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SHUKLA DP-I 05.01.2026
PM- JOSHI WISH
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has greeted Senior BIP leader and



former Union Minister Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi on his birthday today. In a
social media post, Prime Minister described Dr. Joshi a respected
statesman, towering intellectual and steadfast nationalist. Mr Modi said, his
lifelong commitment to service, especially in education, culture and
popularising the nation's civilisational values has enriched pubilic life.
ISHANI/ANKIT/0921 HRS

SHUKLA :: JAIRA] MP-II
05.01.2026
REV. ASSAM EARTHQUAKE

A 5.1 magnitude earthquake struck central Assam at 4:17 AM today.
The epicentre of the tremor was near Assam's Morigaon district at a depth
of 50 km. The tremors were felt across several parts of central Assam,
including Morigaon and nearby districts, triggering panic among residents
who rushed out of their homes. However, no immediate reports of loss of
life or damage to property have been received so far. The tremors were
also felt in neighbouring countries of Bhutan, Nepal and
Bangladesh.

AMINUL HAQUE
JWADDER/GUWAHATI/MAIL/CB/VISHAL/NET/0805

SHUKLA :: JAIRAJ MP-1
05.01.2026
EC - WB DGP

The Election Commission has found “serious security lapses” into the
mob attacks on electoral roll observer C Murugan during his visit to the
special intensive revision (SIR) hearing camps in South 24 Parganas of
West Bengal. The Commission has sought an action taken report from
state director general of police Rajeev Kumar about it by 5 PM tomorrow.
The EC also ordered Mr Kumar to depute a senior police officer next time
to accompany any electoral roll observer/ special electoral roll observer
with adequate security to ensure their safety during field visits. Its step
came after Mr Murugan, an IAS officer of 2005 batch, reported to Chief
Electoral Officer, West Bengal Manoj Agarwal about the incidents he had



faced at Magrahat- I, Magrahat— II and Kulpi block of Diamond Harbour
sub-division on December 29.
NET/0756

SHUKLA :: JAIRA] MP-I
05.01.2026
AYODHYA - RAM TEMPLE

In Ayodhya, a four km long boundary wall is being constructed for
fool proof security of Sriram Temple. Chairman of Shri Ram Mandir Nirman
Samiti Nripendra Mishra said that the security of Ram Mandir will be
completely impenetrable. He said that the construction work of the four
kilometer long boundary wall which is being built around the temple
premises has started. State-of-the-art equipment is being installed in the
boundary wall for monitoring and security of the temple. He said that for
the security of the temple complex, four watch towers will be built, in
which equipment equipped with modern technology will be installed.
According to Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Tirath Keshetra Trust, the wall aims
to enhance the security of the temple complex and establish it as a well-
organised religious structure. This construction work is estimated to cost
around 80-90 crore rupees. The Engineers India Limited has been
entrusted with the responsibility of constructing the wall.

SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/0747

BS DP-1
05.01.2025

PM - SOMNATH
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the Somnath Temple, located
in Prabhas Patan, Gujarat, continues to stand tall as a symbol of country's
enduring spirit despite repeated assaults over the centuries. In an Op-Ed
marking the historic milestone of one thousand years since the first attack
on Somnath in the year one thousand 26, the Prime Minister said, there
can be no better example of a civilisation’s indomitable spirit than
Somnath, which stands gloriously after overcoming immense odds and
struggles.

