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INDIA ISRAEL MoU

India and Israel exchanged multiple Memoranda of Understanding, MoUs,
today on several areas including cultural exchange, geo-physical
exploration, fisheries and aquaculture, UPI and for advancing education
through use of Artificial Intelligence. The MoUs were exchanges after the
delegation level talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Israeli
counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu. In his press statement, Mr Modi said,
India-Israel relationship is founded on the strong bedrock of deep trust,
shared democratic values, and profound human sensitivities. He said, the
bond has stood the test of every trial of time. The Prime Minister said,
today, both sides have taken the historic decision to elevate the time-
tested partnership to the status of a Special Strategic Partnership. He said,
nine years ago, he had the privilege of becoming the first Indian Prime
Minister to visit Israel. Mr Modi said, stepping once again onto the historic
land of Israel is a moment of pride and emotion for him. He said, today,
both sides have decided to establish the Critical and Emerging
Technologies Partnership. The Prime Minister said, this will give new



momentum to cooperation in areas such as AI, Quantum, and Critical
Minerals. He informed that an agreement has been reached for the use of
UPI in Israel. Mr Netanyahu said, Israel and India are bent on innovation.
He said, both nations are proud ancient civilisations and very proud of very
past but absolutely determined to seize the future and both countries can
do it better together.

VAISHNAW RAILWAYS

Union Minister for Railways today announced two more reforms as part of
Indian Railways resolve to undertake 52 reforms in 52 weeks this year.
Addressing a press conference in the national capital, Mr Vaishnaw
unveiled the third reform, the Rail Tech Policy, stating that its objective is
to promote the large-scale adoption of technology in the Railways. He said,
the aim of the Indian Railways is to engage innovators, startups, industry
and institutions to promote innovation in Railways. The Minister said that
the policy has been brought keeping in mind that how AI can be used to
for enhancing the safety and security of passengers. He added that AI and
other technologies can be used for checking the parameters of railway
tracks.
BYTE - ASHWINI VAISHNAW -

Mr Vaishnaw also unveiled the Rail Tech Portal for innovation. Talking
about the 4th reforms, the Minister announced e-Railway Claims Tribuna
(RCT) which is citizen centric reform and digital solution designed to
streamline and modernise processing of court cases in Railway Claims
Tribunal. Mr Vaishnaw added that it will improve efficiency, accountability
and transparency in 23 RCT Benches.

GADKARI- ROAD SAFETY

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has said that
road safety is an important and crucial subject for the country, expressing
his concern over the rising number of road accidents in India. Addressing
the national conclave on road safety in New Delhi today, Mr Gadkari said,
India witnesses nearly five lakh road accidents every year, resulting in
about one lakh eighty thousand deaths. Emphasising on road engineering,
he noted that the government has now shifted to a performance-oriented
policy in which perfomance audit is being prioritised over financial audit to
ensure better accountability and quality of roads. The Minister stated that



the country's automobile industry rules and regulations and standards are
now aligned with global road safety standards, ensuring improved vehicle
safety across categories.
(Byte - Nitin Gadkari)

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Gadkari also highlighted the PM Rahat
Scheme launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi under which every
eligible road accident victim on any category of road will be entitled to
cashless treatment up to one lakh 50 thousand per victim, for period of
seven days from the date of accident.

AMIT SHAH BIHAR

Union Home Minister Amit Shah embarked on a three-day tour of Bihar
today. Addressing a rally in Araria, Mr. Shah said the Narendra Modi
government is committed to removing every infiltrator from Indian soil.
Home Minister furthur added that freedom from infiltrators would not be
limited to deleting names from voter lists but would involve a
comprehensive drive to eliminate illegal infiltration from the country. Mr
Shah asserted that a focused initiative would soon begin across the
Seemanchal belt. Mr Shah is scheduled to visit Kishanganj, Purnia and
Katihar districts along the Bangladesh-Nepal border.

SC- NCERT BOOK BAN

The Supreme Court has imposed a blanket ban on NCERT class 8 book
carrying a chapter on corruption in the judiciary. The apex court ordered a
seizure of all physical copies, along with takedown of its digital forms. The
court ordered Centre and state authorities to comply with its directions
immediately, and warned of serious action if directions are defied in any
form. The top court issued show cause notices to NCERT director, school
education secretary to explain why action should be not taken against
those responsible. A bench headed by Chief Justice Surya Kant said there
seemed to be a calculated move to undermine institution and demean
dignity of judiciary. The bench said such misconduct, having everlasting
impact on judiciary, would fall within definition of criminal contempt. The
bench posted the mater for further hearing on 11 march.



