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ECI-BLO DIRECTION
The Election Commission of India has issued directions to Chief
Electoral Officers of all States and Union Territoires regarding disciplinary
action against Booth Level Officers in case of dereliction of duty and
misconduct. In a letter to the CEOs, the Commission stated that cases
involving dereliction of duty, negligence, misconduct, wilful non-compliance
of its instructions, or violation of the provisions of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, will
invite strict action, including suspension. It further said that any act or
omission by a Booth Level Officer that adversely affects the accuracy,
integrity, or credibility of the electoral roll while discharging official duties
will be dealt strictly. The Commission also added that instances of criminal
misconduct may lead to the registration of an FIR, as applicable. <><><>
CB/SAKLEN/MAIL/0345 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
23.01.2026
REV ASHWINI-NETHERLANDS

The global equipment manufacturers are looking towards India to
establish a base due to the country’s design capabilities, large talent pool,
and the consistent policies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Union
Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said this
while interacting with the media during his visit to Advanced
Semiconductor Materials Lithography (ASML) Headquarters in the
Netherlands. Mr Vaishnaw said that his visit is aimed at understanding
advanced technologies related to lithography. He said that India’s
upcoming semiconductor fabrication facility in Dholera, Gujarat will be
using equipment from ASML, which is the world's leading provider of
lithographic tools.

BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW

The Minister underscored the significance of advanced lithography
technology for India’s emerging semiconductor industry. Emphasising on
the nation’s growing role in the semiconductor ecosystem, he said that
such engagements will accelerate the country's goal in high-tech
manufacturing and innovation.

SAKLEN/SHIVANG/DRISHTI/ 2025 HRS



SWATI::DIVYA MP-1 24.01.2026
REPUBLIC DAY-PREPERATIONS

Preparations are in full swing for 77" Republic Day Parade at
Kartavya Path in the national capital on Monday. The parade will exhibit a
unique blend of the country’s culture, its military prowess and its
celebrated legacy. Different marching contingents of the Armed Forces and
tableaux from different states will present glimpses of diverse strengths
and cultural inclusiveness. A full dress rehearsal of Republic Day Parade
was held on Kartavya Path amid rainfall yesterday. Briefing the media in
New Delhi, Chief of Staff, Delhi Sub Area, Major General Navraj Dhillon
said, on this Republic Day, Indian Army will showcase a tableau on
Operation Sindoor showcasing country’s victory and the jointness of Tri-
services displayed during this operation. He said, Indian Army will feature
debut of a Battle Array Formation showcasing synchronised manoeuvres
alongside tanks, missile systems, drones and armoured platforms. He
informed that Lieutenant General Bhavnish Kumar will head the parade for
the fourth time. He said that around 6 thousand 50 military personnel will
take part in the parade. Major General Dhillon added that Bhairav
Battalion, Shaktibaan regiment will take part in the parade for the first
time, along with Ladakh Scouts. Kites, Zanskar ponies and Bactrian camel
also will also take part in the Republic Day parade for the first time.

Byte-

Air Commodore Manish Sabharwal informed that the tableau on Operation
Sindoor will feature the symbolic launch of a BrahMos by a Su-30, which
destroyed one of the Pakistani airbases. It will showcase air defence
elements, such as the S-400, which shot down a Pakistani air force asset at
the longest range in the world. Air Commodore said that this is once again
to highlight the resolve of country that together if we fight, victory is
inevitable. Delhi Metro will commence its services at 3 AM on all lines on
Monday to facilitate the movement of people to Kartavya Path and enable
them to witness the Republic Day ceremony.<><><>

CB/SHIVANG/ANKIT/PALLAVI/0540 HRS



GAURAV EP-I
23.01.2026
PENSION ADALAT- GRIEVANCES

The Department of Pension and Pensioners’ Welfare resolved 815
grievances of super senior citizens and family pensioners during a Pension
Adalat held recently. The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions informed that a total of over 1 thousand grievances from 30
Ministries and Departments, including Defence, Home Affairs, Finance,
Posts, Housing and Urban Affairs and Civil Aviation, were taken up for
redressal. It added that a follow-up meeting to review pending cases was
held on 16th of this month.

<><>PRIYA/ISHANI/1723 HRS
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HASINA-BANGLADESH
Former Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina has said that
Bangladesh is facing lawlessness, insecurity and persecution of minorities
with mob violence and extremism spreading nationwide. Delivering an
audio message during a media briefing in New Delhi last evening, Ms
Hasina said, at present Bangladesh stands at the edge of an abyss and is
navigating one of the most perilous chapters in its history. She demanded
actions, including restoring democracy for free and fair elections, ending
violence and lawlessness, allowing civic services to function properly,
ensuring the safety of religious minority groups, women, girls and the most
vulnerable section in society. Ms. Hasina also called for an end to politically
motivated acts intended to intimidate the Bangladesh Awami League and
other opposition parties, and invited the United Nations to conduct a new
and truly impartial investigation into the events of the past year. Urging the
citizens of Bangladesh not to give up, she called for public support to
reclaim democracy. <><><>
AKSHIT/0415

PLI
The Government has selected five companies in the fourth round of the



Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for White Goods, with a
committed investment of 863 crore rupees. The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry stated that these five companies are engaged in the
manufacturing of air conditioner (AC) components and are expected to
achieve a total production of over 8 thousand 300 crore rupees and
generate 1,799 additional direct jobs by Financial Year 2027-28.

