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PM MAKAR SANKRANTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended his greetings to the
nation on the occasion of Makar Sankranti, Uttarayan, and Magh Bihu. In a
social media post, the Prime Minister expressed hope that the sacred
festival of Makar Sankranti will fill everyone's lives with happiness, health,
and well-being. He also wished for the celebration to strengthen the bonds
of togetherness while ushering in prosperity and positivity. Mr. Modi also
said that Magh Bihu celebrates the joy of harvest, abundance, and unity.
The Prime Minister also wished that the spirit of gratitude and harmony
continues to guide the country towards a brighter and more prosperous
future.

<><>ANKIT/1001 HRS

BS DP-I 14.01.2026
PREZ- VETERANS DAY

President Droupadi Murmu has paid tribute to ex-servicemen on the
occasion of Armed Forces Veterans Day. In a social media post, the
President said, the ex-servicemen’s unwavering courage continues to
inspire every Indian. She said, Veterans’ Day and Armed Forces Flag Day



provide opportunities not only to pay tribute to brave soldiers, but also to
extend meaningful support to them. President Murmu expressed
confidence that the country’s veterans will continue to remain deeply
committed to the cause of the nation.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh also paid his gratitude to the
veterans and serving personnel who devoted their lives to courage, honour
and service for the nation. Mr Singh said, their sacrifices borne with quiet
resolve and unshakable faith form the living shield of the nation’s borders,
preserve the soul of the Republic and embody the enduring spirit of the
country. The Defence Minister said that the nation’s commitment to the
dignity, welfare and well-being of veterans, serving personnel and their
families will remain absolute, unwavering and resolute.

<><><> VISHNU/RISHU/1005 HRS

SHUKLA: PAWAN MP-1 14.01.2026
TELANGANA - BHOGI

In Telangana, three-day Makar Sankranti festivities commenced with
people celebrating Bhogi today with traditional fervour and gaiety. The
three-day post-harvest festival is being celebrated across the state but
predominant in rural areas as all segments of society celebrate the festival
with much pomp. The First day of Sankranti festivities began with Bhogi
Mantalu, that is, a bonfire lit early this morning. People along with children
have come out to light the bonfire at their courtyards, street corners and
cross roads. They burnt their old and unused belongings in the fire as a
symbol to get rid of the bad and evil. People are inviting the Sankranthi
Lakshmi, a sign of Prosperity, by decorating their houses traditionally with
colourful Rangoli, Mango leaves and marigold flowers. The three-day
festivities are predominant in rural areas across the state as farmers reap
their harvest before the festival. Meanwhile, decorated skies over
Hyderabad with colourful kites has become a point of attraction for the
people in Capital city following the beginning of the Telangana
International Kite Festival last evening at the Parade Grounds in
Secunderabad. The event is witnessing participation of kite flyers from over
20 countries.

MS LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/0625

BS:: KAMINI DP-I 14.01.2026

PREZ-PUNJAB VISIT



President Droupadi Murmu will be on a two-day visit to Punjab,
starting from tomorrow. She will be the Chief Guest at the 50th Golden
Jubilee Convocation of Guru Nanak Dev University at Amritsar. On 16th of
this month, the President will confer upon degrees to one thousand 452
students at the Dr BR Ambedkar National Institute of Technology at
Jalandhar on its 21st convocation. The President will also inaugurate a
high-mast National Flag and two Centres of Excellence for Cyber Security
and 5G and beyond. Amritsar and Jalandhar have been declared no flying
zones for all kinds of drones, aircrafts and helicopters.

<><>RAJESH BALI/JALADHAR/MAIL/1112 HRS

SHUKLA : PAWAN MP-1 14.01.2026
VP -TN VISIT

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan will be on a two day visit to his
home state Tamilnadu. He will arrive today evening at Coimbatore and stay
at Tirupur, his hometown. Tomorrow, the Vice President will attend the
Golden Jubilee celebrations of Ramakrishna Mission Hospital at CODISSIA
Coimbatore.
JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/0745
BS DP-I 14.01.2026
ARMY CHIEF-NCC

Chief of the Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi today said that
Operation Sindoor was a defining demonstration of the country's resolve
and restraint, reflecting the moral strength and professional excellence of
the armed forces. General Dwivedi said this while addressing the National
Cadet Corps (NCC) Republic Day Parade Camp 2026 in New Delhi. The
Army Chief said that during Operation Sindoor over 75 thousand NCC
cadets volunteered across the country, and worked tirelessly in civil
defence, hospital management, disaster relief, and community services. He
said that NCC cadets exemplify the motto of unity and discipline. General
Dwivedi emphasized that the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 can only be
achieved collectively by young leaders, NCC cadets, innovators, teachers,
engineers, doctors, soldiers, and responsible citizens. He also said that they
must rise with confidence, march with discipline, innovate with integrity,
and serve the country.

(BYTE-GENERAL DWIVEDI
https://x.com/PTI_News/status/2011303141166497851?s=20)
<><>BHANU/RISHU/1141 HRS



SHUKLA : PAWAN MP-1 14.01.2026
REV. KERALA - SABARIMALA

In Kerala, Makara Vilakku festival will be held at the hill shrine of
Sabarimala. More from our correspondent:

(V/C- SMITHY M PALLURUTHY)

"Thousands of pilgrims have already camped at various
locations of Sabari Mala to witness Makara Vilakku. The festival
also coinciding with Makara Sankrama night. Rituals including the
procession with Thiruvabharan, the sacred ornaments of Lord
Ayyappa, will be held as part of the celebrations. Makara
Sankrama pooja will be held at 3 pm today. Strict restrictions
have been imposed at Sabari Mala and only 35,000 pilgrims will
be allowed at Sabari Mala today. This is inclusive of the 30,000
pilgrims booked through virtual queue. Thousands of pilgrims are

already waiting at Sabari Mala to witness the appearance of
Makara Vilakkau, which will be in the evening. SMITHY M

PALLURUTHY AKASHVANI NEWS, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. "
SMITHY M PALLURUTHY/THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/MAIL/0747

BS DP-1II 14.01.2026
THAILAND ACCIDENT

A passenger train travelling from Bangkok to Thailand’s northeastern
region met with a major accident today after a construction crane collapsed
onto one of its coaches. The incident killed 22 people and left more than
30 others injured. According to Thai police officials, the incident occurred in
the Sikhio district of Nakhon Ratchasima province, located nearly 230
kilometers northeast of the Thai capital. The train was en route to Ubon
Ratchathani province when the accident took place. Thailand’s Transport
Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn said that around 195 passengers were
on board when the train met with accident.

Preliminary information has suggested that the crane was being used
at a construction site for a high-speed railway project running parallel to
the existing rail line. While the train was passing through the area, the
crane reportedly lost balance and collapsed, striking a moving carriage.
The impact caused several coaches to derail, and parts of the train briefly
caught fire, adding to the chaos at the site. Emergency responders,



including firefighters, medical teams, and disaster response units, were
rushed to the scene to carry out rescue and relief operations. According to
the Thai government’s public relations department, many passengers were
trapped inside the carriages at the time of the accident.

<><><>NEELAM/PTI/1145 HRS

SHUKLA MP-II 14.01.2026
CRICKET- ODI

In Men’s Cricket, second ODI of three-match series between India
and New Zealand will be played at Niranjan Shah Stadium in Rajkot today.
The match is scheduled to begin at 1.30 pm. Indian team is leading the
series 1-nil as the hosts had won the first ODI by four wickets at Vadodara
on Sunday. The third and final match of the series will be played in Indore
on Sunday.
CB/PARAS/NET/0449



