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GAURAV EP-I
01-01-2025

VAISHNAW- BULLET TRAIN

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today announced that India is likely to
receive its first Bullet Train on 15th August 2027. Briefing media in New
Delhi today, the Minister said India’s first bullet train project is under
construction between Ahmedabad and Mumbai. He added that the first
section to open will be from Surat to Bilimora followed by the section from
Vapi to Surat.

( S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW
<><>Suparna/1950 hrs



GAURAV EP-I
01-01-2026

EVE. IMD WEATHER

Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued orange colour
warning for Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Odisha and Rajasthan
tomorrow. The Met Department has forecast snowfall over Jammu-
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand tomorrow. IMD has
also forecast dense fog conditions in parts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West
Bengal, Sikkim and North-eastern states. The weather agency has
predicted thunderstorm accompanied by lightning over Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal tomorrow. In addition, squally winds are expected
along and off Somalia coast, over Gulf of Mannar and some parts of
Comorin area for the next two days. Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-
NCR continues to remain in the Very Poor category. According to the
Central Pollution Control Board, the average Air Quality Index (AQI) of the
National Capital was recorded at 379 as of 7 pm today.

<><>DRISHTI/1954 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
01-01-2026

SHIVRAJ-MAHARASHTRA

Union Minister for Rural Development and Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, has said that the Viksit Bharat - G-RAM-G Act, 2025
strengthens MGNREGA provisions to make the programme more effective,
transparent, and accountable.

Speaking at a special Gram Sabha in Loni Budruk village of Ahmednagar
district, Maharashtra, he said the new framework guarantees rural workers’
right to employment by providing 125 days of work, strengthening job
security. The Minister said, the wages must now be paid within one week,
with a 0.05 per cent interest payable for delays beyond 15 days. He added
that Gram Sabhas will decide village-level works based on local needs. The
Act will enable activities related to water conservation, infrastructure,



livelihoods, and disaster management, promoting holistic rural
development.
<><><>JPG/2050 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 02.01.2026
PM-SURESH KUMAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has lauded the remarkable
achievement of S. Suresh Kumar for successfully cycling from Bengaluru to
Kanniyakumari. In a social media post, Prime Minister noted that this
achievement is not only commendable and inspiring but also a testament
to Mr Kumar’s grit and unyielding spirit. Mr Modi emphasized that such
endeavors carry an important message of fithess and determination for
society at large especially as it was accomplished after overcoming
significant health setbacks. Meanwhile, Prime Minister spoke with Mr
Kumar over the phone to appreciate the courage, effort, and perseverance.

CB/ROHAN/DRISHTI/PALLAVI/0359
SHUKLA MP-I 02.01.2025
PM RELICS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Grand International
Exposition of Sacred Piprahwa Relics related to Lord Buddha at the Rai
Pithora Cultural Complex in New Delhi tomorrow. The Exposition brings
together, for the first time, the Piprahwa relics repatriated after more than
a century with authentic relics and archaeological materials from Piprahwa
that are preserved in the collections of the National Museum, New Delhi,
and the Indian Museum, Kolkata.

Prime Minister's Office said in a statement that the Piprahwa relics,
discovered in 1898, hold a central place in the archaeological study of early
Buddhism. These are among the earliest and most historically significant
relic deposits directly connected to Lord Buddha. Archaeological evidence
associates the Piprahwa site with ancient Kapilavastu, widely identified as
the place where Lord Buddha spent his early life prior to renunciation.

The exhibition underscores India’s enduring civilizational links with
Buddhist teachings and the government'’s efforts to preserve spiritual and
cultural heritage. The repatriation was achieved through sustained
government action, institutional cooperation and public-private partnership.

