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NSD
SUDHIR MP-I 08.02.26
PM - MALAYSIA (EARLY)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is in Malaysia on a two day official tour.
Last night, he addressed the Indian community at a diaspora event held at
the Mines Exhibition and Convention Centre in Kuala Lumpur. Addressing a
gathering of around 15,000 people, Mr Modi highlighted the deep personal
and people-to-people ties between India and Malaysia, describing the
Indian diaspora as a “living bridge” that connects the hearts of the two
nations.

Recalling his longstanding friendship with Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim, Mr Modi said he had promised to visit Malaysia after
missing last year's ASEAN summit, a commitment he has now fulfilled.
Prime Minister Modi also said India and Malaysia elevated their relationship
to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2024, adding that both
countries now walk “hand in hand” and celebrate each other’s success. He



said India’s growth also contributes to Malaysia’s and Asia’s progress.
Emphasising economic cooperation, Mr Modi said over 100 Indian IT
companies are operating in Malaysia, generating thousands of jobs, and
announced that India’s digital payment platform UPI will be launched in
Malaysia soon.

Announcing key diaspora-focused initiatives, Mr Modi said the
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card facility has been extended up to the
sixth generation, the Thiruvalluvar Scholarship will be introduced for
students studying in India, and a new Indian consulate will be opened in
Malaysia. Addressing the Indian community, he said whether born in Kuala
Lumpur or Kolkata, India lives in their hearts, and praised the diaspora for
contributing to the vision of a prosperous Malaysia and a developed India.
<><><>CB/DURGESH/ KUALA LUMPUR/ MAIL/ 0200 HRS.

SUDHIR MP-1 08.02.26
VP- PM MALAYSIA

Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan has said that the address
delivered by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the Indian diaspora in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia underscores the deep historical and cultural bonds
between both nations. In a social media post, He said, Indian diaspora in
Malaysia plays a vital role and is a living bridge between the two countries.
Vice-President also highlighted the Prime Minister's remarks celebrating
Tamil heritage and welcomed the announcement on the establishment of a
Thiruvalluvar Centre, reflecting a strong commitment to promoting India’s
civilisational legacy. Mr Radhakrishnan added that such initiatives
strengthen cultural ties and carry our rich heritage across the globe.
<><>CB/AMAN 0531

SUDHIR MP-1 08.02.2026
GOYAL-INDIA US PC
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said that the India-US
interim trade agreement is fair, equitable and balanced, and ensures
complete protection of farmers’ interests. He said agricultural and dairy
products adequately produced in India, including maize, wheat, rice, sugar,
soybean and poultry, have been kept outside tariff concessions. The
Minister added that the agreement aims to promote exports, generate
employment and advance India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047.
Briefing the media on the India-US Joint Statement in New Delhi



yesterday, Mr Goyal said that the earlier 50 per cent reciprocal tariff has
now been reduced to 18 per cent for Indian exports under the agreement.
He pointed out that India now enjoys lower tariff rates compared to its
neighbouring countries, including China, Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Vietnam. Mr Goyal highlighted that the deal safeguards the agriculture and
dairy sectors, while several agricultural products such as spices, tea,
coffee, cashew nuts, chestnuts, avocado, banana, mango, kiwi and papaya
will attract zero duty in the United States. He added that the trade
agreement has been welcomed across all sectors of the country.

BYTE — PIYUSH GOYAL

The Commerce and Industry Minister said the government aims to

raise India-US bilateral trade to 45 lakh crore rupees in the coming years.
He said new opportunities have opened up for investors following the
agreement and urged them to take advantage of them. He added that
MSMEs, artisans, weavers and youth engaged in export-oriented sectors
will be among the key beneficiaries.

BYTE — PIYUSH GOYAL
CB/SAKLEN/BHANU/ROHAN/0622 HRS

ASHWINI VAISHNAW SEMICONDUCTOR

Union minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has asserted that India is making major
progress in the development of Semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem
that can provide end to end solutions for other countries. He was
addressing media persons after unveiling the 2 nanometer semiconductor
chip manufactured by Qualcomm in Bengaluru yesterday. The minister
expressed confidence that India will be able to globally offer its talent in
the Artificial Intelligence and Semiconductor sector.

GAURAV::RZ EP-I 07.02.26
JITENDRA SINGH-AMRAVATI

Amaravati will soon emerge as India’s first Quantum Valley, said
Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences Dr. Jitendra Singh.
The Union Minister along with Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu today laid foundation stone for Amaravati Quantum
Valley project in state’s capital Amaravati. Addressing the gathering, the
Union Minister said the Centre has launched several mission-mode
initiatives, including the National Quantum Mission, to position India as a



global leader in advanced technologies. As part of this vision, Amaravati is
being developed as a major hub for quantum research and innovation, he
added.

<><><><>ALLU MURALI/ VIJAYWADA/ MAIL/ 2014 HRS.

SUDHIR MP-I 08.02.26
SEYCHELLES PREZ-VISIT

President of Seychelles Patrick Herminie, on a five-day visit to India,
arrived in Mumbai yesterday along with First Lady Veronique Herminie. The
Seychelles President met Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal and later attended the India-Seychelles Business
Roundtable organised by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

Addressing the meet, President Herminie said India-Seychelles
relations have strengthened over the past 50 years and his country looks
forward to expanding cooperation. He said Seychelles views India with
great respect, noting its position as the world’s fourth-largest economy.

Minister Sonowal said the two countries share a trusted partnership
based on people-to-people ties and maritime links, which has expanded to
include cooperation in healthcare, education, maritime security and disaster
response. He said growing trade, Indian investments, direct Mumbai-Mahe
connectivity and India’s port-led development initiatives are creating new
opportunities for economic and strategic cooperation.

Seychelles Foreign Affairs and Diaspora Minister Barry Faure and
Finance, Economic Planning, Trade and Investment Minister Pierre Laporte
were also present, along with business leaders from both sides.
<><><><>CB/BHAVANA GOKHALE, DEVAPRIYO
BHATTACHARIEE/ MUMBAI/ MAIL/0543 HRS.

SKS NP-II 07.02.2026
INDIA vs US T20 CRICKET RESULT

In Men’s cricket, India defeated United States by 29 runs in the third
match of T20 World Cup at Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai tonight. Chasing a
target of 162 runs set by India, United States could manage to score 132
for 8 in stipulated 20 overs. For USA, Shubham Ranjane and Sanjay
Krishnamurthi were the highest scorers contributing 37 runs each. For
India, Mohammed Siraj took 3 wickets while Arshdeep Singh scalped 2
wickets.



Earlier, United States won the toss and opted to bowl. Put into bat,
India made 161 for 9 in stipulated 20 overs. Skipper Suryakumar Yadav
was the top scorer with an unbeaten 84 runs off 49 balls. Tilak Varma
scored 25 while Ishan Kishan scored 20 runs. For USA, Shadley van
Schalkwyk scalped 4 wickets. Suryakumar Yadav was adjudged the Player
of the Match. In the second match West Indies defeated Scotland by 35
runs at the Eden Gardens, Kolkata tonight.

Tomorrow, there are three fixtures. In the 4th match of the World
Cup, New Zealand will take on Afghanistan at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium, Chennai. The match will start at 11.00 am local time. In the 5th
match, England will face Nepal at the Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai. The
match is scheduled to begin at 03.00 local time. The 6th match will be
played between Sri Lanka and Ireland at the R.Premadasa Stadium,
Colombo. The match will start at 07.00 pm local time.

<>NET/2304 HRS



