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SANJIO EP-I 24.02.2026
CABINET-EARLY

The Union Cabinet today reiterated its commitment to make Seva
Teerth a global example of sensitive, accountable, and citizen-centric
governance. Briefing media after the Cabinet meeting, Information and
Broadcasting minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, in the Seva Sankalp
Resolution taken in the first meeting of Cabinet in Seva Teerth today the
Cabinet resolved that in the journey to make India a prosperous, capable,
and self-reliant nation by 2047, this premise will serve as a powerful center
of national aspirations. The Union Cabinet reiterated its resolve that every
decision taken in Seva Teerth will be inspired by a spirit of service toward
1.4 billion citizens and will be connected to the broader goal of nation-
building. It also reiterated its resolve that every decision taken in this
premises will be inspired by the sentiment of ‘Nagrik Devo Bhava’. The
Cabinet took a firm resolve that with the new energy of Seva Teerth and
the rapid pace of the Reform Express, Government will fulfill its
commitment to secure India’s place among the top three economies of the
world in the near future.

Mr Vaishnaw informed that the Cabinet approved the proposal for
alteration of name of State of Kerala as Keralam. He said, after approval of
Union Cabinet, the President of India will refer a Bill, hamely the Kerala
(Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 to the State Legislative Assembly of Kerala



for expressing its views. The Minister said, after receipt of the views of the
State Legislative Assembly of Kerala, Government of India will take further
action and the recommendation of President will be obtained for
introduction of the Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 for alteration of
name of State of ‘Kerala’” as ‘Keralam’ in Parliament. He said, Legislative
Assembly of Kerala had passed a resolution on 24th June 2024 to alter the
name of the State of Kerala to Keralam.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approves three
multitracking projects covering eight districts across Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand. The total estimated cost of the projects is
nine thousand 72 crore rupees and will be completed by 2030-31. Mr
Vaishnaw said, the projects are doubling of the Gondia-Jabalpur railway
line, addition of the third and fourth lines between Punarakh and Kiul in
Bihar and also the third and fourth lines between Gamharia and Chandil in
Jharkhand. He said, it will increase the existing network of Indian Railways
by about 307 Kilometres.

The Minister said, Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs gave its
approval for the development of the Civil Enclave at Srinagar International
Airport proposed at an estimated cost of one thousand 677 crore rupees.
He said, it will mark a major milestone in strengthening aviation
infrastructure and connectivity in the Kashmir Valley. Mr Vaishnaw said, the
project scope also includes the construction of barracks for security
personnel. He said, the project spread over 73 acres.

The Cabinet approved extension of existing North-South corridor
from GIFT City to Shahpur of Gujarat Metro Rail Corporation Limited. Mr
Vaishnaw said, it will be 3.33 kilometers long and include three elevated
stations. He said, the project is scheduled to be completed in
approximately four years. The estimated cost of the project is over one
thousand 67 crore rupees.

The Minister said, Cabinet approved enhanced delegation to
POWERGRID from the extant guidelines on delegation of powers to
Maharatna CPSEs for increasing equity investment threshold from five
thousand crore rupees per subsidiary to seven thousand 500 crore rupees
per subsidiary. He said, the approval will enable POWERGRID to expand its
investment in its core business and support the evacuation of renewable
energy capacity, helping achieve the target of 500 Giga Watt from non-
fossil-based sources.

Mr Vaishnaw said, Cabinet approved Minimum Support Prices MSP of



Raw Jute for Marketing season 2026-27. He said, the MSP of Raw Jute
(TD-3 grade) has been fixed at five thousand 925 rupees per quintal for
2026-27 season. The Minister said, this would ensure a return of 61.8
percent over the all India weighted average cost of production. He said,
the MSP of Raw Jute for Marketing season 2026-27 is an increase of 275
rupees per quintal over the previous Marketing season 2025-26.
<><>ANKIT/ANUPAM/1552

SANJIO EP-I 24.02.2026
PM-ISRAEL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a two day State visit to
Israel from tomorrow. This will be the second visit of Prime Minister to
Israel. During the visit, the Prime Minister will meet his Israeli counterpart
Benjamin Netanyahu. The two leaders will review the significant progress
made in India - Israel Strategic Partnership. They will discuss further
opportunities in various areas of cooperation, including science and
technology, innovation, defence and security, agriculture, water
management, trade and economy, and people to people exchanges. The
leaders are also expected to exchange perspectives on regional and global
issues of mutual interest. Mr Modi will also call on President of Israel Isaac
Herzog. Ministry of External Affairs said, this visit will reaffirm the deep and
long-standing strategic partnership between the two countries and will
present an opportunity to review the common challenges as well as realign
efforts towards achieving their shared vision for a robust partnership
between two resilient democracies.
<><>ANUPAM/1736
SANJIO::LAXMI EP-I 24.02.2026
TELANGANA MAOIST SURRENDER

In Telangana, four senior Naxalite leaders today surrender in
Hyderabad. In a blow to the top Maoist leadership Tippiri Thirupati Devuii,
Politburo Member; Malla Raji Reddy Sangram, Central Committee Member;
Bade Chokka Rao Damodar, Telangana State Committee Secretary; and
Nune Narsimha Reddy Ganganna, State Committee Member have
surrendered before DGP B. Shivadhar Reddy.

Their surrender is seen as a significant blow to the Maoist party. The
Telangana State Committee has been rendered defunct following their
surrender. DGP Said that except 11 out of 591 Maoiosts cadare in the
state, all surrendered in Telangana.
<>MAHESH/HYDERABAD/MAIL/1723 HRS.