CB/Suparna/0430



SHUKLA :: ABHISHEK02.01.2026
VP - TN VISIT

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan will be on a two-day visit to Tamil
Nadu beginning today. He will attend several functions in Chennai and
Vellore. More from our correspondent:

V/C- K DEVI PADMANABHAN

All arrangements are made for the convocation ceremony of
Dr MGR Educational and Research Institute University in Chennai.
Vice President will be delivering convocation address and
graduands in many disciplines will be given degree certificates in
the function. Later Vice President will attend Ram Nath Goenka

Sahitya Samman ceremony in the city. He will also grace public
reception at Kalaivanar Arangam and attend a civic reception

hosted by Tamil Nadu governor at Chennai Lok Bhavan. Tomorrow
he will attend a function in Vellore and attend 9th Siddha Day
celebration in Chennai. K Devi Padmanabhan Akashwani News
Chennai,

K DEVI PADMANABHAN/CHENNAI/MAIL/0531

VAISHNAW-VANDE BHARAT

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced that the country’s
first Vande Bharat sleeper train will operate between Guwahati and Kolkata
soon. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today, Mr Vaishnaw said
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate this train within the next
15 to 20 days. He said, Indian Railways has successfully completed the
final high-speed trial of the indigenously designed and manufactured Vande
Bharat Sleeper Train. He said the 16-coach sleeper train has been
developed to cater to long-distance travel ranging from one thousand to
one thousand five hundred kilometres. Mr Vaishnaw said, the train is
equipped with state-of-the-art passenger amenities, including comfortable
sleeper berths, automatic doors and modern toilets. The Minister said, the
fare for this Vande Bharat sleeper train will be around two thousand 300
rupees with food for third AC, three thousand rupees for 2nd AC and three
thousand 600 rupees for 1st AC.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)
BSNL-VO WIFI



Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) today announced the
nationwide roll-out of Voice over WiFi (VoWiFi), also known as Wi-Fi Calling
services. The Ministry of Communications said, this service will now be
available to all BSNL customers across every telecom circle in the country,
ensuring seamless and high-quality connectivity in challenging
environments. It said that VoWiFi enables customers to make and receive
voice calls and messages over a Wi-Fi network, ensuring clear and reliable
connectivity in areas with weak mobile signal including homes, offices,
basements, and remote locations. The Ministry said that this service is
particularly beneficial in rural and remote areas.

RAIJNATH - DRDO DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that the decisive role played
by DRDO-developed weapons during Operation Sindoor stands as a
testament to the organisation’s commitment to safeguarding national
interests. During his visit to the DRDO Headquarters in New Delhi today on
the occasion of its 68th Foundation Day, Mr Singh commended DRDO for
bolstering India’s indigenous capabilities by equipping the Armed Forces
with state-of-the-art technologies. He said that DRDO’s equipment worked
seamlessly during the operation, boosting the morale of the soldiers.

Mr Singh expressed confidence that DRDO will play a crucial role in
the creation of the Sudarshan Chakra, as announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Under this initiative, DRDO is responsible for equipping
vital installations with an air defence system to ensure complete aerial
protection over the next decade. Highlighting the importance of air defence
in modern warfare, as witnessed during Operation Sindoor, Mr Singh said
he was confident that DRDO would work wholeheartedly to achieve this
goal at the earliest. The Defence Minister called upon DRDO to continue
progressing in sync with the rapidly evolving technological ecosystem and
to develop products that remain relevant to changing times. He urged the
organisation to maintain its focus on innovation and to identify more areas
that can enhance private sector participation.

VANDE MATARAM-AKASHVANI
The Chief Executive Officer, CEO of Prasar Bharati Gaurav Dwivedi
today launched two versions of the national song Vande Mataram at



Akashvani Bhawan in New Delhi. These are the first two renditions from
the proposed set of 25 musical versions of the song to be presented by
Akashvani. The versions were digitally released as part of the 150th
anniversary commemoration of Vande Mataram. Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Dwivedi said that Vande Mataram is not just a song of the freedom
movement but a lasting symbol of national unity and integrity. He
highlighted that these different versions of the song, presented in various
music styles, will have significant impact on the citizens of the country and
will strengthen cultural diversity of the nation.

Talking exclusively to Akashvani News, the CEO said that the
countrymen adopted Vande Mataram not only as a song but also a slogan
and salutation. He said that this commemoration is an opportunity for the
people to rededicate themselves to the nation by listening and also
understanding the various aspects of this song.

(S/B : Gaurav Dwivedi - in GNR whatsapp group)



