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NEELAM DP-1 15.01.2026
DAY PM-CSPOC

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India has shown that
democratic institutions and democratic processes give democracy with
stability, speed and scale. Addressing the Conference of Speakers and
Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth at Samvidhan Sadan in New Delhi
today, Mr Modi said, India has turned diversity into the strength of its
democracy. He said, in India democracy means last-mile delivery and the
government is working with a spirit of public welfare for every individual
without any discrimination. Mr Modi highlighted that nearly 25 crore people
in India came out of poverty over the past few years.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, in India, the people are paramount, and
their aspirations have been made the top priority. He said, India turned
diversity into its strength and emerged as the fastest growing major
economy. Mr Modi said, today, UPI in India is the world's largest digital
payment system. He said, India is the world's largest vaccine producer and
the world's number two steel producer. The Prime Minister said, this is the
fourth occasion when the Conference of Commonwealth Speakers and
Presiding Officers is being held in India.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)



Prime Minister said, India is strongly raising the concerns of the
Global South on every global platform. Mr Modi said, during its G20
Presidency as well, India placed the priorities of the Global South at the
centre of the global agenda.

Speaking on the occasion, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said that Al
and social media have enhanced the efficiency and capability of democratic
institutions. He added that the misuse of AI and social media has given rise
to serious challenges like misinformation, cybercrime, and social division.
The Speaker emphasized that it is the collective responsibility of all to
seriously consider these challenges and find appropriate solutions. Mr Birla
expressed hope that deep discussions on important global issues will take
place at this conference, and concrete policy decisions will be taken.

(S/B: OM BIRLA)

Mr Birla highlighted that in the Indian Parliament's journey of over
seven decades, democracy has been empowered through the creation of
people-centric policies and welfare laws. He stated that India's fair electoral
system has ensured the participation of every citizen of the country in
democracy and this has increased people's faith in democracy.

<><>ANUPAM/PHONE/ANKIT/DIPENDRA/1147

NEELAM :: SUSHMAA DP-1 15.01.2026
PREZ-PUNJAB

President Droupadi Murmu has reached Punjab on her two-day state
visit. She is the Chief Guest at the 50th Golden Jubilee Convocation of Guru
Nanak Dev University (GNDU) at Amritsar today where she will be
presenting degrees and medals to 463 students. Tomorrow, the President
will confer degrees to students of Dr. BR Ambedkar National Institute of
Technology at Jalandhar on its 21st convocation. Our Correspondent
reports that she will also be inaugurating a High-mast National Flag and
two Centres of Excellence for Cyber Security and 5G and Beyond at the
institute.
<><>RAJESH BALI/JALANDHAR/MAIL/1147 HRS

NEELAM DP-1 15.01.2026
PM - STARTUP INDIA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in a programme



marking a decade of the Startup India initiative at Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi tomorrow. During the programme, the Prime Minister will
interact with members of India’s vibrant startup ecosystem. Select startup
representatives will also share insights from their entrepreneurial journey.

Startup India was launched on 16 January 2016 by the Prime Minister
Modi as a transformative national programme to nurture innovation,
promote entrepreneurship and enable investment-driven growth. The
objective of this initiative is to make India a nation of job creators rather
than job seekers.

Over the past decade, Startup India has emerged as a cornerstone of
India’s economic and innovation architecture. It has strengthened
institutional mechanisms, expanded access to capital and mentorship, and
fostered an enabling environment for startups to grow and scale across
sectors and geographies. India’s startup ecosystem has witnessed
unprecedented expansion during this period, with more than two lakh
startups recognized across the country. These enterprises have become
significant drivers of employment generation, innovation-led economic
growth and the strengthening of domestic value chains in diverse sectors.

<><>DIPENDRA/1056
PREZ-PM-ARMY DAY

On the occasion of Army Day, President Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi extended their greetings to the brave soldiers,
veterans, and their families. In a social media post, President Murmu said
that the Indian Army remains steadfast in safeqguarding the unity,
sovereignty, and integrity of the nation. She added that the Indian soldiers
defend the country’s borders and provide critical assistance during
disasters and humanitarian crises. The president said that their unwavering
*Nation First’ spirit continues to inspire every Indian.

Prime Minister Modi said that the nation salutes the courage and
resolute commitment of the Indian Army. He said that they stand as a
symbol of selfless service, safeguarding the nation, at times under
challenging conditions. The Prime Minister said their sense of duty inspires
confidence and gratitude across the country. He also remembered Indian
Army personnel who have laid down their lives in the line of duty.

