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President Chhattisgarh visit
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JP Nadda-convocation
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07.02.2026
MURUGAN- UNION BUDGET

Union Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting and
Parliamentary Affairs Dr. L. Murugan has said that the Union Budget 2026-
27 focuses on increasing the country’s GDP, enhancing quality production,
strengthening infrastructure, uplifting the poor and marginalized,
empowering youth, and promoting women-led development. Addressing a
press conference in Puducherry, he said that the Budget places youth at its
core and aims to harness their contribution in taking the nation to the next
level of growth.

Highlighting the benefits of the Budget, the Minister said the Bio-
Pharma Shakti scheme with an allocation of 10,000 crore rupees will
benefit Puducherry, which is known for large-scale production of generic
medicines. Dr. Murugan said initiatives such as Semiconductor Mission 2.0
and the Electronics Components Manufacturing Scheme will also benefit
the Union Territory by generating employment and creating a favourable
industrial ecosystem.

Referring to coastal and maritime development, the Minister said the
Budget gives priority to ports, logistics, and the blue economy through the
Coastal Cargo Promotion Scheme. He said the scheme will strengthen
coastal shipping, integrate ports with rail and road connectivity, promote
shipbuilding, and enhance export potential in coastal regions, including
Puducherry. Touching upon fisheries, Dr. Murugan said the Budget
provides focused support for marine and inland fisheries through
infrastructure development and livelihood support for fishermen.

The Minister also said that the Budget promotes skill development in
emerging sectors such as caregiving, hospitality, tourism, and the AVGC
sector, creating global employment opportunities for youth. He added that
the National Destination Digital Knowledge Grid proposed in the Budget will
digitally integrate heritage sites, including temples in Puducherry and
Karaikal.

<><><>BIBIN S NATH/PUDUCHERRY/MAIL/1352 HRS

GAURAV EP-1 07.02.2026
REV. GOYAL-INDIA US PC

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today said 50 percent
reciprocal tariff has now been reduced to 18 percent under the India-US
interim trade agreement for the Indian Exports. Briefing media on India-US

Joint Statement in New Delhi this afternoon, Mr Goyal said that India has



less tariff than its neighboring countries including, China, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Vietnam. Mr Goyal highlighted that the deal protects the
Agriculture and Dairy Sector of the country and agricultural products such
as Spices, Tea, Coffee, Cashew nuts, Chest Nuts, Avocado, Banana,
Mango, Kiwi and Papaya will attract zero duty in the United States. The
Minister added that the trade agreement has been welcomed across all

sectors of the country.
BYTE-PIYUSH GOYAL

The Commerce and Industry Minister said that the
government aims to take India-US bilateral trade to 45 lakh crore
rupees in the coming time. He said, new opportunities have
opened for the investors following the trade agreement, and they
should take advantage of it. He added that the agreement opens
MSMEs, artisans, weavers and youth engaged in export-oriented

sectors and they will be among the key beneficiaries.
Byte- Piyush Goyal

SAKLEN/BHANU/ROHAN/1528 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
07.02.2026

JP NADDA - CONVOCATION

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Jagat Prakash Nadda, has
said that the number of All India Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has
increased from six to 23, creating a strong network of world-class
healthcare institutions across the country. Addressing a convocation
ceremony at an educational institution in Faridabad, he added that India

has made notable progress across key health indicators, including maternal



and child health, as well as communicable and non-communicable
diseases. Referring to tuberculosis control in the country, the Minister
noted that the World Health Organization has lauded India’s progress, with
TB notifications rising substantially and the rate of decline being twice the
global average. Mr Nadda urged the graduating students to move forward
with strong values, ethical conduct, and a deep commitment to public
service. He said the graduating cohort is privileged to begin their
professional journey during the second phase of Amrit Kaal, leading up to
the year 2047. He emphasised that while this period offers immense
opportunities, it also brings significant responsibilities, calling upon the
youth to contribute meaningfully to national development.
Byte - JP Nadda

https://x.com/JPNadda/status/2020067419755274471?s=20

<><>AMAN/NITIKA/1544 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
07.02.2026

INDIA AI IMPACT - ASK OUR EXPERTS

CEO of the IndiaAI Mission Abhishek Singh has said that the
upcoming India AI Impact Summit aims to translate global Al discussions
into real outcomes, benefiting citizens, particularly in developing countries
and the Global South. Speaking in the latest episode of Digital India - Ask

Our Experts, he said that the Summit will showcase Al use cases in



education, healthcare, agriculture, governance, startups, services, and
employment. He highlighted that the summit will move beyond technical
debates and it will focus on practical and people-centric applications of Al
Underlining the importance of Al, he said that it is already transforming
lives in the country and now the focus has been shifted to people’s benefit.
Digital India Ask Our Experts continues to enable direct dialogue between
citizens and domain experts, encouraging informed participation and
responsible use of digital technologies.