SANJIO::LAXMI EP-I 24.02.2026
PREZ-MAHARASHTRA VISIT

President, Mrs. Droupadi Murmu arrived in Mumbai this afternoon for
a two-day visit to Maharashtra. She was received at Mumbai’s Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Airport by Governor Acharya Devvrat. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy Chief Ministers Eknath Shinde and
Sunetra Ajit Pawar, Minister of State for Protocol Jayakumar Rawal, Mayor
Ritu Tayde, Chief Secretary Rajesh Agarwal were present on this occasion.

The President will shortly inaugurate the nationwide campaign
‘Saving Lives and Building a Healthier Bharat’, being organised by PD
Hinduja Hospital at Lok Bhavan. Tomorrow, the President will inaugurate
the ‘National Arogya Fair 2026’, being organised by the Union Ministry of
AYUSH at Shegaon in Buldhana district. Later in the day, she will grace the
state-level launch of ‘Golden Era of Maharashtra through Unity and Trust/,
organised by Brahma Kumaris in Nagpur.
<><><> BHAVANA GOKHALE/NISHA MOHAN
RANEY/MUMBAI/MAIL/1629

SANJIO EP-1 24.02.2026
Him CONNECT-MO ENVIRONMENT

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change will organize
‘Him-CONNECT’ in New Delhi from tomorrow as part of the Energy and
Resources Institute’s (TERI) World Sustainable Development summit. Him-
CONNECT' is a platform aimed at connecting researchers working in the
Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) with start-ups, investors and policymakers
to enable the scaling and on-ground application of their research
outcomes. It will be open to visitors for two days from Thursday. More
than 24 technologies, prototypes, patents and pilot projects developed for
the fragile ecosystem of the Indian Himalayan Region under the Ministry’s
National Mission on Himalayan Studies will be showcased during Him-
CONNECT. The event will be attended by over hundred start-ups,
incubators, investors and policymakers.

<<<>>> PRIYA/1601

SANJIO EP-1 24-02-2026
BHUPENDER YADAV-DUST MOU



Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav today presided over
the signing of four memorandum of understandings (MoUs) for
implementation of Standard Framework and Road Asset Management
System for Dust-free and Sustainable Urban Roads in Delhi-NCR. The MoUs
are in line with the standard framework for paving and greening of urban
roads issued by the Commission for Air Quality Management in National
Capital Region and Adjoining Areas. It aims to improve road cross-sections,
right-of-way utilization, greening measures and road maintenance
protocols across the NCR.

Addressing the ceremony, Mr Yadav said that air pollution is a major
challenge in the Delhi-NCR region. The Minister stressed that dust is a
major contributor of PMy, pollution in the region and added that roads
most affected by traffic congestion and dust pollution should be
scientifically mapped. Emphasizing the role of greening, Mr Yadav said that
bushes requiring less water should be planted in open areas.

The Minister appreciated the coordinated efforts of CAQM, and NCR
State Governments in advancing long-term structural measures for control
of dust pollution from roads.

<<<>>> PRIYA/1626
SANJIO EP-11 24-02-2026

COURT-CONGRESS PROTESTS

A Delhi court today sent Indian Youth Congress (IYC) president Uday
Bhanu Chib to four-day police custody in connection with a protest at the
India AI Impact Summit. Judicial Magistrate Ravi allowed four days of
custody to the police to question Chib over his role in the AI Summit
protest. Earlier on Friday, police arrested Krishna Hari, national secretary of
Youth Congress from Bihar, Kundan Yadav, state secretary of Bihar, Ajay
Kumar, state president of Uttar Pradesh and Narasimha Yadav from
Telangana for holding a shirtless protest inside an exhibition hall at the
Summit. The protesters also allegedly engaged in a protracted scuffle with
security personnel and police staff deployed at the venue.

<><><> GAURAV/PTI/1531 HRS



SANJIO::MEENU EP-I 24.02.2026
AP-EK BHARAT SHRESTH BHARAT

Andhra Pradesh Governor S. Abdul Nazeer participated as the Chief
Guest at the Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram State Foundation Day
celebrations held at Lok Bhavan in Vijayawada, under the ‘Ek Bharat
Shresth Bharat’” programme. Addressing the gathering, the Governor
praised the rich cultural and natural heritage of the two States. He
described Arunachal Pradesh as the “land of dawn-lit mountains,” known
for its misty peaks, monasteries, lakes, and vibrant traditions. On Mizoram,
he highlighted its 84.5 percent forest cover and diverse tribal population,
noting the popular Mizo Cheraw, or bamboo dance, performed in rhythmic
coordination with bamboo poles. The Governor said the ‘Ek Bharat Shresth
Bharat’ initiative fosters understanding of the culture, traditions, and
practices of different States and Union Territories, strengthening national
unity and promoting a sense of oneness among citizens.

<><> Allu Murali/Vijayawada/MAIL/1726

BHUPENDRA DP-11 24.02.2026
WOMEN CRICKET : INDIA VS AUSTRALIA

In Women's cricket, Australia has
scored......runs......for......in............ overs against India in the first ODI

match played at Brisbane, Australia. Earlier, batting first, India scored 214
runs. Smriti Mandhana held the early part of the innings with a knock of 58
from 68 balls. Harmanpreet scored 53 off 84 deliveries to steady the
innings after early setbacks. Spinner Ashleigh Gardner was the pick of the
bowlers with three for 33, maintaining pressure through the middle overs.
Kashvee Gautam’s quick 43, featuring three sixes, pushed India past the
200-run mark in the series.

<><><>TAPAN/PTI/1334 HRS

SANJIO EP-II 24.02.2026
T20 WORLD CUP
In the ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup, Pakistan were for
in overs against England in a Group 2 Super 8 match at the

Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Sri Lanka. Earlier, Pakistan won
the toss and elected to bat.



Last night, West Indies defeated Zimbabwe by 107 runs in the Super
8 match of Group 1 at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.
<><><>NET/1907



