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Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached Tel Aviv this afternoon on a two-day
visit to Israel. He received a ceremonial welcome upon arrival. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, along with his wife Sara Netanyahu, welcomed
Mr. Modi at the airport. In a social media post, Mr. Modi conveyed his deep
appreciation for the honour of being received by Benjamin Netanyahu and
Ms. Sara Netanyahu at the airport. He added that he looked forward to
engaging in bilateral discussions and achieving fruitful outcomes that would
further strengthen the India-Israel friendship.

External Affairs Ministry said in a social media post that this
is Prime Minister Modi’s second visit to Israel in nine years. Prime Minister
Modi held a tete e tete with Mr Netanyahu in Tel Aviv. Thereafter,
he left for Jerusalem where he will address the Israeli Parliament,
Knesset later today.

Israel is an important partner of India across strategic and
technological domains, with deep cooperation in science and technology,
innovation, defence and agriculture. The relationship is anchored in mutual
trust, shared priorities and a growing convergence in futuristic technologies.

<><>Suparna/1833 hrs

BS DP-I 25-02-2026
SHIVRAJ-KRISHI VIGYAN MELA

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan today
inaugurated the Pusa Krishi Vigyan Mela in New Delhi. Speaking on the
occasion, Mr Chouhan said that the government is strengthening fertilizer
access, curbing fake pesticide sales and will soon introduce Farmer ID to
streamline loans to farmers. He underlined that nearly one lakh 92 thousand
crore rupees have been disbursed to farmers under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana.

BYTE- SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN IN GNR MAIL

Seeking coordinated efforts between the Centre and states, Mr
Chouhan that Mela should become a Maha Kumbh of agriculture, enabling a
large number of farmers to showcase their products along with agriculture
oriented innovation. The two-day event will continue till Friday.
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AURAV EP-I1 25-02-2026
KUMARASWAMY-EV

Union Heavy Industries Minister H.D Kumaraswamy today said that
more than 28 lakh electric vehicles have been sold under PM E-drive scheme
as of February this year. He said this while addressing the 3rd Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry's National Conference on
Electric Vehicles in New Delhi. The Minister noted that the sold vehicles
include over 20 lakh electric two-wheelers and nearly 3 lakh electric
three-wheelers. Further, Mr Kumaraswamy underlined that public transport
electrification has also gained momentum with over 14 thousand electric
buses sanctioned across major cities. The Minister said that the inclusion of
EVs in large numbers is improving urban air quality, ensuring policy continuity
for domestic manufacturers. He further stated that India's expanding
network of Free Trade Agreements with European Union, Australia and
United Arab Emirates is opening new pathways for electric vehicles and its
components. Mr Kumaraswamy noted that electric mobility is not merely a
climate initiative, but an industrial strategy, a manufacturing opportunity,
and a technological leap aimed at building future industries while addressing
present challenges.

S/B-H D KUMARASWAMY IN GNR MAIL
GAURAV EP-1 25.02.2026
RAJNATH- IFS OFFICERS

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today emphasised the Government'’s
determination for expanding the capacity of indigenous defence industry for
both local production and exports under Aatmanirbhar Bharat and the crucial
role played by Indian diplomats in realising the vision. Addressing the Trainee
officers of the Indian Foreign Service at South Block in New Delhi, Mr Singh
stated that India has traversed a long distance from being a major importer
of defence equipment to a manufacturer and exporter of platforms in all
domains. He highlighted that the global comity of nations is closely following
country’s growth story and looking up to its leadership role. Mr Singh further
urged the officers to remain open to new ideas, perspectives from every
culture and carry with them the values of the nation’s civilisational wisdom.
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GAURAV EP-I 25.02.2026
CULTURE MINISTRY-MOU

The Ministry of Culture and the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry today signed a MoU to develop a comprehensive
strategy for country’s Cultural and Creative Economy. In a social media post,
Union Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said that this
agreement is an important step toward making culture the foundation of
economic prosperity. He added that it will help secure a brighter future for
the country's artists and artisans. The Minister further said that the MoU can
play a key role in gaining global recognition for cultural products and services.

SHIVANG/SUPARNA/1557 HRS
GAURAV DP-I 25.02.2026
BJP-CONGRESS

Union Minister and senior BJP leader Piyush Goyal has accused
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi of compromising with National interests.
Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Mr Goyal alleged that the Gandhi
Family and Congress Party are putting the interests of the countrymen at
stake. He also said that they cannot tolerate the growing popularity of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and India's dominance in the emerging world. Mr
Goyal further alleged that it has been in the history of Congress party of
compromising national and public interests under the influence of foreign
powers.

S/B- PIYUSH GOYAL
ANKIT/PH/SHIVANG/1538 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 25.02.2026
MANDAVIYA - CONFERENCE

Union Labour and Employment Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya today
said that the government is fully committed to provide gig and platform
workers with a secure, dignified, and better work environment. He said this
while addressing Powering Inclusive Growth, role of platforms conference
held in New Delhi. He highlighted that in today’s digital age, the gig economy
is offering new opportunities to millions of youth, women, and persons with



disabilities. Mr Mandaviya further said the government’s collective priority is
to ensure that these workers receive adequate social security, insurance,
health facilities, and opportunities for skill development.
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BS DP-I 25-02-2026

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast a gradual rise in
maximum temperature by two to three degrees Celsius over northwest parts
of the country during the next seven days. IMD also predicted a gradual rise
in maximum temperature by two to three degrees Celcius over Central and
East India during the next 4 days. Meanwhile, the weather agency said that
isolated to scattered light rainfall with thunderstorms and lightning is
expected over Chhattisgarh till tomorrow. IMD also predicted isolated light
rainfall or snowfall over Jammu-Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
on Friday and Saturday.
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GAURAV EP-1 25.02.2026

PM AWARD- YOGA
The Ministry of Ayush has invited applications for the Prime Minister’s
Awards for Yoga 2026, aims to inspire broader participation,innovation and
leadership in the field. Ministry of Ayush informed that the award will be given
in two categories in Individuals and Institutions. Each awardee will receive
trophy, certificate and cash award of 25 lakh rupees. Ministry informed that
this award will recognize exemplary contributions toward the development
andpromotion of Yoga at both National and International levels. It added that
the last date for submission of applications is the 21st of next month. Eligible
individuals and institutions can apply through the National Awards Portal.
<><>SAKLEN/ADITYA/1726 HRS