<><>AMAN/NITIKA/1546 HRS

GAURAV DP-I
07.02.2026

BJP-INDIA US
BJP Spokesperson Dr Sudhanshu Trivedi today said that the India-US

trade agreement safeguards the interests of Indian farmers. Addressing the
media in New Delhi, Mr Trivedi lauded the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to protect the interest of the country’s farmers in the Trade
Agreement. He highlighted that over the past, India has signed trade
agreements with some of the world’s major economies including Australia,

the United Kingdom, and the European Union. Mr Trivedi added that the



doors to the world's largest economy have been opened for the
entrepreneurs of the country’s MSMEs and for this, the Bharatiya Janata

Party expresses its gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

BYTE-SUDHANSHU TRIVEDI
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GAURAV EP II 07.02.26
CRICKET-T20 WORLD CUP

In Men’s cricket, West Indies were for

in overs against Scotland in the second T20 World Cup at Eden
Gardens, Kolkata, when reports last came in. Scotland won the toss and
opted to bowl first. In the opening match Pakistan defeated the
Netherlands by 3 wickets at the Sinhalese Sports Club in Colombo today.
While, defending champions India will begin their campaign later this
evening facing the United States at the iconic Wankhede Stadium in

Mumbai. The match will begin at 7 PM Indian Standard Time.

<><><> VIKAS/NET/1601 HRS
GAURAV::RZ EP-1
7.2.26

REV. PM COMMUNITY PROGRAMME

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Malaysian counterpart Anwar



Ibrahim are participating in a community programme, Salemat Datang
Modi ji, in Kuala Lumpur. Mr Modi reached Malaysia earlier today on a two
day visit to the nation. He will hold talks with the Malaysian Prime Minister
tomorrow after which several MoUs are likely to be signed.

- LIVE -

In Salemat Datang Modi ji event, around 15,000 diaspora
population has gathered to listen to PM Modi. Highlighting the
role of the Indian community in Malaysia, Prime Minister Modi
before leaving for Malaysia had also highlighted that the diaspora
serves as a living bridge between the two nations and a strong
pillar of their historic friendship. This is the third official visit of
Prime Minister Modi to Malaysia and first since the two sides
elevated their ties to Comprehesive Strategic Partnership in 2024.
The delegation level talks and one to one bilateral meetings will
be held tomorrow where the two sides are also expected to sign a
number of memoranda of understanding.

<><><><>
DURGESH/ KUALA LUMPUR/ WHATSAPP/ 1603 HRS.
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07.02.2026
REV. PREZ-CHHATTISGARH VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu, today inaugurated the Bastar Pandum
festival at Jagdalpur, the divisional headquarters of Bastar in Chhattisgarh.
Addressing the programme, the President said that the people of Bastar
live life like a celebration. She said that through the Bastar Pandum
festival, the country and the world get a glimpse of the rich tribal culture of
the Bastar region. The President said that the Bastar region has remained
affected by the problem of Maoism for the past four decades. She noted
that tribal communities, youth and Dalit sections of society have suffered
the most due to this.
(BYTE)

She said that decisive action taken by the Central Government



against Maoist violence is putting an end to the atmosphere of fear,
insecurity and mistrust that had prevailed in the region for years. The
President added that a large number of people associated with Maoism are
giving up the path of violence and returning to the mainstream of society,
bringing peace back to the lives of citizens. She also said that the
government is implementing several development and welfare schemes for
the rehabilitation of surrendered Maoists.

(BYTE)

Chhattisgarh Governor Ramen Deka, Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
and Union Minister of State Tokhan Sahu were present at the inaugural
ceremony.

Under the Bastar Pandum festival, divisional-level competitions are
being held till 9th of February. During this period, more than 700 artists
from 84 teams will present performances in twelve cultural disciplines.
These will include tribal dances, handicrafts, traditional tribal cuisine and
indigenous musical instruments.
<><><>VIKLAP SHUKLA/RAIPUR/MAIL/1328 HRS
GAURAV::RZ EP-I

07.02.26
BHUPENDER YADAV

Union Minister Bhupender Yadav has said that the tiger conservation
policy now needs to be revised. He was addressing a two-day conference
of Field Directors of Tiger Reserves and Chief Wildlife Wardens in Alwar
today. He directed officials to review the decisions taken in the last 28
meetings of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). The Minister
said that as India completes 50 years of tiger conservation, it is essential to
update old policies in line with present-day challenges. He informed that a
new batch of cheetahs from Botswana is expected to arrive in India by the
end of February. He also said that 24 countries have so far joined the

‘International Big Cat Alliance’ formed under the leadership of the Prime



Minister. The Union Minister emphasized the need to develop a standard
framework for rescue centres for the treatment of injured wildlife and
orphaned cubs. Senior forest officials from across the country are
participating in the conference.

