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MK MP-II 05.02.2026
BHARAT TAXI LAUNCH- SHAH

Union Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah will launch Bharat Taxi,
India’s first cooperative-based ride-hailing platform in New Delhi today. It
will be a significant milestone in strengthening the cooperative sector and
promoting inclusive, citizen-centric mobility solutions in the country. The
Ministry of Cooperation said that the platform will place drivers, referred to
as Sarathis at the centre of ownership, operations, and value creation and
will free them from exploitative aggregator-based models.

The platform will also operate on a zero-commission and surge-free
pricing model, with direct distribution of profits to drivers. The Ministry
mentioned that Bharat Taxi priorities social security for Sarathis through
health insurance, accident insurance, retirement savings, and a dedicated
driver support system. It added that initiatives such as Bike Didi are being
implemented, under which over one hundred fifty women drivers have
joined Bharat Taxi so far.
<><>SAMARTH/SHIVANG/AMAN/2200
MK MP-II 05.02.2026
JAISHANKAR CRITICAL MINERALS

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has underlined the challenges
of excessive concentration of critical minerals and the importance of de-
risking supply chains through structured international cooperation.
Addressing the inaugural Critical Minerals Ministerial convened by US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Washington DC last night, Dr Jaishankar
also conveyed India's support to the FORGE initiative on critical minerals.
He said this in a post on X. In his address, he also highlighted India's
efforts towards greater resilience through initiatives including the National
Critical Minerals Mission, Rare Earth Corridors and responsible commerce.

His remarks came as US Vice President J.D. Vance invited allies and
partners to work together to reshape the global critical minerals market.
Vance said modern economies still depended on real things and that critical
minerals were as essential as oil and gas.

Earlier, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio highlighted the importance
of economic security through critical minerals and the need for allies to
come together not only to rectify the mistakes of the past but to pool in



collective talent and innovation to ensure diversity and affordability in
supply chains.

Before the start of the ministerial meet, Dr Jaishankar met with
several global counterparts, including Canadian Foreign Minister Anita
Anand and Singapore's Vivian Balakrishnan. He also interacted with his
counterparts from the Netherlands, Italy, Malaysia, Bahrain, Mongolia,
Poland, Romania, Israel and Uzbekistan.

The United States hosted the inaugural Critical Minerals Ministerial in
Washington DC, bringing together delegations from over 50 countries to
advance collaboration on securing and diversifying global critical mineral
supply chains.

<><><> PTI/IANS/ANI/mk/0443HRS
MK MP-1 05.02.2026
BJP PRESIDENT-TELENGANA

BJP President Nitin Nabin has said that the Telangana Congress
government led by Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, is engaging in divisive
politics and appeasement, targeting the state's Hindu temples and
traditions. Addressing a Public meeting at Mahboob Nagar in Telangana
yesterday, Mr Nabin stated that the BJP has vowed to protect Sanatan
Dharma and Hindu sentiments, warning that the Congress's actions will
have consequences. He called upon the party workers to campaign
vigorously, highlighting the Modi government's policies and Congress
government's broken promises, particularly regarding financial support for
women, farmers, and marginalized communities. The BIP chief said that
the party aims to win the upcoming municipal elections, emphasizing the
need for good governance and development in Telangana.
<><>MSM/HYDERABAD/CB/0459HRS

MK MP-1 05.02.2026
PLASTINDIA-EXHIBITION

PLASTINDIA 2026, one of the world's premier plastics exhibitions, will
commence in New Delhi today. The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers
said that during the event, over two thousand international exhibitors will
showcase cutting-edge innovations in machinery, raw materials, and
circular economy solutions. It said that the event will highlight India’s
strength in Men, Material, Machine and Markets, while revolving around the
strategic pillars of Trade, Technology, Talent, and Tourism. The Ministry
further said that for the first time, PLASTINDIA is envisaged as a Zero



Waste exhibition.

The theme of this global exhibition is BHARAT NEXT, aligning with
the vision of Viksit and Atmanirbhar Bharat.The Ministry added that a
dedicated space for youth, innovators, and start-ups will be set up,
showcasing sustainable plastic solutions and recognising their role in the
industry’s future. The exhibition will continue till 10th of this month.