The Prime Minister wrote that merely hearing the word Somnath
instils a sense of pride in the hearts and minds of the countrymen, calling it
an eternal proclamation of India’s soul. Mr. Modi said that the year 2026



holds significance for the Somnath Temple, as it marks one thousand years
since the first attack on this great shrine. He recalled that in January 1026,
Mahmud of Ghazni attacked the temple in an attempt to destroy a powerful
symbol of faith and civilisation through a violent and barbaric invasion. He
said that the aggressors of the past are now dust in the wind, their names
synonymous with destruction. He noted that Somnath’s story is not merely
about a temple, but about the unbreakable courage of countless children of
Bharat Mata who safeguarded the nation’s culture and civilisation. He said
it is the same spirit that is visible in the nation today, one of the brightest
spots of global growth, having overcome centuries of invasions and colonial
loot. The Prime Minister said that the world is looking at India with hope
and optimism and wants to invest in its innovative youngsters. He added
that India’s art, culture, music and several festivals are going global, while
Yoga and Ayurveda are making a worldwide impact by promoting healthy
living. The Prime Minister noted that solutions to some of the most
pressing global challenges are also emerging from India.

The Prime Minister expressed confidence that if the Somnath Temple,
which was attacked a thousand years ago and faced continuous attacks
thereon, could rise again and again, then the nation too could be restored
to the greatness it had embodied before the invasions.

<><>ANKIT/1011

SHUKLA MP-I 05.01.2026
SHAH- KALYAN SINGH TRIBUTE

Union Home Minister Amit Shah paid tribute to the Senior BJP leader
and former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Kalyan Singh on his birth
anniversary today. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that Kalyan Singh
symbolised a crime-free administration in Uttar Pradesh and never
compromised on the principles of protecting the nation’s heritage and
cultural pride. He said that Kalyan Singh ji remained firmly committed to
his ideological values and even relinquished power to uphold them.

Mr Shah added that Mr Singh’s lifelong dedication to public welfare
and service to the people continues to be remembered with respect and
will remain an inspiration in public life.

ISHANI/DIPENDRA/0736



SHUKLA MP-I 05.01.2026
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
warning for dense to very dense fog over Delhi, Chandigarh, East Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Punjab till tomorrow. The
Met department has forecast dense fog over parts of Gangetic West
Bengal, North-East India, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Jharkhand
during the next two days. Similar conditions are likely to prevail over
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand till the 9th of this month. The weather
agency has also predicted cold wave conditions over Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Jharkhand and Rajasthan during the next three
days. IMD has forecast cold day conditions over Bihar and Uttarakhand for
today.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR continues to be in the poor
category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the average Air
Quality Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at 266 as of 7 AM
today.

ISHANI/0709

BHUPENDRA : SUSHMAA DP-I

05.01.2026
RAJNATH-SAMUDRA PRATAP
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh commissioned the Indian Coast Guard's
(ICG) first indigenously designed and built pollution control vessel Samudra
Pratap in Goa today. The vessel will serve as a critical platform for
enforcing marine pollution control regulations, maritime law enforcement,
search and rescue operations, and safeguarding country's Exclusive
Economic Zone. As the first indigenously developed pollution control vessel
with over 70 percent domestic content, it features a helicopter hangar to
extend its operational reach.

At the commissioning of Samudra Pratap, the Defence Minister hailed
the vessel as a symbol of country's collective resolve and maritime
confidence. Mr. Singh emphasized that protecting marine biodiversity is a
moral responsibility in the face of climate change, noting that the ship will
safeguard coral reefs and coastal communities. The Minister urged the
industry to aim for 90 percent indigenization in future projects.



Built by Goa Shipyard Limited, this 114-meter hybrid Pollution Control
Vessel is a powerhouse of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. It is designed to detect
and recover oil spills, featuring advanced sweeping arms and dynamic
positioning to protect country's Exclusive Economic Zone.

MAHESH CHOPADE/PANAJI/MAIL/1156 HRS

India has become the world's largest producer of rice, surpassing China.
This was stated by Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan in
New Delhi yesterday. He said, India's rice production has reached 150.18
million tonnes, compared to China's 145.28 million tonnes. Mr Chouhan
said, India is now supplying rice in overseas markets.
[S/B- SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN - 28 SECS ]

The minister unveiled 184 improved varieties of 25 field crops
developed by Indian Council of Agricultural Research at an event held in
the national capital.