EC- RS POLLS NOTIFICATION

The Election Commission has issued notification for biennial polls for 37
Rajya Sabha seats in 10 states. Nominations can be filed from today till 5th
March. Polling will be held on the 16th of next month. Seven seats in
Maharashtra, six seats in Tamil Nadu, five seats each in Bihar and West
Bengal, four seats in Odisha, three seats in Assam, two seats each in
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Haryana, and one seat in Himachal Pradesh
are falling vacant. Union Ministers Ramnath Thakur and Ramdas Athawale,
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh, NCP-SP leader Sharad Pawar,
RLM leader Upendra Kushwaha, Congress leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
AIADMK leader M Thambidurai, and DMK leader Tiruchi Shiva are among
those who are completing their tenure in the Upper House in April. The
Election Commission has directed that only integrated violet-coloured
sketch pens of pre-fixed specification, provided by the Returning Officer,
shall be used for the purpose of marking preferences on the ballot paper.
It said no other pen shall be used for marking preferences in the Rajya
Sabha elections. The Poll Body said that adequate measures for close
monitoring of the election process by appointing observers shall be taken
to ensure a free and fair election.

INDIA - UNHRC

India delivered a sharp rebuttal to Pakistan at the 61st Session of the
United Nations Human Rights Council, which is being held in Geneva from
23 February to 31 March. India accused Islamabad of spreading
propaganda asserting that Jammu and Kashmir's development trajectory
stands in stark contrast to Pakistan's economic troubles. During the high-
level segment held yesterday, India's representative Anupama Singh
exercised the nation's Right to Reply to reject allegations made by Pakistan
and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). She stated that India
categorically reject these allegations adding that Pakistan's incessant
propaganda now reeks of envy. Ms Singh reiterated India's long-standing
position that Jammu and Kashmir 'was, is, and will' always remain an
integral and inalienable part of India. The Indian representative said the
only outstanding dispute regarding this region is the illegal occupation of
Indian territories by Pakistan. She further claimed that the development
budget of Jammu and Kashmir is more than double the recent bailout
package Pakistan sought from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).



Responding to criticism on democratic processes, Ms Singh said it was hard
to take lectures on democracy from a country where civilian governments
rarely complete their terms. She cited voter turnout in recent general and
assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir as evidence that people in the
region have rejected the ideology of terrorism and violence and are moving
ahead on the path of development. Concluding her remarks, Singh accused
Pakistan of attempting to destabilise the region through relentless state-
sponsored terrorism, while asserting that Jammu and Kashmir continues to
progress politically, economically and socially.

CRICKET T-20 CRIC. WC

In the ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup, India will take on Zimbabwe in
the Super 8 Group '1' match at MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai this
evening. The match will start at 7 PM. Hosts India face a 'must win'
situation today and in their final group match against the West Indies on
Sunday to keep their semi-final hopes alive. In another group one match,
West Indies will take on South Africa at the Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad this afternoon. The match will start at 3 PM. The West Indies
enter with momentum following a massive 107 run win over Zimbabwe on
Monday. Yesterday, New Zealand defeated Sri Lanka by 61 runs in their
Group 2 Super Eight clash at R. Premadasa Stadium in Colombo. With this
win, New Zealand have moved one step closer to the semifinals. Their final
Super Eight clash against semifinalists England will be crucial. Sri Lanka on
the hand, have been knocked out.

VAISHNAW-CONCLAVE

Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said, the
synthetic content should not be generated without the consent of the
person whose face, voice or personality has been used to create the
content. He made these remarks while addressing a conclave in New Delhi
this morning. Mr Vaishnaw said, platforms must take responsibility for the
content that is hosted by them. He added that the online safety of citizens
and children is a responsibility of the platforms.

BYTE-ASHWINI VAISHNAW

The Minister urged the platforms to rethink their revenue sharing policies
because society is having concern regarding that. He added, the platform



must also share revenue in a fair way with the people who are creating
content.
BYTE-ASHWINI VAISHNAW

FS BRIEFING ISRAEL

The External Affairs Ministry has said that the focus of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel has been on technology, including areas
such as artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, innovation,research, and start-
ups. Briefing the media in Jerusalem at the conclusion ofthe Prime
Minister’s visit, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said that Mr. Modi and his
Israeli counterpart, Benjamin Netanyahu, decided to elevate the existing
Joint Commission on Science and Technology to the Ministerial level. He
said that Mr. Modi’s visit to Israel marks a significant milestone in relations
between the two countries. He added that the visit reflects the progress
made over the past decade and sets the stage for the next phase of this
important partnership. He noted that this was the Prime Minister’s second
visit to Israel. Mr. Misri said that the visit comes in the context of the Prime
Minister’s efforts to actively engage with and strengthen India’s relations
with all countries in West Asia. He added that in the past year, the Prime
Minister has visited Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Oman, and now Israel.
During his visit, Prime Minister Modi was conferred with the ‘Speaker of the
Knesset Medal’, the highest honour of the Israeli Parliament, in recognition
of his exceptional contribution to strengthening strategic ties between the
two countries. He is the first foreign leader to receive the award. Mr Misri
informed that earlier, the Prime Minister held a tete-a-tete with Mr
Netanyahu, in Tel Aviv. The two leaders reviewed the full spectrum of
bilateral relations and discussed expanding cooperation in water
management, agriculture, technology, and other key sectors. Mr. Misri
informed that today the Prime Minister visited Yad Vashem in Jerusalem,
where he paid homage to the victims of the Holocaust and participated in a
brief prayer ceremony. He also met Israeli President Isaac Herzog, followed
by delegation-level talks with Mr. Netanyahu covering science and
technology, innovation, defence and security, trade and investment and
people-to-people ties.



