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PM-VOLLEYBALL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will virtually inaugurate the 72nd
National Volleyball Tournament via video conferencing today. The
tournament will be held from 4th of January to 11 at Dr Sampoornanand
Sports Stadium in Varanasi. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
will attend the opening ceremony. About 73 men’s and women’s teams,
comprising over 1,000 players from states and institutions across the
country, are set to participate. It will be the first time Purvanchal hosts a
national-level volleyball championship of this scale.

CB/0505/HRS

SHUKLA DP-1 04.01.2026
SHIVRAJ - GRAMG PC EARLY

Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan today said that
MGNREGA had become a synonym for corruption, where workers were
often sidelined and routinely exploited. Addressing a press conference in
New Delhi, Mr Chouhan called out Congress for allegedly misleading the
public over the newly enacted Viksit Bharat Rozgar aur Aajeevika
Guarantee Mission - Gramin (G-RAM-G) Act. He alleged that the party is
not defending MGNREGA but the corruption that had been festering inside
it. Mr Chouhan said that despite having an enormous budget, MGNREGA
did not lead to any permanent asset creation or long-term development of
the villages. While highlighting the shortcomings of the previous Act, the
Minister said that Viksit Bharat G-RAM-G safeguards workers’ interest. He
noted that provisions of increased pay and unemployment wages, interest
on delayed payment, and employment guarantee of 125 days from the
earlier 100 days, ensure that not only workers remain better off but they
also bring meaningful contribution to their villages.



[ SB - Shivraj ]
<><>ADARSH/SAUMYA/ph/1142

SJ MP-1 04.01.2026
ECI- APP

The Election Commission has invited citizens to submit suggestions for
improving the ECINet App, a unified digital platform aimed at enhancing
voter services and election-related information. Citizens can share their
feedback through the ‘Submit a Suggestion” tab on the ECINet App till
January 10. According to the Election Commission, the trial version of the
ECINet App offers improved voter services, quicker availability of polling
percentage trends, and publication of Index Cards within 72 hours of the
close of polls-an exercise that earlier took several weeks or even months.
The app was successfully tested during the Bihar Assembly Elections 2025
as well as subsequent bye elections. The Commission said that suggestions
received from citizens will be examined and incorporated to further
enhance the user experience. The ECINet platform is scheduled for official
launch later this month. The app is available for download on both the
Google Play Store and the Apple App Store.

REETU/NET/0541HRS

GAURAV EP-1 03/01/2026
REV. VANDE BHARAT SLEEPER - VAISHNAW

Union Railway Minister Ashiwini Viashnaw today inspected the
nation's first Vande Bharat sleeper train. Talking to the media Mr.
Vaishnaw said that the train is designed for overnight and long-haul
journeys. The Minister stated that the fully air-conditioned sleeper service
will be flagged off in the second half of this month between Guwahati and
Kolkata, marking a major upgrade in long-distance rail journeys under
Indian Railways. He added that the Vande Bharat sleeper marks the next
phase of India’s semi-high-speed rail transformation, promising faster
travel, better comfort and modern safety systems. Mr Vaishnaw
highlighted that the train is equipped with state-of-the-art passenger
amenities, including comfortable sleeper berths, automatic doors and



modern toilets.
BYTE- ASHIWINI VAISHNAV

<><>NITIKA/ANAND/1631 HRS

VENEZUELA

The United Nations Security Council will hold an emergency meeting
tomorrow to discuss the US military operation in Venezuela. The meeting
has been convened at the request of Colombia, a non-permanent member
of the Council, and was supported by permanent members -- China and
Russia. Venezuela’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations has sent a
letter to the Security Council seeking the emergency session, criticising the
US-action.

<><><>

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, First Lady Cilia
Flores, arrived in New York and were deported to a Detention Center in
Brooklyn. They are set to face drugs and weapons charges in Manhattan
federal court. The pair have been charged with conspiracy to commit
narco-terrorism and import cocaine and conspiracy to possess machine
guns and destructive devices against the US.

Earlier, US President Donald Trump asserted that an extraordinary
military operation was carried out in Venezuela’s capital, Caracas, under his
direction and its leader, President Nicolas Maduro, who has been, along
with his wife, captured and flown out of the Country. Speaking at a press
conference at his Mar-a-Lago residence in Florida, President Trump said
the United States is going to run Venezuela until what he described as a
safe, proper and judicious transition of power takes place.