SWATI MP-1 24.01.2026

MOR PM-ROZGAR MELA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will distribute more than 61 thousand
appointment letters to newly recruited youth in various government
departments and organizations at the 18th Rozgar Mela today through
video conferencing. Mr Modi will also address the gathering on the
occasion. The 18th Rozgar Mela will be organized at 45 locations across the
country. The newly recruited candidates will be joining various ministries
and departments including the Ministry of Home Affairs; Health and Family
Welfare; Department of Financial Services; Department of Higher
Education, among others.

Rozgar Mela is a key government initiative which aims at employment
generation. Since its inception, more than 11 lakh recruitment letters have
been issued through Rozgar Melas organised across the country. <><><>

CB/PRIYA/ARZOO/0426 HRS
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SHAH-UP DAY

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah will address the
‘Uttar Pradesh Day’ celebrations as the Chief Guest in Lucknow today. The
event will be held at Rashtra Prerna Sthal.

On the occasion, Mr Shah will launch the ‘One District One Cuisine’
(ODOC) scheme. Under the initiative, the distinctive traditional cuisine of
each district of Uttar Pradesh will be identified and linked with quality
improvement, branding, and market access, so that local flavours gain not
only regional but also national and global recognition.

During the celebrations, the Union Minister will also inaugurate the



Sardar Patel Industrial Zone Programme. Mr. Shah will present awards to
districts that have performed excellently under the Uttar Pradesh
Government’s Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyami Vikas Yojana schem. He will also
confer the Uttar Pradesh Gaurav Samman 2025-26 on the occasion.
SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/0505 HRS.
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INDIA ENERGY WEEK

The Fourth edition of India Energy Week (IEW) 2026 will be held in
Goa from 27™ to 30" of this month. Addressing the Curtain Raiser press
conference in New Delhi last evening, Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said IEW 2026 reflects India’s commitment to energy
security, economic growth, and sustainability. He said, the four-day event
will position India as a key global energy hub and a credible voice in the
global energy transition.

(S/B: PURI)

The Minister highlighted that India Energy Week has grown
significantly since its inception. He said, in just four years, IEW has
occupied a unique position in the global energy calendar. More from our
correspondent

VC-ANKIT

India Enerqgy Week 2026 is expected to be the largest edition
so far. The event will witness 75,000 delegates, more than 600
exhibitors, including 180 international exhibitors, over 500 global
speakers, and over 120 conference sessions. The Minister
informed that 17 Ministers and Deputy Ministers from countries
including the UAE, Canada, the Netherlands, and Oman have

confirmed their participation. International organisations such as
the International Enerqy Forum, BIMSTEC and the Eurasian

Economic Union will also take part. Mr. Puri added that several
side events and roundtables will be organised alongside the main
conference. These include the 9th Prime Minister’s Roundtable.
During the roundtable, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact

with global CEOs, public sector undertakings, and private sector
leaders from leading global energy and technology companies.




Ankit Kumar for Akashvani News, Delhi.

CB/ANKIT/0526 HRS

SWATI MP-1 24.01.2026

CRICKET-T20

In Men's Cricket, India defeated New Zealand by seven wickets in the
second T20 at Raipur last night, to take a 2-Nil lead in the five-match
series.

Chasing a target of 209 runs, India achieved the score, for the loss of
three wickets in 15.2 overs, riding on Skipper Suryakumar Yadav blazing
unbeaten knock of 82 runs off 37 ball and Ishan Kishan's whirlwind 76
from 32 balls. Shivam Dube chipped in with a quick-fire 36 off 18 balls. It
came after the home team was reduced to 6 for the loss of two wickets at
the start of the second over. For New Zealand, Matt Henry, Jacob Duffy
and Ish Sodhi bagged one wicket each.

Earlier, put in to bat first, the visitors posted 208 for the loss of six
wickets in their allotted 20 overs. Skipper Mitchell Santner with unbeaten
47 off 27 balls was the top scorer followed by Rachin Ravindra with 44
from 26 balls. Kuldeep Yadav claimed two wickets while Hardik Pandya,
Harshit Rana, Shivam Dube and Varun Chakaravarthy took one wicket
each.

Ishan Kishan was declared the player of the match.

With this victory, Team India now lead the series 2-Nil, following a
commanding 48-run win in the opening match.

The third match of the series will be played in Guwahati tomorrow.

CB/BAIG/NET/0358 HRS