<><>AMAN/SHIVANG/cb/0506HRS

MK MP-1 05.02.2026
MORN. J&K-TERRORISTS-KISHTWAR

In Jammu and Kashmir, joint security forces killed a terrorist in an
encounter in Kishtwar district yesterday. White Knight Corps in its post on
'X' said that the Operation Trashi-I is underway to eliminate terrorists and
one of them has been killed. Our correspondent reports that joint teams of
security forces are engaged in the operation in the Dichad area of Chatroo
in Kishtwar district. Joint teams of security forces, including two Para
Special Forces, are engaged in the operation. The gunfight erupted after
the forces launched a cordon-and-search operation following specific
intelligence inputs about the presence of terrorists in the area.
<><>N. Gulshan Raina/cb/0525HRS

SANJIO::MEENU EP-I 04.02.26
PM MALAYSIA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will pay an official visit to Malaysia
from 7th to 8th February at the invitation of Prime Minister of Malaysia,
Anwar Ibrahim. This would be the third visit of Prime Minister Modi to
Malaysia, and the first after elevation of India-Malaysia bilateral
relationship to a ‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’ in August 2024.

External Affairs Ministry said that during the visit, Prime Minister will
hold bilateral discussions with his Malaysian counterpart. Prime Minister
Modi will also interact with members of the Indian community, as well as
industry and business representatives. The 10th India-Malaysia CEO Forum
is also scheduled to be held coinciding with the visit of the Prime Minister.

Our correspondent reports that India and Malaysia share long-
standing bonds of friendship, based on historical, civilisational and cultural
connections. The relationship is further strengthened by the presence of a
2.9 million strong Indian diaspora in Malaysia, the third largest in the
world.

The India-Malaysia relationship is multi-faceted and growing. The



forthcoming visit will serve as an opportunity for both leaders to review the
entire gamut of bilateral cooperation. These include trade and investment,
defence, security and maritime cooperation, digital and financial
technology, energy, healthcare, education, and culture.
<>Suparna/Mail/1627 hrs

SANJIO::KAVITA EPP 04.02.26
RS-PIYUSH GOYAL

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today clarified
that the Indian government has taken care of its sensitive sector like
fertiliser and agriculture in the India-US trade deal. Making a statement in
Rajya Sabha, Piyush Goyal said This Agreement will provide new
opportunities to small and medium businessmen, MSMEs, industrialists,
skilled workers and industries. He said the deal will act as a catalyst to
strengthen manufacturing, expand employment opportunities, and propel
economic growth, while unlocking new business avenues for both nations.
Mr Goyal said both sides will work together to fulfill important processes
related to trade agreement and finalise the paperwork so that its full
capability can be taken at the earliest. He further informed that the details
of the Agreement will be announced soon after the conclusion of these
processes. He also clarified that the Government has said publicly several
times that safeguarding the energy requirements of 140 Crore Indians is
the biggest priority of the Modi government. He said President Trump
announced a reduction in the tariff on Indian exports to the United States
to 18%, which is lower than the tariffs imposed by the United States on
many competing countries. He said this will increase India's export
competitiveness in the American market.

<<<>>> SANJEEV/1535

SANJIO::MEENU EP-I 04.02.26
MANIPUR-CM -SWORN IN

The President's rule in Manipur was revoked and BJP MLA- Yumnam
Khemchand Singh sworn in as Chief Minister of Manipur today. The Ministry
of Home Affairs issued a notification today announcing the revocation of
President's Rule in Manipur with immediate effect. The President Rule was
imposed in the State on 13 February, 2025 following the resignation of
then Chief Minister N. Biren Singh and kept the Manipur Legislative
Assembly, which has a tenure till March, 2027, under suspended



animation.

The Swearing-in ceremony was held at Lok Bhavan in Imphal and
Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla administered the oath to Shri
Khemchand.

Two other MLAs- Nemcha Kipgen of BJP and Losii Dikho of NPF were
administered as Deputy Chief Ministers while BJP MLA- Govindas
Konthoujam and NPP MLA- Khuraijam Loken were administered as
ministers during the swearing-in ceremony today. Smt. Nemcha Kipgen
attended the ceremony from Manipur Bhavan, New Delhi through video
conference.