[S/B-TRUMP-POWER -23 SECS ]
<><><>

The Constitutional Chamber of Venezuela's Supreme Court ordered
that Vice President Delcy Rodriguez to assume the role of acting president
of the country. The decision was taken after Nicolas Maduro was detained
in an operation by U.S. forces. The court ruling said that Rodriguez would
assume the office in order to guarantee administrative continuity and the
comprehensive defense of the Nation.

<><><>



UN Secretary-General has described the US military action in
Venezuela that led to the capture of President Nicoldas Maduro as a
dangerous precedent. In a statement, UN Spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric
said Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres is deeply alarmed and worried
that the operation could have serious implications for the region. The
statement added that Mr Guterres is deeply concerned that the rules of
international law have not been respected.

<><><>

External Affairs Ministry has issued an advisory urging Indian
nationals to avoid all non-essential travel to Venezuela in view of recent
developments. All Indians who are in Venezuela for any reason have been
advised to exercise extreme caution, restrict their movements, and remain
in contact with Embassy of India in Caracas. The Embassy's email id is
cons.caracas@mea.gov.in and the emergency phone number is +58-
412-9584288.

<><><>

GAURAV EP 3.1.26
NADDA- CHINTAN SHIVIR

Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers, JP Nadda today said
that the government’s policies are guided by the goal of making the lives of
farmers easier and more secure. Addressing the Chintan Shivir camp in
New Delhi, the Minister highlighted the farmer-friendly measures taken by
the government to achieve a record fertilizer production in the country
along with necessary imports this year. He further said that the
government will work to tackle issues such as the balanced use of
fertilizers and the diversion or misuse of fertilizers for non-agricultural
purposes. On the occasion, Minister of State, Anupriya Patel said that the
Chintan Shivir will help generate ideas that will aid in making India a
developed nation by 2047. During the camp, 15 different groups engaged
in deliberations including self-sufficiency in fertilizer production, farmer
awareness and improving the fertilizer ecosystem through digital means.
<><>Drishti/Pallavi/ 2027 hrs

TELANGANA — 4 BILLS PASSED:



The Telangana Legislative Assembly has unanimously passed four Bills, including
the Telangana Panchayat Raj (Amendment) Bill, 2026, which abolishes the long
standing “two child norm” that barred candidates with more than two children
from contesting local body elections. Introducing the Bill, State Panchayat Raj
minister Anasuya Seethakka recalled that the restriction was enacted in 1994 to
tackle population surge concerns of the 1980s and 1990s, like threats to food
security, jobs and poverty reduction. The minister noted that the total fertility
rate in rural Telangana has now declined to 1.7 children per woman — and
maintaining the current fertility rate of 1.7 may adversely affect the State’s
demographic dividend in the future. The Assembly also passed the Telangana
Panchayat Raj (Second Amendment) Bill, 2026, renaming ‘Jaintirumalapoor’ in
Wanaparthy mandal as ‘Jayanna Tirumalapur’. Two other Bills introduced by
Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka, the Telangana (Regulation of
Appointments to Public Services and Rationalisation of Staff Pattern and Pay
Structure) (Amendment) Bill, 2026, and its second amendment, were also passed
unanimously.

——-MSL

SJ::AARTI DP-II 04.01.2026
BANGLADESH - MINORITY

Leaders of the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council
met BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman at the party’s Gulshan office in
Dhaka yesterday to express condolences over the death of former prime
minister and BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia. During the meeting, the
minority leaders described Khaleda Zia as a strong and uncompromising
leader who played an important role in the country’s democratic
movement. They said her death was a great loss for Bangladesh and
conveyed their sympathy to Tarique Rahman and his family, local media
reported. The leaders also discussed growing concerns over recent
incidents of violence against minority communities in different parts of the
country. They presented Tarique Rahman with details of these incidents
and submitted an eight-point list of demands, urging the BNP to include
them as commitments in its election manifesto.

In response, Tarigue Rahman said restoring law and order was
essential to ensure public safety and rebuild democratic institutions. He
said a functioning democracy was necessary to protect the rights of all
citizens, regardless of religion or community. He added that he did not



believe in dividing people into majority and minority, stressing that all
citizens share the same identity as Bangladeshis. Tarique also called for
cooperation from minority leaders, saying joint efforts and political
engagement were needed to address security concerns and safeguard
equal rights. BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul and leaders from
minority organisations, including the Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad
and the Dhakeshwari National Temple, were present at the meeting.
Navalsang Parmar/Dhaka/MAIL/0946 hrs



