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NEELAM :: KAMINI DP-I
18.02.2026
DAY PREZ-IFR REVIEW
President Droupadi Murmu is reviewing the International Fleet

Review (IFR) 2026 at Visakhapatnam today as Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces. On arrival, the President received a ceremonial guard of
honour from the Eastern Naval Command and was welcomed by senior
naval officers. The proceedings began with the national anthem, setting a
solemn tone for the grand maritime event.
Embarked on INS Sumedha, the Presidential Yacht, President Murmu is
inspecting an impressive array of Indian and foreign naval ships anchored
off the Visakhapatnam coast. The review features a steam past of warships
and submarines, flypasts by naval aircraft, sailing vessel parades, search-
and-rescue demonstrations by helicopters, and combat displays by Marine
Commandos.
The IFR aims to enhance maritime security and foster cooperation among
friendly nations. The event was attended by Andhra Pradesh Governor S.
Abdul Nazeer, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, Union Minister K. Ram
Mohan Naidu, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan, and other
senior government officials. Visakhapatnam is hosting the International
Fleet Review for the second time since 2016, reaffirming its status as a
major maritime hub and symbol of international naval unity.
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NEELAM :: KAMINI DP-1
18.02.2026

AI SUMMIT- WORLD LEADERS

Global leaders continue to arrive in New Delhi for the India AI
Impact Summit 2026. President of Spain, Pedro Sanchez Pérez-Castejon,
Vice President of Seychelles, Sebastien Pillay and Prime Minister of
Mauritius Dr. Navinchandra Ramgoolam today arrived in the National
Capital for the AI Summit. In a social media post, the Ministry of External
Affairs said that the visit of President Sanchez will add further impetus to
the ongoing celebrations of India-Spain Dual Year of Culture, Tourism and
Al It also said that Seychelles is a close and longstanding maritime partner
and its participation in the Summit offers an opportunity to harness Al for
the benefit of our peoples and further strengthen our partnership.

The ministry said, the visit of Prime Minister Ramgoolam will add
Digital cooperation remains a key pillar of India-Mauritius .
<><>AMAN/NITIKA/1033 HRS

SHUKLA DP-1 18.02.2026
VAISHNAW SYMPOSIUM

Union Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw today underlined that India is strongly focused on Al for
solving real-world problems. He said this while addressing the opening
ceremony of a Research Symposium on the third day of India AI Impact
summit in the New Delhi. He added that the country is prioritising the use
of Al to improve productivity in enterprises and to address population-scale
challenges such as healthcare, agriculture and climate change.

S/B: Ashwini Vaishnaw

Referring to the Al summit, he noted that it provides an important
opportunity to deliberate on various technical matters. He urged the top
minds present at the symposium to offer solid and concrete suggestions on
how to make AI safe. The Minister termed Al as a powerful tool and said
that it should be used for the benefit of humanity.

ANKIT/0950



SHUKLA DP-1 18.02.26
SHAH- RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHANSA

Home Minister Amit Shah has paid tribute to Ramakrishna
Paramahansa on his birth anniversary. In a social media post, Mr Shah said
Ramakrishna Paramahansa conveyed the message of universal
brotherhood through spirituality and ethical life, and gave a new direction
to the entire human race. The Minister said Paramahansa’s lofty ideals and
visionary thoughts will forever remain inspirational for people of all age
groups.

<><>RISHU/0831

SHUKLA MP-1 18.02.26
REV IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department, IMD has forecast thunderstorm
and hailstorm over Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and East Rajasthan
today. Thunderstorm with lightning and gusty winds is expected over
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Rajasthan for the day. The Met
Department has also predicted thunderstorm with lightning over West
Madhya Pradesh. The weather agency has said dense fog conditions will
prevail over Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. Meanwhile, Delhi-NCR
witnessed light showers early in the morning.

According to IMD, maximum temperatures are likely to fall by two to four
degree Celsius across parts of Northwest India till tomorrow. Also,
minimum temperatures are expected to rise by two degree Celsius over
Gujarat, southern parts of Maharashtra, Central India and East India during
the next two days.

RISHU/0725

SHUKLA MP 11 18.02.26

REV. CRICKET-T20
In the ICC Men's T20 World Cup, three matches are scheduled for



today. Defending champions India will take on Netherlands in a Group A
match at Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. The match will start at 7
PM local time.

In the Group A, Pakistan will take on Namibia clash at the Sinhalese
Sports Club in Colombo at 3 PM, while in the Group D clash, South Africa
will face United Arab Emirates at Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi at 11 AM.

Meanwhile, Nepal defeated Scotland by seven wickets in Group C
match at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai last night. Chasing a target of
171 runs set by Scotland, Nepal made 171 for 3 in 19.2 overs. Dipendra
Singh Airee was the highest scorer for Nepal. He was declared Player of
the Match. Put in to bat, Scotland posted 170 runs for the loss of seven
wickets in stipulated 20 overs. Nepal had won the toss and opted to field.

VIKAS/NET/0720

NEELAM DP-I
18.02.26
JAISHANKAR BANGLADESH FM
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has congratulated Dr.

Khalilur Rahman on being sworn-in as the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh.
In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar said he is looking forward to working
together to advance India-Bangladesh cooperation for mutual progress and
prosperity.

SUPARNA/1131 Hrs

NEELAM DP-I
18.02.2026
DAY PM - BILATERALS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a meeting with President
of Spain Pedro Sanchez at Hyderabad House in New Delhi today.
Mr Modi is slated to hold a series of meetings with several global
leaders today who are in the national capital for the India Al
Impact Summit. Mr Modi is also scheduled to meet Prime Minister of
Finland Antti Petteri Orpo, President of Serbia Aleksandar Vucic, Prime
Minister of Croatia Andrej Plenkovic, President of Estonia Alar Karis, Prime



Minister of Bhutan Dasho Tshering Tobgay and Prime Minister of
Kazakhstan Olzhas Bektenov.

Earlier this morning, Prime Minister Modi met Google CEO
Sundar Pichai who is also in the city to attend the India AI Impact
Summit.

<><>Suparna/1135 hrs

NEELAM DP 11 18.02.26

GUTERRERS-INDIA Al

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has said that regulating
Artificial Intelligence is not the role of the United Nations, as the world
body plans to convene an annual global dialogue on Al with participation
from governments, the private sector and civil society. In an interview with
a news agency, ahead of his visit to New Delhi for the India AI Impact
Summit, Guterres outlined three key initiatives under the Global Digital
Compact to strengthen global cooperation on Al. These include the
creation of a high-level Independent International Scientific Panel on
Artificial Intelligence comprising 40 experts from across the world. Guterres
said the panel will provide independent scientific assessments on Al
advancements and risks, enabling governments to take informed policy
decisions. The UN General Assembly recently appointed the panel
members, including IIT Madras professor Balaraman Ravindran. UN
Secretary Guterres also proposed a voluntary global fund of up to three
billion dollars to help developing countries build AI capacity.

During his visit, the UN chief will address the Summit, hold bilateral
talks with President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
and participate in discussions on renewable energy and global digital
cooperation.

<><><><>TAPAN/PTI/1137
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