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PM - VANDE BHARAT SLEEPER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will today flag off India’s first Vande
Bharat Sleeper Train between Howrah and Guwahati (Kamakhya) at Malda
town railway station. He will also virtually flag off Guwahati - Howrah
Vande Bharat Sleeper. The fully air-conditioned Vande Bharat Sleeper train
is set to offer passengers an airline-like travel experience at economical
fares. It will make long-distance journeys faster, safer, and more
convenient. The Vande Bharat Sleeper train comprises 16 modern coaches
with a total capacity of 823 passengers. Our correspondent reports that the
service will be especially beneficial for common passengers, students,
professionals, migrant workers, traders and religious pilgrims.

(Voice Cast - Dipendra/Saklen)

"With the introduction of the sleeper version of the Vande
Bharat Express, long-distance train travel in India is set to
become faster, safer and more comfortable for common
passengers. The Howrah-Guwahati route is among the most
significant rail corridors in the country, supporting the daily
movement of lakhs of passengers. The Vande Bharat Sleeper
trains will offer a fast, modern and reliable travel option for
passengers of West Bengal and Assam. The visits to major
pilgrimage centres like Kalighat Temple and Kamakhya Devi
Temple will become easier, safer and more convenient. The new
Vande Bharat Sleeper on the Howrah-Guwahati route will
significantly cut travel time compared to the current fastest
service, the Saraighat Express. The Saraighat Express takes
around 17 hours to cover the distance between Howrah and

Guwahati, and in comparison, the Vande Bharat Sleeper will
complete the same journey in just 14 hours. The reduced travel




time will give a boost to regional trade, tourism and employment,
strengthening economic and cultural ties across regions. With
Dipendra Kumar from Guwahati, Saklen Akhtar Akashvani News."

<><>DIPENDRA/0414HRS
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CRICKET - WPL

In Women's Premier League (WPL) Cricket, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru defeated Gujarat Giants by 32 runs at the Dr DY Patil Sports
Academy in Navi Mumbai tonight. Chasing a target of 183 runs set by
Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Gujarat Giants could manage to score 150 for
10 in 18.5 overs. Bharti Fulmali was the highest scorer for Gujarat Giants
who made 39 off 20 balls. For Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Shreyanka
Patil scalped 5 wickets.

Earlier, after being invited to bat first, Royal Challengers Bengaluru
scored 182 for 7 in stipulated 20 overs, with Radha Yadav scoring highest
66 runs off 47 balls. Radha was well supported by wicket keeper Richa
Ghosh who made 44 runs. For Gujarat Giants, Sophie Devine took 3
wickets and Kashvee Gautam 2 wickets. Radha Yadav was adjudged Player
of the Match.

There are two fixtures for tomorrow. In the first match, UP Warriorz
will lock horn with Mumbai Indians at Dr DY Patil Sports Academy in Navi
Mumbai. The match will begin at 3:00 PM. In the second match, Delhi
capitals will take on Royal Challengers Bengaluru at the same venue. The
match will begin at 7:30 PM
NET/2322 HRS
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JAISHANKAR- FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has interacted with
representatives from 39 countries participating in the 6th Annual
Disarmament and International Security Affairs Fellowship Programme in
New Delhi. The fellowship programme was organised by the Sushma
Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar
said he exchanged views with the young fellows on the diverse security
challenges facing the world and underlined the importance of pragmatic



and creative diplomacy to address them.
<><>ANAND/ISHANI/0418
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BIRLA- CSPOC

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has said that democratic institutions can
remain strong and relevant when they are transparent, inclusive,
responsive and accountable to people. Mr Birla stated this during his
valedictory address at the Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of
the Commonwealth, CSPOC which concluded in New Delhi today. Mr Birla
expressed deep appreciation for the active participation, enthusiasm and
constructive spirit of all delegations, which made the Conference both
meaningful and memorable. He observed that the discussions reflected the
enduring relevance of CSPOC as aunique platform for collective reflection
on making Parliaments more people-centric, accountable and effective.

