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SWATI::ST MP-1 31.01.2026

PM MODI-VENEZUELA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Acting President of Venezuela, Delcy
Rodriguez have agreed to further expand and deepen the bilateral
partnership in all areas, including trade and investment, energy, digital
technology, health, agriculture and people-to-people ties. In a statement,
External Affairs Ministry said, Mr Modi received a telephone call from the
Acting President of Venezuela yesterday. The two leaders exchanged views
on various regional and global issues of mutual interest and emphasized the
importance of their close cooperation for the Global South.<><><>

CB/SUPARNA/0401 HRS

GAURAV
EP I 30.1.26

PIYUSH INDIA EU FTA

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today highlighted that
India-EU Free Trade Pact covers one-third of the world population and
impacts 25 percent of global GDP. Addressing the World Forum of
Accountants in Greater Noida, the Minister said highlighted the vast potential
of the European market. Mr Goyal said that the European Union alone
imports goods worth nearly 7 trillion dollars and services worth 3 trillion
dollars, together representing a 10 trillion dollar market. He said India’s
current exports are only a small fraction of this potential and emphasised that
the opportunities before India are unprecedented and must be seized. The
Minister said India has signed eight free trade agreements in the last four
years, reflecting a fundamental shift in the country’s engagement with the
global economy. These agreements, cover major economies across Europe
and other regions, including the 27-nation European Union, the four-nation
EFTA bloc comprising Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Iceland, the
United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, the United Arab Emirates and
Oman. The Minister noted that these agreements are opening up new and
significant opportunities for Indian talent, skills and young professionals and



strengthening India’s integration with global value chains.
<><>Suparna/2006 hrs

SWATI::ST MP-1
31.01.2026

MOR NIRMALA-BUDGET

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the Union Budget
2026-27 in the Lok Sabha tomorow. After presentation of the Budget in the
Lower House, the copy of the budget will be tabled in the Rajya Sabha. This
will be ninth consecutive Budget presentation by Mrs Sitharaman since
assuming office in 2019. It will be the third Budget of the Narendra Modi
government in its third term. The Budget documents will be available on the
Mobile App and the website after the completion of the Budget Speech in
Parliament. Finance Minister will interact with around thirty college students
from different regions of the country after the presentation of the Union
Budget.

Before the budget Preparation, the Finance Minister held pre Budget
consultations meetings with several stakeholders, including experts and
representatives from economists, trade unions, education and health sector,
MSME, trade and services, industry, economists, financial sector and capital
markets. Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh had also held extensive
pre-Budget consultations on various aspects related to agriculture and rural
development and submitted compiled report of suggestions to the Finance
Minister. During the course of Budget preparation, various inputs have been
sought from the citizens, including youth, through various platforms, which
will reflect in the upcoming Union Budget 2026-27. <><><>

CB/DIPENDRA/ANAND/0421 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
30.01.2026

EVE. ASHWINI - AI SUMMIT

The India-AI Impact Summit 2026 will be held at Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi from 16th to 20th February this year. The summit will be the first
global AT summit to be hosted in the Global South. The objective of the
Summit is to enable global democratization of Artificial Intelligence and



bridging the Al divide as well as Support the development of indigenous and
local Al solutions. It will also focus on development of Al for Good solutions
across healthcare, agriculture and governance among others and aligning
global standards andmodels of Al governance and Innovation to the needs of
the developing world. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today,
Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw
said that the India AI Impact Summit has received a phenomenal response
from across the world and is shaping up to be the biggest AI summit so far
globally. He referred to the recent interactions of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with industry leaders, developers and innovators working across the Al
value chain. The Minister stated that leading IT companies have developed
more than 200 focused, sector-specific AI models, which are proposed to be
launched during the Al Impact Summit.

Mr Vaishnaw said that the Summit will be based on seven themes
including Human Capital, inclusion for Social Empowerment, Safe and
Trusted Al, Resilience, Innovation, and Efficiency, Democratizing Al
Resources and Al for Economic Growth and Social Good. He informed that so
far 15 Heads of State/Government have confirmed their particpation in the
event. He said, over 100 global leaders including CEOs are also
participating in the upcoming Summit.

( Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw -
https://x.com/airnewsalerts/status/2017202441310380504?s=
20)

Speaking on the occasion, Secretary, MeitY S. Krishnan said that the
central objective of the India AI Impact Summit is to advance the
democratisation of technology, particularly artificial intelligence, to ensure
that its benefits reach a wide cross-section of society.

<><>ANAND/ROHAN/1955 RS

GAURAV::LAXMI
EP-I 30.01.2026
VISAKHAPATNAM-CSIR-NIO

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science &
Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr Jitendra Singh, today inaugurated the
Shore-Based Laboratory of CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography,
Regional Centre, Visakhapatnam. Dr Jitendra Singh said that the Eastern
Coastal Margin of India is geologically diverse and holds significant potential
for hydrocarbons, seabed minerals, oil and natural gas, largely due to heavy



sediment deposits from the Himalayan River systems. The Union Minister
hoped that the Visakhapatnam Centre will also emerge as a major hub for
capacity building and skill training, nurturing young scientists, researchers,
startups, and future entrepreneurs for India’s expanding marine sector.
<>Henry/Vijayawada/MAIL/1932 HRS.

