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Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced that India is likely to
receive its first Bullet Train on the 15th of August 2027. Replying to a
query during media briefing in New Delhi yesterday, Mr Vaishnaw said
India’s first bullet train project between Ahmedabad and Mumbai is under
construction. He added that the first section to open will be from Surat to
Bilimora followed by the section from Vapi to Surat.
[S/B-VAISHNAV-BULLET TRAIN SI-28 SECS]



The Railways Minister also announced that the country’s first Vande
Bharat sleeper train will operate between Guwahati and Kolkata soon. Mr
Vaishnaw said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate this train
within the next 15 to 20 days.

<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah paid
tribute to Mannathu Padmanabhan on his birth anniversary today. In a
social media post, the Prime Minister said that Padmanabhan was a
visionary who believed that true progress is rooted in dignity, equality and
social reform. Mr Modi called Padmanabhan’s efforts in areas like health,
education, women empowerment very motivating. The Prime Minister said
that Mannathu Padmanabhan is remembered with deep reverence and his
ideals continue to guide countrymen towards a society that is
compassionate and harmonious.
<>L<><>

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has clarified that there has
been no change in domestic LPG prices for household consumers. The
clarification came following reports in some sections of the media that the
price of commercial LPG cylinders has been increased by 111 rupees.
<><><>

For the first time, Indian Army’s animal contingent will march on
Kartavya Path in national capital during Republic Day Parade 2026. It will
showcase the vital role animals play in military operations across some of
the country’s most challenging terrains. Indian Army said the specially
curated animal contingent of the Remount and Veterinary Corps will
highlight the contribution of animals in safeguarding the nation’s frontiers.
<><><>

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has announced
discontinuation of the Know Your Vehicle (KYV) cards for cars for all new
FASTag issuances with effect from 1st of the next month. The Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways said the step has been taken to enhance
public convenience and eliminate post-activation harassment faced by
highway users.
<><><>

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan will be on a two-day visit to Tamil
Nadu beginning today. He will attend several functions in Chennai and
Vellore. Vice President will address the convocation ceremony of Dr MGR
Educational and Research Institute University, where students from various



disciplines will receive their degree certificates. Later, he will attend the
Ram Nath Goenka Sahitya Samman ceremony.
<><><>

The decks have been cleared for setting up a National Sports Board
and a sports tribunal as key provisions of India’s National Sports
Governance Act came into force. The move will enable the government to
begin restructuring the country’s sports administration. The Act, notified in
August last year and described by Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya as a
landmark reform, seeks to overhaul governance of national sports bodies,
including the Olympic and Paralympic committees and national federations.
<><><>

GAURAYV :: SWATI DP-1
02.01.2026
WB-ECI

The Election Commission has issued a directive stating that Other
Backward Class (OBC) certificates issued by the West Bengal government
after 2010 will not be treated as valid supporting identity documents during
hearings on claims and objections to the draft electoral roll in connection
with the SIR. The move comes in the wake of a Calcutta High Court order
dated December 24, 2025, which cancelled OBC certificates issued
between 2010 and 2024 to 113 communities. The court found procedural
irregularities in the classification process, ruling that the certificates lacked
legal validity. Following the court’s decision, the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of West Bengal circulated instructions to all District Electoral Officers
(DEOs), emphasizing that such certificates could not be used in the
ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. The Commission
clarified that while individuals from OBC communities remained eligible
voters, their post-2010 certificates could not serve as proof of identity or
community status in electoral matters.

<><><>SUSMITA MANDAL/KOLKATA/MAIL/1059 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 02.01.2026
ARMY - ANIMAL CONTINGENT

For the first time, Indian Army’s animal contingent will march on
Kartavya Path in national capital during Republic Day Parade 2026. It will



showcase the vital role animals play in military operations across some of
the country’s most challenging terrains. The contingent will feature two
Bactrian camels, four Zanskar ponies, four raptors, 10 Indian-breed Army
dogs, along with six conventional military dogs currently in service. Indian
Army said the specially curated animal contingent of the Remount and
Veterinary Corps (RVC) will highlight the contribution of animals in
safeguarding the nation’s frontiers. According to the Army, the contingent
represents a blend of tradition, innovation and self-reliance within its
operational ecosystem. Leading the column will be Bactrian camels,
recently inducted for operations in the cold deserts of Ladakh. A major
highlight of the parade will be the Army dogs, often referred to as the
“Silent Warriors” of the Indian Army. Raised and trained by the RVC Centre
and College in Meerut, these dogs support troops in counter-terrorism
operations, explosive and mine detection, tracking, guarding, disaster
response and searchand-rescue missions.

AGENCIES/0622

SHUKLA MP-I
02.01.2026

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department, IMD has forecast dense to very
dense fog conditions over Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and
Chandigarh today. The weather agency has also predicted dense fog
conditions over Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Muzaffarabad. Similar conditions will prevail over Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Sikkim and North-eastern states. IMD has also
forecast thunderstorms and lightning over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, and
Karaikal.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR has been registered in the
very poor category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the
average Air Quality Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at
321 as of 7 AM today.

RISHU/0709
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In Bangladesh, a 50-year-old Hindu businessman was brutally
attacked, stabbed and set on fire by miscreants in Damudya upazila of
Shariatpur district on Wednesday night, police said. The victim, Khokon
Chandra Das, who runs a medicine shop and mobile banking service at
Keurbhanga Bazar, was returning home in auto rickshaw around 9:30 pm
when a group of attackers stopped him near Tiloi area, assaulted him with
sharp weapons and robbed him of cash. The assailants then poured
flammable liquid on him and set him on fire. Injured, Khokon jumped into a
nearby pond to save himself. Local residents, alerted by his screams,
rescued him and rushed him to Shariatpur Sadar Hospital, from where he
was later referred to a hospital in Dhaka due to critical injuries, including
stab wounds and burn marks. Khokon Das’s wife, Seema Das told local
media that Khokon had recognised at least two of the attackers, which led
them to attempt to kill him. Police said the names of two suspects,
identified as local residents Rabbi and Sohag, have been confirmed and
efforts are underway to arrest them. The incident comes amid concerns
over a series of violent attacks on members of minority community
reported in recent weeks, including mob lynching of Dipu Chandra Das and
Amrit Mondal.

NAVALSANG PARMAR/DHAKA/MAIL/0735

SHUKLA MP-11 31.12.2025
US AYODHYA CELEBRATION

In US, hundreds of devotees gathered at a Hindu temple in
California’s Silicon Valley to observe the second anniversary of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya. The programme was held a day ahead of the
anniversary events in India. Families, elders and children attended from
across the Bay Area. The evening focused on prayer, devotional music and
community service dedicated to Lord Ram.

Officials at the Fremont Hindu Temple said the observance was
aligned with the anniversary of the temple’s consecration in Ayodhya,
marked in India on December 31. Hindu temples and community groups



across the United States held similar programmes. Professional bhajan
singers from the region led Ram Dhuni and bhajans through the evening.
Devotees sat on the floor inside the prayer hall. Many clapped softly and
joined in the chants. The hall remained full as the singing continued.
Several attendees said the event allowed them to feel connected to
developments in Ayodhya despite the distance. Temple officials noted that
interest remained high, reflecting the significance of the Ram Mandir for
many in the Indian diaspora.

The Fremont Hindu Temple is a major religious and cultural centre
for Indian Americans in Northern California. It regularly hosts large
gatherings during Hindu festivals and important religious observances
linked to events in India.

VISHAL/IANS/0713



