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FUR REV LS - MOTION OF THANKS

The proceedings in the Lok Sabha today marred on the third
consecutive day of the start of discussion on the motion of thanks to the
President’s address to the joint sitting of the Parliament. Opposition parties
including Congress, DMK, TMC and others raised slogans against the



government over the US-India trade deal and border issues with China.
The Lok Sabha witnessed three adjournments before being finally
adjourned for the day.

When the House assembled at 5 PM after the third adjournment,
opposition parties including Congress, TMC and others trooped into the
well raising slogans against the government. The Presiding Officer urged
the protesting members to allow the House to function, but in vain.
Meanwhile, the House resumed discussion on the motion of thanks on the
President's address. The Presiding Officer called PP Chaudhary to speak on
the motion of thanks, but he could not complete his speech due to the
opposition’s uproar. Amidst the pandemonium, the Chair adjourned the
House for the day to meet again at 11 AM tomorrow.

Earlier, when the House assembled at 2 PM after the second
adjournment, GM Balayogi of TDP supported the motion of thanks saying
the President’s address presents a confident national roadmap rooted in
reforms, inclusions and long term competitiveness. He said, the President’s
address highlights the creation of 25 lakh jobs in the electronics
manufacturing sector and the engagement of more than one crore Indians
across the IT services and global capability centres. Participating in the
discussion, Nishikant Dubey of BIP supported the motion of thanks and
raised the issue of corruption during the Congress rule. When he made
reference about the books related to former Prime Ministers Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi, the Presiding Officer asked Mr Dubey to speak
only on motion of thanks as the Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has given
ruling in the matter. Amidst Opposition uproar, the Chair adjourned the
House till 5 PM.

When the House assembled after the first adjournment at 12 noon,
the opposition members again started sloganeering over the various issues
and trooped into the well. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla expressed concern
over the behaviour of the protesting members and urged them to maintain
the decorum of the House. He said, such behaviour will weaken the
democracy and trust of the people. Meanwhile, Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal made a statement on India-US trade deal. He said, India has
been able to successfully safeguard its interests in sensitive sectors
particularly agriculture and dairy. Despite, Mr. Birla’s repeated appeal, the
opposition members continued with their sloganeering following which the
House was adjourned till 2 PM.

Earlier, when the House assembled for the day, Lok Sabha Speaker



Om Birla took up Question Hour in which Union Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public distribution Nimuben Bambhaniya tried
to reply to a question on Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, but
she could not complete her reply following opposition uproar. Mr. Birla
expressed concern over the conduct of the opposition members and
appealed to allow the House to function. He urged members to maintain
dignity and decorum in the House and allow other members to speak
during Question Hour. The opposition members continued with their
protest leading to the adjournment of the House till 12 noon.
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The Lok Sabha has been adjourned for the day following opposition
parties’ ruckus in the House over various issues. When the House
assembled at 5 PM after the third adjournment, opposition parties including
Congress, TMC and others trooped into the well raising slogans against the
government. The Presiding Officer urged the protesting members to allow
the House to function but in vain. Meanwhile, the House resumed
discussion on motion of thanks on President's address. Amidst the
pandemonium, the Chair adjourned the House for the day to meet again at
11 AM tomorrow.
<><><>Bhupendra/Anand/Dipendra/1711
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EVE U19-CRICKET

In the Under-19 ODI Cricket World Cup, chasing the target of 311
runs, India were for in overs against Afghanistan in
the second semifinal match at Harare in Zimbabwe. Earlier, electing to bat
first after winning the toss, Afghanistan posted 310 runs for the loss of four
wickets in stipulated 50 overs.

The winner of the Semifinals will play against England in the Summit
Clash on Friday. England defeated defending champion Australia by 27-




runs in the first semifinal at Bulawayo.

The Indian team has remained unbeaten in the tournament so far.

The Men in Blue are the most successful side in the history of the

competition, having lifted the trophy a record five times - in 2000, 2008,
2012, 2018 and 2022 - with Australia next best on four titles. <><><>
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PM MALAYSIA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will pay an official visit to Malaysia
from 7th to 8th February at the invitation of Prime Minister of Malaysia,
Anwar Ibrahim. This would be the third visit of Prime Minister Modi to
Malaysia, and the first after elevation of India-Malaysia bilateral
relationship to a ‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’ in August 2024.

External Affairs Ministry said that during the visit, Prime Minister will
hold bilateral discussions with his Malaysian counterpart. Prime Minister
Modi will also interact with members of the Indian community, as well as
industry and business representatives. The 10th India-Malaysia CEO Forum
is also scheduled to be held coinciding with the visit of the Prime Minister.

Our correspondent reports that India and Malaysia share long-
standing bonds of friendship, based on historical, civilisational and cultural
connections. The relationship is further strengthened by the presence of a
2.9 million strong Indian diaspora in Malaysia, the third largest in the
world.

The India-Malaysia relationship is multi-faceted and growing. The
forthcoming visit will serve as an opportunity for both leaders to review the
entire gamut of bilateral cooperation. These include trade and investment,
defence, security and maritime cooperation, digital and financial
technology, energy, healthcare, education, and culture.

<>Suparna/Mail/1627 hrs
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Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today clarified
that the Indian government has taken care of its sensitive sector like
fertiliser and agriculture in the India-US trade deal. Making a statement in
Rajya Sabha, Piyush Goyal said This Agreement will provide new



opportunities to small and medium businessmen, MSMEs, industrialists,
skilled workers and industries. He said the deal will act as a catalyst to
strengthen manufacturing, expand employment opportunities, and propel
economic growth, while unlocking new business avenues for both nations.
Mr Goyal said both sides will work together to fulfill important processes
related to trade agreement and finalise the paperwork so that its full
capability can be taken at the earliest. He further informed that the details
of the Agreement will be announced soon after the conclusion of these
processes. He also clarified that the Government has said publicly several
times that safeguarding the energy requirements of 140 Crore Indians is
the biggest priority of the Modi government. He said President Trump
announced a reduction in the tariff on Indian exports to the United States
to 18%, which is lower than the tariffs imposed by the United States on
many competing countries. He said this will increase India's export
competitiveness in the American market.

<<<>>> SANJEEV/1535
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ECI WB

The Election Commission of India has rejected the exemption request
of the government of West Bengal in connection with 25 IAS and IPS
officers who have been called for a briefing meeting in New Delhi on 5th
and 6th February for engagement as observers in the upcoming Assembly
election in West Bengal, Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.

It may be recalled that the state government earlier did not pay heed
to the several request by ECI for sending the list of the senior IAS and IPS
officers for the purpose of engagement as observers when the Commission
voluntarily took decision and prepared the list comprising senior IAS and
IPS officers including West Bengal Home Secretary Jadadish Prasad
Meena.<>
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