SKS:AK NP-I 30.01.2026
NAZIRABAD FIRE UPDATE

The death toll in the Nazirabad Fire incident at Narendrapur in South 24
Parganas district of West Bengal increased to 27. Today mortal remains of
two more persons recovered from the incident cite. Earlier, missing diaries for
27 persons have been filed. BJP has demanded arrest of the persons
associated with the fire incident. A momo company's godown caught fire in
the intervening night of 25th and 26th January while workers were reportedly
present inside. Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed deep sorrow over
the incident. Prime Minister announced Rs 2 lakhs for the next of kin of the
deceased and Rs 50 thousand for injured from the Prime Minister's National
Relief Fund. Leader of Opposition Suvendu Adhikari led a protest march
today, alleging that the main culprit in the incident had accompanied Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee during her foreign trip in the past. He demanded
Rs. 50 lakhs ex-gratia and a job for the family members of the dead. It is
reported that the ill-fated godown was built after filling water bodies.
Governor Dr C V Ananda Bose today visited the site. He said, complete
negligence on the part of the administration and the owner of the
establishment is the cause of the incident.<>
KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0029 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
30.01.2026
NADDA- NCW FOUNDATION DAY

Health and Family Welfare Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda today said
that the National Commission for Women (NCW) has served as a watchdog,
ensuring women's safety and promoting their rights. Speaking at the NCW's
34th Foundation Day Celebrations in New Delhi, Mr Nadda said that both
physical and mental well-being are important aspects of women’s
empowerment. The Minister said that a major paradigm shift has taken place
in the health sector. He stated that in the 2017 Health Policy, the government
moved from a curative approach to a comprehensive one, with a strong focus



on preventive healthcare. Mr Nadda further stated that over 1 lakh eighty one
thousand Ayushman Arogya Mandirs have been made functional across the
country, with maternal and child healthcare given top priority.

He informed that since 2016, more than 7.25 crore women have benefited
from antenatal check-ups, and institutional deliveries have also increased to
89 percent over the past decade. He reaffirmed that women-centric policies
will continue to be a national priority.

Addressing the event, Women and Child Development Minister
Annapurna Devi said that the commission has made continuous efforts
towards women'’s health, empowerment, and protection of constitutional
rights. She highlighted that under the Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar initiative,
nearly 7 crore women received health check-ups and essential medical
care.Several initiatives including monthly Jagriti magazine, a book on
empowering motherhood and a digital training module for Tere Mere Sapne
Pre-Marital Communication Centres were also launched during the event.

<><>BHANU/SAUMYA/2007 HRS

SWATI MP-II
31.01.26

CRICKET-T20

In Men’s cricket, India will take on New Zealand in the fifth and final
T20 International at Thiruvananthapuram this evening. The match will begin
at 7 PM Indian Standard Time.

The Men in Blue suffered a 50-run defeat against Visitors in the fourth
T20 at Visakhapatnam on Wednesday. Despite the loss, India continue to
hold an unassailable 3-1 lead in the five-match series. <><><>

CB/0434 HRS

SKS::AK NP-1 30.01.2026
COMPLETE SIR PROCESS

The Election Commission has issued strict instructions to all districts in
West Bengal to ensure completion of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
process within the stipulated timeframe. In a directive circulated to district
election officials across the state, the Commission emphasized that the
issuance and service of notices, conduct of hearings, and uploading of all



related documents must be completed strictly within the prescribed schedule.
The directive stated that any notices yet to be delivered must be served on
the concerned individuals by 5 PM on 1st February. Booth Level Officers have
been instructed to upload proof of delivery into the system immediately after
service. The Commission further directed that all hearings, along with the
uploading of relevant documents, must be completed within the next seven
days. In cases where hearings have already been conducted, details of
attendance and documents collected must be uploaded to the system by 2nd
February.<>

SANDIPON/AVIRUP/KOLKATA/MAIL/2326 HRS

GAURAV EP I
30.1.26

JAISHANKAR LIBYA SOMALIA

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar held productive discussions
with his Libyan counterpart Eltaher Elbaour of Libya on advancing
cooperation in trade, business, infrastructure and energy domains. In a social
media post, Dr Jaishankar said he appreciated Mr Elbaour's briefing on the
situation in Libya. He underscored India’s advocacy of dialogue and
diplomacy for enduring peace and stability in the region. The External Affairs
Minister also had a productive conversation with Foreign Minister of Somalia
on advancing trade, capacity building, education, health, consular and
multilateral cooperation.

<><>Suparna/2036 hrs

GAURAV
EP-II
30-01-2026

TRUMP- FED GOVERNER

U.S. President Donald Trump today nominated former Federal Reserve



Governor Kevin Warsh as his preferred successor to current Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell. President Trump announced the nomination in a post
on his social media platform, Truth Social that he is nominating Kevin Warsh
to serve as Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System. In his post, Trump backed Warsh, saying he believes Warsh would
go down as one of the great Fed chairmen. The announcement comes days
after the Federal Reserve voted to hold interest rates steady, with Chair
Jerome Powell defending the importance of the central bank’s independence.
Trump has repeatedly criticized Powell for not cutting interest rates quickly
enough.<><><>

RUPESH/NET/1917 HRS

SWATI MPII
31.01.26

CRICKET-WPL

In the Women's Premier League Cricket, Gujarat Giants defeated
Mumbai Indians by 11 runs at Vadodara in Gujarat last night.

Opting to bat first after winning the toss, Gujarat Giants posted 167
runs for the loss of four wickets in stipulated 20 overs. Skipper Ashleigh
Gardner with 46 runs off 28 balls and Georgia Wareham with unbeaten knock
of 44 runs off 26 balls made valuable contribution. For Mumbai Indians,
Amelia Kerr took two wickets.

However, Mumbai Indians failed to achieve the 168 run-target,
managing to score 156 runs for the loss of seven wickets in the stipulated 20
overs. Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur was the top scorer for Mumbai with an
unbeaten 82 runs off 48 balls. For Gujarat Giants, Sophie Devine and Georgia
scalped two wickets each. Georgia was adjudged the Player of the Match.

Tomorrow, Delhi Capitals will take on UP Warriorz at the same venue.
The match will start at 7.30 PM. <><><><>

VIKAS/NET/0537 HRS