VP - ARMY DAY
On the occasion of Army Day today Vice President C P Radhakrishnan



saluted the brave officers, soldiers, and veterans of the Indian Army. In a
social media post Mr Radhakrishnan said that the unwavering courage,
discipline, and supreme sacrifice of the soldiers in safeguarding the nation
inspire every citizen. The Vice President added that the nation honours
their selfless service and steadfast commitment to the unity and integrity of
the country. Mr Radhakrishnan also said that the nation also remembers
the valiant heroes who laid down their lives in the line of duty with deep
gratitude.
RAJNATH - ARMY DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has extended greetings to the brave
Indian Army personnel and their families on Army Day. In a social media
post, Mr Singh said, the nation salutes the Indian Army’s indomitable
courage, supreme sacrifice and unwavering commitment to safeguarding
the sovereignty and integrity of the country. He asserted that the Indian
Army, which is ever vigilant on the borders and steadfast in the times of
crisis, has earned global respect through its professionalism, discipline and
humanitarian service. The Minister reiterated the government’s
commitment to building a modern, Aatmanirbhar and future-ready Army.

NEELAM DP-I 15.01.2026
VP, PM - PONAGAL, SANKRANTHI

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
have greeted everyone on the occasion of Pongal and Sankranthi today. In
a social media post, Mr. Radhakrishnan said that this harvest festival
reminds all of deep gratitude to nature, farmers, and the spirit of hard
work that sustains the nation. He said that this Pongal brings prosperity,
harmony, and renewed hope to every home. In his message, Prime
Minister Modi said that the Pongal brings people together, furthering the
spirit of warmth and harmony in society. The Prime Minister said that this
festival also highlights the importance of agriculture and the dignity of
labour. He hoped that this Pongal will bring renewed energy to realise
everyone's aspirations.

<><>DIPENDRA/NITIKA/1034 HRS

SHUKLA :: JAIRAJ MP-I 15.01.2026
TELANGANA - MAKAR SANKRANTI
In Telangana, Makara Sankranthi, the second day of the three-day



festival is being celebrated with religious fervour and traditional gaiety.
Towns and villages in the state came alive as the festivities reached their
peak on the second day of the festival. People in Telangana are celebrating
the harvest festival in line with the traditions followed in their respective
regions with a large number of people reaching their native villages. The
grandeur of the festival is seen in its true essence in the villages, but the
cities and towns too are soaked in the festive spirit. The young girls
decorated the courtyards of their houses with colourful Rangoli and place
Gobbemmalu, made of cow dung and offer special prayers. Devotional
songs by Haridasulu and offering alms to them, respecting the Gangireddu,
the decorated bulls, sharing of sweets, new clothes and gifts marked the
festivities. The Makara Sankranti is being celebrated today marking the
movement of the Sun to Tropic of Cancer from the Capricorn which attains
importance for special offerings to the ancestors. On the other hand, both
elders and children are seen enjoying kite flying in urban areas especially in
Hyderabad.

M S LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD /MAIL/0627

NEELAM DP-I 15.01.2026

CRICKET - WPL

In Women’s Premier League Cricket, Mumbai Indians will take on UP
Warriorz at DY Patil Sports Academy in Navi Mumbai today. The match will
begin at 7.30 PM. Mumbai Indians are placed second on the table, on the
other hand UP Warriorz are placed at the bottom and are one defeat away
from getting eliminated. Earlier, Delhi Capitals registered a 7-wicket win
over UP Warriorz as Delhi Capitals chased down the target of 155 runs in
Navi Mumbai last night. Delhi Capitals made 158 for three wickets in the
stipulated 20 overs. Shafali Verma was declared Player of the Match.

<><>SANYUKTA/NET/1052
NEELAM DP-I 15.01.2026
MEA-IRAN ADVISORY

India has strongly advised its nationals to avoid travelling to Iran as
the security situation in the country has deteriorated further. Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) in an advisory said, in view of the ongoing



developments in Iran, Indian nationals are strongly advised to avoid travel
to the Islamic Republic of Iran until further notice. MEA asked Indian
citizens and Persons of Indian Origin, PIOs residing in Iran to exercise due
caution and avoid visiting areas of protests. MEA said, Indian nationals
living in Iran on resident-visas are advised to register with the Indian
Embassy, if not already done so. The emergency contact helplines of the
Indian Embassy in Tehran are +989128109115; +989128109109;
+989128109102; +989932179359. The Embassy can also be reached
through email at cons.tehran@mea.gov.in. Meanwhile, the Embassy of
India in Tehran in an advisory said, in view of the evolving situation in
Iran, Indian nationals who are currently in the country be it students,
pilgrims, business persons and tourists are advised to leave Iran by
available means of transport, including commercial flights. The embassy
urged Indian nationals to keep their immigration documents available.

<>SANYUKTA/CB/NET/1202



