIT
President Droupadi Murmu arrived in Visakhapatnam this evening to
participate in the International Fleet Review (IFR) 2026. The President
landed at INS Dega Naval Air Station, where she was accorded a warm
welcome by Andhra Pradesh Governor S. Abdul Nazeer, Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan, Visakhapatnam MP M. Sribharat, District Collector M.N.
Harendhira Prasad, and senior officers of the Eastern Naval Command.
The International Fleet Review will be held tomorrow. As the Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, the President will review the ceremonial
fleet and witness a spectacular display of India’s naval strength and maritime
capabilities.
Allu Murali, VIJAYWADA, MAIL, 1808

GAURAV EP-I 17-02-2026
VAISHNAW-AI SUMMIT

Minister of Electronics and Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw today said
that there is tremendous enthusiasm among the youth regarding Artificial
Intelligence (AI). Talking exclusively to Akashvani News at India AI Summit in
New Delhi, Mr Vaishnaw said that the energy visible at the AI summit clearly
reflects the global identity of India in AI, infrastructure, and technology. He
said that the way Prime Minister Narendra Modi has positioned India on the
world stage is clearly evident at the world’s largest AI summit.

BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW
https://x.com/airnewsalerts/status/2023704814425882895?s=
20

AKSHIT/1640
SANJAY JAJU

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Secretary, Sanjay Jaju said, Al
is transforming the entire art of storytelling. Talking to Akashvani News at
India AI Impact Summit in New Delhi, Mr Jaju said that huge disruptions
coming in thorugh artificial intelligence in the entire creator economy.

SANJIO : KAVITA EP-1 17.02.2026

JAIPUR-SHIVRAJ CHOUHAN
Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers' welfare Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that connecting farmers with modern technology is



essential to empower them and make them economically strong. He said the
Central Government is continuously launching new initiatives with this vision
The Minister was addressing a programme in Jaipur today after launching the
farmers’ digital companion, ‘Bharat Vistaar.” He said the initiative aims to
make farmers smart, empowered and well-informed. The government is
focusing on increasing production, reducing input costs, compensating losses
and promoting integrated farming. He added that along with agriculture,
animal husbandry, poultry farming and fisheries must also be encouraged.
Referring to Bharat Vistaar, Mr. Chouhan said that lack of information about
schemes and new technologies often caused losses to farmers. Now, through
a single platform, farmers can access crop-based scientific advice, mandi
prices, weather updates and other key information. He said all this
information will be available to farmers through a single call on their mobile
phones.
(SB -SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN)

The Agriculture Minister also said that farmers’ interests have been fully
protected in the India-US trade agreement. Accusing the opposition of
spreading misinformation, he said the Narendra Modi Government has
always kept farmers’ welfare as its top priority. He added that while the
opposition now speaks about farmers, the UPA Government had refused to
accept the Swaminathan Committee report, which was implemented by the
Modi Government in 2019.

(SB - SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN)

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma said that developing farmers is
essential for building a developed India. He said both the Centre and the
State Government are working with full commitment towards this goal. He
urged farmers to use technology and apply fertilizers and water judiciously to
reduce costs, increase production and protect soil health.

Union Minister of State for Agriculture Bhagirath Choudhary, State
Agriculture Minister Kirodi Lal Meena and senior officials were also present at
the programme. Farmers from across the country joined the event through
video conferencing.

<>DR JITENDRA
SANJIO EP-I 17.02.2026
GUYANA VP

Vice President of Guyana Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo has arrived in New Delhi
to attend India AI Impact Summit. In a social media post, External Affairs
Ministry said that the visit of Vice President Dr. Jagdeo will further strengthen



the historic and multifaceted ties between India and Guyana, rooted in strong
people to people linkages. The Vice-President was received by Minister of
State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai on his arrival for thelndia-AI Impact
Summit.

<><>ANUPAM/RISHU/1619

SANJIO EP-1I 17.02.2026
REV EVE CRICKET-T20

In Men's T20 Cricket World Cup, the 2021 edition’s champions,
Australia have been knocked out of the tournament. The elimination came
after the crucial Group B clash between Zimbabwe and Ireland was
abandoned without a ball being bowled due to incessant rain at Pallekele in
Sri Lanka today. With the game being washed out, the points were shared
between Ireland and Zimbabwe. On the basis of points,

Zimbabwe have become the second team from Group B to qualify for Super
8 stage. Sri Lanka have already qualified for the Super 8 from Group B with a
game to spare.

Australia’s qualification hopes were already dented yesterday after an
eight-wicket defeat to Hosts Sri Lanka at the very same venue.

Zimbabwe are currently on second position in Group B with five points
from three matches and have one more fixture remaining. Ireland with three
matches and three are at the third spot and Australia with three matches, two
points are at the fourth. Oman are fifth with no wins in three matches.
Australia can reach a maximum of four points if they win their last game.

Earlier, New Zealand defeated Canada by eight wickets in a Group D
encounter at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai this afternoon.
Chasing a target of 174 runs, New Zealand overhauled the score, posting 176
runs for the loss of two wickets in 15.1 overs. Earlier, opting to bat first,
Canada posted 173 runs for the loss of 4 wickets in stipulated 20 overs.

In the third fixture, Scotland will lock horns with Nepal in a Group C
fixture at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai. The match will start at 7 pm.
<><><> SWATI/NET/1803

SANJIO EP-II 17.02.2026
BANGLADESH-OATH

BNP Chief Tarigue Rahman was sworn in as the new Prime Minister of
Bangladesh today. The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) secured a
landslide victory in the 13th general elections recently. President Mohammed



Shahabuddin administered the oath of office to 60-year-old Rahman at the
South Plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad instead of Bangabhaban, in a departure
from a long-standing tradition. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, along with
several other foreign dignitaries attended the swearing-in ceremony. Earlier
in the day, Mr Rahman was elected as leader of the parliamentary party by
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party lawmakers. BNP has bagged 209 seats out
of 297 seats, while right-wing Jamaat-e-Islami secured 68 seats in the 13th
Parliamentary elections. Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's Awami
League was barred from contesting polls.

<><><> SWATI/PTI/1557



