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Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that counter-terror operations
targeting terrorist infrastructure and terror financing must continue in a
mission mode. Chairing a high-level security review meeting on Jammu and
Kashmir, Mr Shah asserted that all the resources will be made available to
achieve the goal of terror-free J&K at the earliest. Mr Shah directed all
security agencies to remain alert and continue to work in synergy to ensure
that the gains achieved after abrogation of Article 370 are sustained. The
meeting was attended by J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, Union
Home Secretary Govind Mohan, IB Director Tapan Kumar Deka, and the
chief secretary and DGP of the Union Territory.

<><><>

The second edition of the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue 2026

will begin today in New Delhi. Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya announced this while addressing media in New Delhi yesterday.
The Minister said, the formal opening ceremony will be held tomorrow, in
the presence of National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. He said, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will grace the concluding ceremony on 12th of this
month.

<><><>



The Ministry of Textiles has unveiled the District-Led Textiles
Transformation initiative in the National Textile Ministers Conference in
Guwahati yesterday. According to the Ministry of Textiles, it is a strategic
initiative designed to catalyze inclusive and sustainable growth across the
country's textile landscape. The move will also help boost exports and
create job opportunities. Under the initiative, districts were categorized into
Champion Districts and Aspirational Districts. Champion districts will focus
on removing advanced bottlenecks. The Ministry aims to transform 100
high-potential districts into Global Export Champions and elevate 100
Aspirational Districts into self-reliant hubs.

<><><>

The Centre has rolled out port infrastructure and digital governance

projects worth 235 crore rupees in Tamil Nadu, aimed at strengthening the
state's maritime capacity and advancing India’s maritime-led growth
strategy. Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal launched the projects while addressing the “Viksit Bharat, Viksit
Ports” programme in Chennai yesterday.

<><><>
Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw will confer the 70th Ati Vishisht Rail
Seva Puraskar 2025 upon 100 railway officials and present 26 shields to
best-performing railway zones in New Delhi today. The prestigious awards
are being given in recognition of exemplary service and outstanding
contributions to Indian Railways.

<><><>

In Cricket, much-awaited 4th season of Women’s Premier League
(WPL) 2026 is set to begin today. Royal Challengers Bengaluru will take on
defending champions Mumbai Indians in the opening clash at Dr. DY Patil
Sports Academy in Navi Mumbai. The match will begin at 7:30 PM. The T20
tournament will begin with a grand opening ceremony ahead of the match.
Several celebrities including Yo Yo Honey Singh, Jacqueline Fernandez and
Harnaaz Sandhu will perform during the ceremony.

This edition of the WPL will be played across two venues - Dr. DY
Patil Sports Academy in Navi Mumbai and the BCA Stadium in Vadodara.

<><><>
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MALAYSIA OPEN

India’s star shuttler PV Sindhu stormed into the semi-finals of the
2026 Malaysia Open Super 1000 in Kuala Lumpur,today. Sindhu won the
first game 21-11 when her Japanese opponent World No. 3 Akane
Yamaguchi retired after 12 minutes of play. Two-time Olympic medallist
Sindhu, will next face either Indonesia’s sixth seeded Putri Kusuma
Wardani, or second-seeded Chinese Wang Zhi Yi. It will be her first semi-
final appearance at a Super 1000 event in five years, since the Indonesia
Open in 2021. Later in the day, men’s doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty will take on Indonesian pair of Fajar Alfian
and Muhammad Shohibul Fikri in the quarterfinal.

SAKSHI/NET/1118HRS
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J&K - COLD WAVE

In Jammu and Kashmir a severe cold wave gripped the Union
Territory with several locations recording the lowest temperatures of the
season on Thursday. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports that
Srinagar recorded a minimum temperature of minus 5.1 degrees Celsius,
down from minus 1.6 degrees a day earlier. The temperature at Srinagar
Airport plunged to minus 6.8 degrees Celsius from minus 2.2 degrees,
marking one of the steepest overnight declines. South Kashmir districts
witnessed a similar trend. Temperature in Qazigund fell to minus 5.4
degrees Celsius from 0.1 degrees, while Anantnag recorded minus 6.3
degrees compared to minus 0.7 degrees. Shopian settled at minus 7.8
degrees, down from minus 4.3 degrees, and Pulwama recorded minus 6.8
degrees against minus 5.1 degrees earlier. Pahalgam, the famed tourist
resort, recorded a low of minus 8.6 degrees Celsius, compared to minus
7.2 degrees the previous day. Gulmarg saw its minimum fall to minus 9.2
degrees from minus 7.6 degrees. Sonamarg recorded minus 9.8 degrees,
marginally higher than Wednesday’s minus 10.1 degrees. The Jammu
region also experienced a dip in night temperatures at several places.
Jammu city recorded a minimum of 7.1 degrees Celsius, down from 8.7
degrees on Wednesday, while Jammu Airport settled at 7.7 degrees from
9.3 degrees. Udhampur saw a significant fall to 2.0 degrees from 6.6
degrees. Rajouri slipped below freezing to minus 1.0 degree compared to
1.0 degree the previous day. Bhaderwah recorded minus 3.4 degrees



Celsius, while Katra dropped to 4.1 degrees from 6.4 degrees.
Meteorological officials said the prevailing cold wave is likely to continue,
while foggy conditions in the Jammu region disrupted traffic at several
places today. Meanwhile, the Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road and Mughal
Road remain closed due to snow accumulation.

N. GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/MAIL/0831
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REV. IMD WEATHER

Some parts of Delhi NCR experienced light rain this morning.
India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued orange warning for
dense to very dense for over Bihar till tomorrow. IMD has also issued
orange warning has been issued for heavy to very heavy rainfall along with
thunderstorm and lightning over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaika till
tomorrow. Meanwhile, dense to very dense fog condition is very likely to
prevail over East Rajasthan for today. According to the Met Department,
dense fog condition is expected over Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit,
Baltistan, Muzaffarabad, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Chandigarh, West Rajasthan, Haryana, Delhi, East Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and North Eastern
parts of the country for next two to three days. The weather agency
informed that cold wave conditions are likely prevail over Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, East Madhya
Pradesh; Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha and North Interior Karnataka for
today.

IMD has forecast that sea condition is expected to be very rough
over southwest Bay of Bengal and adjoining areas of East Equatorial Indian
Ocean till tomorrow. In this regard, fishermen are advised not to venture
into these areas during this period.
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