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18.01.2026
REV. EVE. PM-WEST BENGAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated, laid the foundation stone
and flagged off various development projects worth more than 830 crore
rupees in West Bengal and flagged off three Amrit Bharat trains connecting
Kolkata with other parts of the country.

Addressing the gathering on the occasion, the Prime Minister said, all
central projects will accelerate the development of West Bengal. He
highlighted that for a developed India, the development of Eastern India is
essential, and with this goal the Union Government is continuously
working. He said his two day programme in Assam and West Bengal
strengthen this resolve. The Prime Minister underlined that the past 24
hours have been unprecedented for West Bengal’s rail connectivity. Mr
Modi observed that Bengal has immense potential for waterways and the
Union Government is working on this as well. He remarked that these are
the pillars on which West Bengal can be developed into a major hub of
manufacturing, trade, and logistics.

The Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of the Extended Port
Gate System at Balagarh, including an Inland Water Transport IWT
terminal and a Road Over Bridge. He also launched a state-of-the-art
Electric Catamaran in Kolkata. The vessel will support urban river mobility,
eco-tourism and last-mile passenger connectivity along the Hooghly River.
The Prime Minister also inaugurated the Jayrambati-Barogopinathpur-
Maynapur new rail line and a new train service between Maynapur and
Jayrambati.

Governor Dr C V Ananda Bose, Union Minister Dr Sukanta Majumdar,
Shantunu Thakur, Leader of Opposition in West Bengal Suvendu Adhikari
and others were present on the occasion.

Later, addressing a public rally in Singur, the Prime Minister said, the
central government is consistently working to support the youth, farmers,
and women of West Bengal. He stated that several welfare schemes
launched by the Centre are aimed at improving livelihoods and creating
opportunities across the state. However, the Prime Minister alleged that the
state government has been blocking the implementation of these central
schemes, preventing benefits from reaching the people. The Prime Minister
emphasized that development initiatives should rise above political rivalries
and focus on the needs of citizens.



<><><>
<<>>CB/ 1722

TRIPTI EP-I1 18.01.2026
PM - BAGURUMBA DWOHU

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the Bagurumba Dwhou
festival in Guwahati, was an unforgettable experience for him. In a social
media post, Mr Modi said that the programme is making waves across the
country, with people widely appreciating the richness and greatness of the
culture. The Prime Minister also highlighted the vibrant Bodo culture
showcased at the event, noting the participation of over 10 thousand
people, and the splendid laser show among other attractions.
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TRIPTI EP II 18.01.26
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

World Economic Forum will begin in Switzerland's Davos from
tomorrow. More than 3,000 global leaders are attending the 56th annual
meeting in Davos.

Over 100 Indian CEOs are in the Swiss town, along with a large
government delegation to take part in the five day talkfest. Senior Union
Ministers, including Ashwini Vaishnaw, Pralhad Joshi and K Rammohan
Naidu, are expected to participate and also hold bilateral meetings, while
Chief Ministers of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Assam
and Jharkhand will showcase their respective states for prospective
investors. There are pavilions of various state governments as well,
including Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Telangana. <<>>
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EVE. CRICKET- IND vs NZ

In Men’s Cricket, chasing the target of 338 runs set by New Zealand
in the third ODI in Indore, hosts India were for in
overs, when the reports last came in. Earlier, put into bat first, the visitors
posted 337 for eight in the stipulated 50 overs in the decisive match.

The current ODI series is tied 1-1, with India winning the first match and
New Zealand the second.
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TRIPTI EP-I
18-01-2026

RAILWAYS-TRACK DATA

Indian Railways plans to renew over 7 thousand 9 hundred
kilometers of track over the next two years. The Railway Ministry today
informed that more than 7 thousand 5 hundred kilometers of track renewal
work is underway in the current financial year 2025-26, and over 6
thousand and 8 hundred kilometers of track renewal has already been
carried out in the last financial year. It further noted that high-speed
capable track length nearly doubled, from 31 thousand kilometres in 2014
to over 84 thousand kilometres now, enabling 110 kilometres per hour plus
operations across eighty per cent of the National Rail Network. The Ministry
added that over the past 11 years, the Railways strengthened its track
infrastructure and enhanced safety standards through sustained
investment and focused execution.

PRIYA/1658

TRIPTI EP-I 18-01-2026

RIJIJU-TMC

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju claimed that
Trinamool Congress (TMC) is destroying the constitution of the country.
Reposting a post of BJP West Bengal on his social media account, the
minister alleged that they are taking away the basic rights of Indian



citizens and protecting the illegal migrants. He also claimed that there is no

rule of law in West Bengal under the Trinamool Congress regime. The

Minister also urged that everyone must protect the Constitution of India.
<<>> SAKLEN/1558

SANT DP-1 18-01-2026
JAISHANKAR - US SENATOR

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today held a meeting with
United States Senator Steve Daines in New Delhi. In a social media post,
Dr Jaishankar said that during the meeting both sides had wide ranging
and open discussion on bilateral relations and its strategic significance.
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SHUKLA MP-1 18.01.2026
IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange colour
warning for dense to very dense fog over Uttar Pradesh for today. The Met
Department has forecast dense fog conditions at isolated places over the
parts of Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, and Bihar for next two to
three days. Similar conditions are likely to prevail over Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and West Bengal till tomorrow. The
weather agency said that cold wave conditions are expected in East
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha today. The Met Department
further predicted a gradual rise in minimum temperatures by about 2
degree Celsius over northwest and central India for next two days.
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