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Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the 50th meeting of PRAGATI - the
ICT-enabled multi-modal platform for Pro-Active Governance and Timely
Implementation in New Delhi yesterday. During the meeting, Mr Modi
reviewed five critical infrastructure projects across sectors, including Road,
Railways, Power, Water Resources, and Coal. These projects span five
states, with a cumulative cost of more than 40 thousand crore rupees.
Prime Minister said that in last decade, PRAGATI led ecosystem has helped
accelerate projects worth more than 85 lakh crore rupees. More details in
this report;
[V/C - 0815 SUPARNA - 55 SECS ]

"Since 2014, 377 projects have been reviewed under
PRAGATI. Across these projects, 2,958 out of 3,162 identified
issues have been resolved, which is around 94 percent. This

initiative has significantly reduced delays, cost over runs and
coordination failures. During the meeting, Prime Minister said that




as India moves at a faster pace, the relevance of PRAGATI has
grown further. He noted that PRAGATI is essential to sustain
reform momentum and ensure delivery. Prime Minister said Viksit
Bharat @ 2047 is both a national resolve and a time-bound target
and PRAGATI is a powerful accelerator to achieve it. With ANAND
KUMAR. SUPARNA SAIKIA, AKASHVANI NEWS, DELHL. "

<><><>

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar represented India at the funeral

of former prime minister Khaleda Zia and handed over to Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) leader Tarique Rahman a letter of condolences from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In his meeting with Mr Rahman, Dr
Jaishankar expressed confidence that Zia's "vision and values" will guide
the development of partnership between the two nations.

<><><>

Government has notified February 1st as the date from which
additional excise duty will be levied on tobacco products, and a new cess
on pan masala. The new levies on tobacco and pan masala will be over and
above the GST rate, and will replace the compensation cess which is
currently being levied on such sin goods. According to the notification, pan
masala, cigarettes, tobacco and similar products will attract a GST rate of
40 per cent, while biris will attract 18 percent GST. On top of this, a Health
and National Security Cess will be levied on pan masala, while tobacco and
related products will attract additional excise duty.

<><><>
India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold day conditions at
isolated places over Haryana, Delhi, Punjab and Bihar today. As per IMD,
there will be Cold wave conditions at isolated places over Himachal Pradesh
today. IMD predicted Dense to Very Dense Fog very likely at isolated
places over East Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Odisha, Punjab and West
Rajasthan.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR continues to remain in the
Very Poor category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the
average Air Quality Index of the National Capital was recorded at 372 as
of 7 am today.

<><><>

The 44th Junior National Kho Kho Championship began at the Atal

Bihari Vajpayee Stadium in Gunjur, Bengaluru yesterday. Around 1,000



young athletes from states and union territories across India are competing
in boys’ and girls’ categories.

BS DP-I 01.01.2026
RAJNATH-DRDO DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today extended his greetings to
scientists, personnel and their families on the occasion of Defence
Research and Development Organisation day. In a social media post, Mr
Singh lauded the unwavering commitment, scientific excellence and strong
sense of national duty of DRDO saying that these qualities are vital for
strengthening country's defence preparedness and advancing Atmanirbhar
Bharat in the defence sector.

The Defence Minister said that by developing indigenous and future-
ready technologies, DRDO is reinforcing the country’s strategic autonomy
and boosting the confidence of the armed forces.

<><><>
SHIVANG/1133 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 01-01-2026
SHIVRAJ-NEW YEAR

Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and Rural
Development, Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that Viksit Bharat G-RAM-G
scheme will promote employment for workers, empower women and
farmers, and encourage rural entrepreneurship. Extending the greetings of
New Year to the farmers, workers, labourers, and Lakhpati Didis, Mr Singh
said that more than two crore Lakhpati Didis are becoming self-reliant and
inspiring other women across the country. He said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the government is committed
to strengthening the foundation of a Viksit Bharat by empowering villages,
the poor, farmers, workers, youth, and women. The Minister said that in
the new year, efforts will be intensified to increase agricultural production,



enhance farmers' income, and strengthen rural infrastructure.
AKSHIT/0736

BS DP-I 01-01-2026

OM BIRLA-NEW YEAR

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla today extended his greetings on the
occasion of New Year 2026. Sharing a video message on his social media
post, Mr Birla expressed hope that the New Year brings new dreams,
renewed energy, fresh opportunities, and boundless prosperity into
everyone’s lives. He also called upon citizens to take a collective resolve at
the beginning of the year to bring positive changes in their lives, along with
personal progress and actively contribute to the nation’s development. Mr
Birla said that the New Year is not just about changing the calendar day,
but also a day of new enthusiasm, new energy, and new resolutions.

BYTE-OM BIRLA ( IN GNR MAIL )
SHIVANG/1122HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 01-01-2025
VP-NEW YEAR

Vice President, C. P. Radhakrishnan today extended his greetings and
best wishes to the countrymen on the occasion of New Year 2026. In a
social media post, the Vice President expressed hope that the year would
bring peace, good health, happiness, and prosperity to all, and strengthen
their collective resolve to build a stronger and developed India.

AKSHIT/0812

SHUKLA MP-I 01-01-2025
PM-NEW YEAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today extended his New Year greetings
to the nation on the occasion of New Year 2026. Wishing the citizens a
wonderful 2026, Mr Modi expressed hope that the year would bring good
health and prosperity, with success and fulfilment in everyone's efforts. He
prayed for peace and happiness in the society.

AKSHIT/0714