( BYTE-OM BIRLA)
https://x.com/i/broadcasts/1MnGnPIMBjjxO

Recalling the vision behind the establishment of CSPOC, 56
years ago, Lok Sabha Speaker said that the Conference was
conceived to ensure continuous dialogue among democratic
legislatures of the Commonwealth and to explore new ways of
enhancing parliamentary efficiency and responsiveness. He stated
that the 28th CSPOC had carried this legacy forward with
renewed vigor and substance'

This year the conference was held under the chairmanship of Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla. In the valedictory session, he handed over the
chairmanship of 29th CSPOC to the Speakerof the UK House of Commons,
Sir Lindsay Hoyle, and wished him best for the success of the next CSPOC
in London.The three day Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of
the Commonwealth (CSPOC) concluded today in New Delhi with the
renewed commitment to make democratic institutions more people centric.
Later Mr Birla also visited a high tech multimedia exhibition - BHARAT ON
THE MOVE organised at Parliament House Complex showcasing India’s rich
democratic heritage and its growth trajectory as world’s fastest growing
major economy. The exhibition was organised to showcase India’s strides
to becoming a developed nation by 2047 to the foreign delegates who



gathered at the Parliament of India to attend the 28th Conference of
Speakers and Presiding Officers of Commonwealth.
<> ANAND/SAKLEN/0413 HRS

SJ MP-I
17.01.2026

FERTILIZERS-2024-25

The Central Government has ensured record availability of fertilizers
for farmers during the year 2024-25 to meet their agricultural needs in a
timely manner. The Chemical and Fertilizers Ministry said that against an
estimated national requirement of about 152.50 crore bags of fertilizers,
the government ensured a total availability of around 176.79 crore bags.
The Ministry said that this surplus availability reflects the Government’s
strong commitment to supporting farmers and maintaining uninterrupted
agricultural activities across the country. It said that this achievement was
made possible through close coordination among the Railway authorities,
Port authorities, State Governments, and fertilizer companies. The Ministry
said that it held regular review meetings with fertilizer companies,
continuously monitored demand and supply and resolved supply-related
issues promptly. These proactive steps ensured that no region in the
country faced a shortage of fertilizers.

SAKLEN/0428

S) MP-I 17-01-2026
POLAND- DY. PM VISIT

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister of Poland,
Radostaw Sikorski, will be on a three-day visit to India starting today. On
Sunday, Mr. Sikorski is scheduled to attend the Jaipur Literature Festival in
Jaipur, Rajasthan. While, on the final day of his visit, he will meet External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar in New Delhi.

<><><> VISHNU/0430/ HRS
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VAISHNAW- DEEP TECH STARTUP

Union Minister for Electronics and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that
Bharat's deep-tech startup ecosystem is expanding, driven by focused
policy and funding support. In a social media post, the Minister said that
today, 80 percent of India’s startups are Al-led. He added that Design
Linked Incentive scheme under India Semiconductor Mission has supported
23 startups so far. The Minister also highlighted that for institutional
funding, one billion dollar India Deep Tech Alliance was announced at
Semicon India 2025. He noted that the Research Development and
Innovation Fund, with a corpus of 1 lakh crore rupees, is also
strengthening innovation capabilities.

SAKLEN/0441/HRS
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FISHERIES CONFERENCE

The Department of Fisheries today convened the National Fisheries
Secretaries Conference to review progress and chart a future roadmap for
the fisheries sector in New Delhi. The Conference reviewed the
implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana , Fisheries
and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund, and Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah-Yojana.

Secretary, Department of Fisheries, Dr. Abhilaksh Likhi said that
timely and efficient fund utilisation must be prioritised by States and Union
Territories to ensure smooth implementation of approved activities. He also
emphasized on the need for a time-bound approach towards the
development of Integrated Aquaparks, seaweed farming, Climate-Resilient
Coastal Fishermen Villages, artificial reefs and cluster development. The
Conference aimed at aligning national and State-level efforts,
strengthening collaboration, and ensuring effective, time-bound
implementation of fisheries sector programmes to advance India’s Blue
Economy vision.<>ANAND/SAUMYA/2217 HRS
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PM-TOMORROW RALLY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that he is looking forward to being
among the people of Malda and neighbouring areas during the BIP rally
tomorrow. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that every passing day,
some or the other instance of Trinamool Congress (TMC) misrule comes to
the fore. He added that West Bengal is fed up with TMC and is all set to
reject them. Mr Modi said that the people of the state want a development-
oriented BJP government.<>

SAKLEN/2218 HRS
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THEME VANDE MATARAM- REPUBLIC DAY

This year’s Republic Day Celebrations at Kartavya Path will be a
unique blend of 150 years of the national song Vande Mataram India’s
military might and cultural diversity. Addressing a press conference in New
Delhi yesterday, Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh said, the
celebrations will mark a unique tribute to the national song alongside the
vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat. More from our correspondent

SHIVANG/0643 HRS



