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GAURAV EP-I
13.02.2026
GOYAL-FTA

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today said that there
has not been any country apart from India to have finalised an Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with Australia, New Zealand, the UK, the EU, the four-
nation EFTA, and the US. Speaking at an event in New Delhi, the Minister
said that India has protected the interest of the farmers, dairy sector and
MSMEs in all FTAs. Mr Goyal highlighted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has taken forward the reform agenda in mission mode. He said that 38
countries have been covered under nine FTAs which together cover two-
thirds of the global economy. The Minister also asserted that without India
it will be difficult to expand AI in the global value chain.

<><>BHANU/1803 HRS

GAURAV EPP



13-02-2026
RS RAILWAYS

Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw today said that Aadhaar-based
authentication, multi-layer cybersecurity, and anti-fraud measures have led
to deactivation of 3.03 crore suspicious User IDs in 2025. In a written reply
in Rajya Saba, Mr Vaishnaw said this has ensured seamless booking for
genuine users. He highlighted that Indian Railways has taken a number of
measures to prevent auto filling of forms by hacking tools and curb fraud in
tatkal ticketing booking through internet and to safeguard the system from
cyber attacks. Aadhaar authentication provides instantaneous verification
of user uniqueness, which is critical considering the time-sensitive nature of
tatkal ticket booking. Several application level security controls have been
implemented including CAPTCHA mechanism deployed at multiple levels to
avoid scripting, and Brute-Force Attack.

<><>Suparna/1638 hrs

GAURAV EP-1
13-02-2026

SHIVRAJ-IARI CONVOCATION

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan today said that all recent free trade agreements, whether with
the European Union or the United States, have fully protected India’s
national interests, with farmers’ welfare placed at the highest priority. He
said this while addressing the 64th Convocation of ICAR- Indian
Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) in New Delhi. He highlighted that
today India has surpassed China to become the world’s number one
producer of rice, with Indian wheat varieties shining across the globe. Mr
Chouhan underlined that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a powerful, proud, prosperous, self-reliant, and developed India is
being built. He urged students to be ready to contribute to the mission of
building a developed India.

[S/B - SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN IN GNR MAIL]



Urging graduates to remain patient and hopeful, he advised them not
to succumb to despair or jealousy and to maintain enthusiasm for life and
work. A total of 470 students who completed their postgraduate and
doctoral programmes were conferred degrees today. According to the
institute, 290 students received MSc/MTech degrees, while 180 scholars
were awarded PhD degrees upon successful completion of their respective
programmes. IARI, functioning under the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research, is a 121-year-old agricultural research institution that plays a key
role in ensuring India’s food, nutritional, and livelihood security. The
ceremony marked the culmination of the institute’s Convocation Week
which began on the 8th of this month.

PRIYA/1608 HRS

GAURAYV : HC EP-I
13.02.2026
REV EVE PM-SEVA TEERTH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated the Seva
Teerth complex in Delhi, which will house his new office. In its very
first set of decisions after shifting to Seva Teerth, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has approved PM RAHAT Scheme, Doubling of target of Lakhpati
Didis to six crores, Agriculture Infrastructure Fund Doubled to two lakh
crore rupees and Startup India Fund of Funds 2.0 with a corpus of 10
thousand crore rupees. Mr Modi signed important files relating to important
decisions for farmers, women, youth and vulnerable citizens. Mr Modi’s first
decisions from Seva Teerth reflect a spirit of Seva and touch every section
of society.

<><>ANUPAM/SUPARNA/1651 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
13.02.2026

AMIT SHAH - SEVA TEERTH
Home Minister Amit Shah has termed the inauguration of new Prime



Minister’s Office ‘Seva Teerth’ as historic. In a social media post, Mr Shah
said ‘Seva Teerth’ is a symbol of the resolve of the government that has
been running with the spirit of service under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership. He added that this will prove to be a milestone in the
building of a developed and self-reliant India.

<><>Suparna/1703 hrs

GAURAV EP-I
13.02.2026
VP - SEVA TEERTH

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan today described the unveiling of
Seva Teerth by Prime Minister Narendra Modi as a historic moment. In a
social media post, Mr Radhakrishnan said that the Seva Teerth symbolizes
India’s forward march towards a self-reliant and Viksit Bharat. He said that
it has enabled the country to move beyond the symbols of the past and
colonial legacy to embrace ideals rooted in Seva and Kartavya.

<><>SUPARNA/ROHAN/1652 HRS

GAURAV EP-II
13.02.2026

REV. EVE. ICC MEN'S T20 WORLD CUP

In the ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup, Canada have set a target of
151 runs for United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the Group D clash in Delhi. In
reply UAE were for in overs when reports last came in.
Opting to bat, Canada scored 150 runs for the loss of 7 wickets in
stipulated 20 overs. Harsh Thaker was the top scorer with 50 runs off 41
balls. In another match, Zimbabwe defeated Australia by 23 runs in the
Group B clash in Colombo this afternoon. Put into bat, Zimbabwe posted
169 runs for the loss of 2 wickets in stipulated 20 overs. Chasing the
target, Australia bowled out for 146 runs in 19.3 overs. Blessing Muzarbani
was named player of the match for taking four wicket. Meanwhile, USA will
face off against Netherlands at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai.
The match is scheduled to begin at 7 PM. <><>

RUPESH/NET/1702 HRS




GAURAV EPI
13-02-2026

PM BANGLADESH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today spoke to Bangladesh Nationalist
Party chairman Tarique Rahman and congratulated him on the remarkable
victory in the Bangladesh elections. In a social media post, Mr Modi said he
conveyed his best wishes and support in Mr Rahman's endeavour to fulfil
the aspirations of the people of Bangladesh. Prime Minister Modi said that
as two close neighbours with deep-rooted historical and cultural ties, he
reaffirmed India’s continued commitment to the peace, progress, and
prosperity of people of both nations.
<><>Suparna/Pallavi/1556 hrs

GAURAV EP I 13.

PM - early

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said Seva Teerth, Kartavya
Bhavan 1 and 2 mark an important milestone in India’s journey towards
Viksit Bharat. Addressing a gathering at Seva Teerth complex in Delhi, Mr
Modi said, these reflect government's commitment to citizen-centric
governance and national progress. He said, people are witnessing new
history being made today. He said, they are all entering Seva Teerth and
Kartavya Bhavan with the resolve to achieve 'Viksit Bharat'.

(S/B PM)

<><>Anupam/Ph/Suparna/1836 hrs






