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REV PM MODI - FTA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said conclusion of the
India-EU Free Trade Agreement today marks a significant
milestone in India - EU relations. In a social media post, Mr Modi
thanked all the leaders of Europe over the years for their
constructive spirit and commitment in making this possible. He
noted that this agreement will deepen economic ties, create
opportunities for people and strengthen the India-Europe
partnership for a prosperous future.
In a series of social media posts, Mr Modi said this landmark deal between
the second largest and fourth largest economies of the world promises to
create unprecedented opportunities and open new avenues of growth as
well as cooperation. He added that this deal will benefit the entire global



community. The Prime Minister said the agreement would help create
quality jobs in key sectors, enable further mobility for the youth,
professional talent, students and researchers and unlock the potential of
the digital age. He said the trade deal will foster innovation and strengthen
economic ties for mutual growth. Mr Modi highlighted that together, India
and the EU are moving ahead with trust and ambition towards a
prosperous as well as sustainable future. Prime Minister Modi said the FTA
reflects the shared resolve to shape a stable, prosperous and future-ready
economic relationship. Prime Minister Modi said today is a day that will be
remembered forever, and marked indelibly in history. He added that this is
a milestone in India-EU relations which will strengthen economic ties,
create jobs for youth, opportunities for businesses, foster shared
prosperity, and build stronger global supply chains.

BRAHMAPUTRA-BOAT CAPSIZE

In Assam, seven passengers, mostly women and children, feared
missing a overloaded country boat capsized in the Brahmaputra River. The
boat was operating between Rahampur and Barhola Chenga in Assam's
Barpeta district today. Rescue operations involving SDRF and fishermen are
underway to trace and rescue the missing persons.

<><><>
The Budget Session of Parliament will begin today. The session will
begin with the address of President Droupadi Murmu to the joint sitting of
both Houses of Parliament. The Economic Survey will be tabled tomorrow
and the Union Budget will be presented on Sunday 1st February. The first
phase of the budget session will be held from today till 13th February. The
second phase will take place from Sth March to 2nd April. There will be 30
sittings during the session.
<><><>
Government convened an all Party Meeting in New Delhi yesterday,
ahead of the Budget Session of Parliament. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
chaired the meeting. Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha J P Nadda, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju, Ministers of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal and Dr L Murugan were present
at the occasion. Congress leader Jairam Ramesh, Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam Leader Tiruchi Shiva, Trinmool Congess leader Sagarika Ghose,
Samajwadi Party MP Ramgopal Yadav attended the meeting among others.



Speaking to the media after the meeting, Union Parliamentry Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said that the first part of the Budget Session will have
motion of thanks on President's address, later discussion on Budget will be
held in both the houses. Mr Rijiju requested all the parties to cooperate in
running the session smoothly.
<><><>
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the Annual NCC PM Rally
at Cariappa Parade Ground in New Delhi today. The theme of this year’s
rally is Rashtra Pratham - Kartavya Nishtha Yuva. This rally reflects the
spirit of duty, discipline and national commitment among India’s youth. The
NCC PM Rally will mark the grand culmination of the month-long NCC
Republic Day Camp 2026. It witnessed the participation of two thousand
406 NCC cadets from across the country, including 898 girl cadets. The
rally will also see the participation of 207 youth and officers from 21
foreign countries. On the occasion, a vibrant cultural programme will be
presented by NCC cadets, members of Rashtriya Rangshala and National
Service Scheme, showcasing their role in nation building, social service and
character development.
<><><>
President Droupadi Murmu has said, India and Europe are connected
not only by contemporary interests, but also by shared values such as
democracy, pluralism, and an open market economy. She said, these
principles guide the nations in a rapidly changing global environment. The
President was speaking at the banquet hosted in the honour of President of
the European Council Antdnio Costa and President of European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen at Rashtrapati Bhavan yesterday
evening. President Murmu said that economic cooperation is a key pillar of
India-European Union relations. She said, India and EU view trade and
investment as instruments of shared prosperity and social progress. The
President expressed happiness over the successful conclusion of the
historic negotiations on the India-EU Free Trade Agreement, adding that it
will bring significant positive changes to the lives of the people of both
nations.
<><><>
Wings India 2026, Asia’s largest civil aviation event will begin today
at Begumpet Airport in Hyderabad. The four-day event will showcase the
rise of Indian Aviation and the Future of Global Flight. The event will
feature an elaborate and world class international exhibition, static aircraft



displays and aerobatic flying shows, high-level global aviation conference,
CEO roundtables, B2B and B2G meetings, aviation Job Fair and Student
Innovation Competition. Ministerial-level and official foreign delegations
from 20 countries, including Russia, Singapore, Maldives, Mongolia, Oman,
Qatar, European Union, UK, France, Germany, USA will attend Wings India
2026.
<><><>
In the Men’s Under-19 Cricket World Cup, India moved to the top of
the Group 2 points table with a convincing win over hosts Zimbabwe by
204 runs in the Super Six stage match in Bulawayo yesterday evening.
<><><>
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India Meteorological Department, IMD has forecast dense fog over
Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar till tomorrow. Cold wave conditions
are likely to prevail in Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana,
and Delhi for next two to three days. Sub Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim may experience thunderstorm and hailstorm.

Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and gusty winds will be
seen over Uttarakhand, Bihar and East Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
East Madhya Pradesh. According to IMD, squally weather is likely to prevail
over Gulf of Mannar and Comorin area till Friday.
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PRADHAN- UGC REGULATION

The Government has assured that the new University Grants
Commission (UGC) guidelines are to address caste-based discrimination on
campuses and it will not be misused. Talking to media yesterday,



Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said, this is the responsibility of
Centre, State governments and UGC, to ensure no misuse of the law in the
name of discrimination. The Minister said, the matter is under the
supervision of the Supreme Court and all actions will be carried out within
the ambit of the Constitution.

BYTE- DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

Earlier in a regulation issued on 13th of this month, the UGC stated
that higher education institutions are required to set up Equal Opportunity
Centres, Equity Committees, grievance redressal systems and round the
clock helplines to address caste based or any form of discrimination.
According to the Government, these measures aim to create safer, more
inclusive learning environments for all students and to strengthen anti-
discrimination framework.
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