Shri Khemchand was elected from Singjamei Assembly Constituency
in 2017 on BIP ticket and became Speaker of Manipur Legislative
Assembly. He was again elected from the same constituency in the last
general election and became minister to the then N. Biren led government.
He along with the central party leader met the Governor this morning and
claimed to form a BIP led NDA Government in the State.

BJP National General Secretary- Tarun Chugh, who was appointed as
central observer for the election of the legislature party leader for Manipur
along with BJP MP- Sambit Patra attended the swearing-in ceremony.
Former Chief Minister- N. Biren Singh along with the MLAs of coalition party
also attended the ceremony.

Meanwhile, the Manipur Legislative Assembly Secretariat has
informed that the 7th session of the ongoing 12th Manipur Legislative
Assembly will be held on Friday.
<><>]] Thokchom / Imphal/MAIL/1928

MK MP-1 05.02.2026
MORN. J&K-TERRORISTS-KISHTWAR

In Jammu and Kashmir, joint security forces killed a terrorist in an
encounter in Kishtwar district yesterday. White Knight Corps in its post on
'X' said that the Operation Trashi-I is underway to eliminate terrorists and
one of them has been killed. Our correspondent reports that joint teams of
security forces are engaged in the operation in the Dichad area of Chatroo
in Kishtwar district.

Joint teams of security forces, including two Para Special Forces, are
engaged in the operation. The gunfight erupted after the forces launched a
cordon-and-search operation following specific intelligence inputs about the
presence of terrorists in the area.



<><>N. Gulshan Raina/cb/0525HRS
MK MP-1 05.02.2026
RBI- MONETARY POLICY

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) six-member Monetary Policy
Committee, headed by Governor Sanjay Malhotra, began its bi-monthly
meeting yesterday to deliberate on interest rates. The rate decision will be
announced tomorrow morning.

Most economists expect the RBI to maintain status quo, noting that
the central bank has already cut the repo rate by 125 basis points since
early 2025 and inflation remains well below the 4 per cent target.

<>BHAVANA GOKHALE/ SWEETY JAIN/cb/0548HRS
MK MP-II 04.02.2026
WPL-CRICKET

In the Women's Premier League Cricket, Delhi Capitals will take on
Royal Challengers Bengaluru in the final at the BCA stadium in Vadodara
today.The match will begin at 7:30 PM. It is a second final for Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, who have the chance to claim their second WPL
title, while Delhi Capitals hoping it is being fourth time lucky.

For this year Women’s Premier League season, the BCCI has
allocated a total prize pool of nearly 10 crore rupees, underlining the
financial growth of the tournament.

NET/0625HRS

MK MP-II 05.02.2026
U19-CRICKET FINAL

In Cricket, India will lock horns with England in the Summit Clash of
Under-19 ODI Cricket World Cup on Friday.
India entered the finals defeating Afghanistan by seven wickets in the
second semifinal match at Harare in Zimbabwe yesterday. India achieved
the target of 311 runs in 41.1 overs with the loss of three wickets. Among
Men in Blue, Aaron George scored 115 runs off 104 balls, while Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi struck 68 off 33 deliveries and skipper Ayush Mhatre added a
valuable 62 runs off 59 balls. For Afghanistan, Nooristani Omarzai took two
wickets while Wahidullah Zadran got one wicket.

Earlier, electing to bat first, Afghanistan posted 310 runs for the loss
of four wickets in stipulated 50 overs. Faisal Shinozada with 110 runs off
93 balls was the top scorer, followed by Uzairullah Niazai who scored 101



runs off 86 balls. For India Deepesh Devendran and Kanishk Chouhan
scalped two wickets each. Aaron George was declared player of the match.

England had defeated defending champion Australia by 27-runs in
the first semifinal at Bulawayo.

The Indian team has remained unbeaten in the tournament. The Men
in Blue are the most successful side in the history of the competition,
having lifted the trophy a record five times - in 2000, 2008, 2012, 2018
and 2022 - with Australia next best on four titles.
<<<>>> SWATI/NET/CB/0540HRS