<>L>L<><L<>

JITENDRA DWIVEDI/ JAIPUR/ MAIL/ 1707 HRS.

GAURAV::RZ EP-I
7.2.26
JITENDRA SINGH-PRESS MEET

Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences Dr. Jitendra
Singh has said, achieving the goal of Viksit Bharat 2047 requires the
participation of every citizen and a strong partnership between the
government and the people. He was addressing the media today at a press
meet on the Viksit Bharat Budget 2026-27, organised by Andhra Pradesh
unit of BJP in Vijayawada.

The Union Minister said, India has moved from being a nation
seeking global support to one that the world now looks towards. He said
the government is focused on building a self-reliant India by promoting
indigenous technology, research and innovation.

Speaking on science and space, Dr. Jitendra Singh said India aims to
send an Indian astronaut to the Moon by 2040, describing it as a milestone
for national pride and scientific strength. He also highlighted the
development of the country’s first indigenous antibiotic drug, saying it
reflects India’s growing research capacity and will help in treating severe
respiratory illnesses.

On national security, he said Prime Minister Narendra Modi personally
oversees key defence matters and provides decisive leadership. He added
that the introduction of technology in governance has improved
transparency and speed in public service delivery, with Digital India playing
a major role.

The Union Minister said India is becoming self-reliant in sectors such
as medical research, biotechnology and space science, enhancing its global
stature. He noted that the government is giving special focus to the
northeastern states, leading to significant improvements in infrastructure,
education and healthcare.

He stressed that responsible and ethical conduct by government



employees is essential for national progress. He also said the central
government accords high priority to women, noting that women'’s
leadership is key to development.
<><><><>
ALLU MURALI/ VIJAYWADA/ MAIL/ 1703 HRS.

GAURAV EP-11
07.02.2026

PAKISTAN- ATTACK

In Pakistan, the death toll has risen to 36 after a suicide attack at a
Shia religious center in the capital city, Islamabad yesterday. The attack
occurred at the Tarlai Imambargah in the Shehzad Town area. The Islamic
State (IS) terrorist group has claimed responsibility for the attack.

<><><> VIKAS/IANS/1645 HRS

GAURAV::RZ EP-1
07.02.26
CHHATTISGARH-SURRENDER

In Chhattisgarh, a total of fifty-one Maoists surrendered today in
Bijapur and Sukma districts of the Bastar division. A reward of one crore
sixty-one lakh rupees had been announced on these Maoists. In Bijapur
district, thirty Maoist cadres renounced the path of violence and decided to
return to the mainstream of society. Twenty women Maoists are among
those who surrendered. A reward of eighty-five lakh rupees had been

declared on them. They surrendered before senior officials of the police



and the CRPF.

Meanwhile, in Sukma district, twenty-one Maoists surrendered today.
A reward of seventy-six lakh rupees had been announced on them. During
the surrender, the Maoists handed over automatic weapons including AK-
47 rifles, SLRs and barrel grenade launchers before Bastar Range Inspector
General of Police Sundarraj P., Sukma Superintendent of Police Kiran
Chavan, and CRPF Deputy Inspector General Anand Singh Rajpurohit. The
surrendered Maoists were provided immediate financial assistance of fifty
thousand rupees each as an incentive under the State Government’s
rehabilitation policy.

<><><><>
VIKALP SHUKLA/ RAIPUR/ MAIL/ 1713 HRS.

GAURAV EP II
07.02.26

REV. RUSSIA- UKRAINE ATTACK

Russia launched a large-scale overnight air attack on Ukrainian
energy facilities, targeting electricity generation and distribution
infrastructure. Ukranian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said the assault
involved more than 400 drones and about 40 missiles of various types,
striking power grids, generation facilities and substations across the
country. Russia did not immediately comment. Ukranian Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal said the strikes hit two thermal power plants in western
Ukraine as well as key electricity distribution lines and substations. The
attacks came as temperatures were forecast to drop to minus 14 degrees
Celsius. Officials said emergency power cuts were introduced nationwide,
and Ukraine requested emergency electricity imports from Poland.
Ukraine’s largest private energy firm, DTEK, said multiple thermal power
plants were damaged, marking the 10th attack on its facilities since



October 2025.

Meanwhile, the US has given Ukraine and Russia a June deadline
to reach a deal to end the nearly four-year war, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said. The latest deadline follows US-
brokered trilateral talks in Abu Dhabi that produced no
breakthrough as the warring parties cling to mutually exclusive
demands. Zelenskyy said the US proposed holding the next round
of trilateral talks next week in their country for the first time,
likely in Miami.

<><><> JPG/VIKAS/NET/IANS/1806 HRS



