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PREZ-NEW YEAR EVE

President Droupadi Murmu today extended her greetings to citizens of the
country and abroad on the eve of New Year 2026. In her message, the
President said that the New Year symbolises renewed energy and positive
change, and serves as an opportunity for self-reflection and fresh
resolutions. President Murmu urged everyone to strengthen their
commitment to the nation’s development, social harmony, and
environmental protection. The President expressed hope that 2026 will
bring peace, happiness, and prosperity to all, and infuse new energy to
build a stronger and more prosperous India.



RURAL DEVELOPMENT- LAND STACK PILOT

Minister of State for Rural Development Dr Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani
today launched the Land Stack Pilot and the Glossary of Revenue Terms
book in New Delhi. During the event, the Minister said that these initiatives
will focus on bringing greater clarity, consistency and confidence to land
records. He added that this will also integrate the critical datasets and
simplify land related terminology across languages, strengthening trust in
India’s land administration system.

HEALTH-NIMESULIDE BAN

The government has prohibited the manufacturing, sale and distribution of
all oral formulations containing Nimesulide above 100 mg with immediate
effect. Ministry of Health and Family Welafre in a gazette notification said
that the move is in consultation with the Drugs Technical Advisory Board
and has been banned under section 26A of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940. It said that the use of all oral formulations containing Nimesulide is
likely to involve risk to human beings. It added that safer alternatives to
the Nimesulide drug is available in the market. Nimesulide is a nonsteroidal
antiinflammatory drug which is widely used in the treatment of acute pain.

IMD

The India Meteorological Department, IMD has issued orange alert for
dense to very dense fog over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, East Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab and West Rajasthan. The Met department has
also predicted dense fog over Bihar, East Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh and Jharkhand. Similar conditions will prevail
over Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Sikkim, West Uttar Pradesh and North-
eastern India. The weather agency has also forecast thunderstorms and
lightning with gusty winds over Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Meanwhile,
the air quality in Delhi-NCR has been registered in the very poor category.
According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the average Air Quality
Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at 388 as of 8 PM today.



PM - PRAGATI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today chaired the 50th meeting of PRAGATI

— the ICT-enabled multi-modal platform for Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation in New Delhi. This marked a significant milestone in
a decade-long journey of cooperative, outcome-driven governance under
the leadership of Prime Minister Modi. During the meeting, Mr Modi
reviewed five critical infrastructure projects across sectors, including Road,
Railways, Power, Water Resources, and Coal. These projects span five

states, with a cumulative cost of more than 40 thousand crore rupees.

The Prime Minister said that in the last decade, PRAGATI led ecosystem
has helped accelerate projects worth more than 85 lakh crore rupees. He

stressed that PRAGATI is essential to sustain reform momentum and
ensure delivery. He encouraged States to institutionalise PRAGATI-like
mechanisms, especially for the social sector at the level of the Chief
Secretary. He further stated that Long-Pending Projects have been
completed in national interest.

During a review of PM SHRI scheme, Prime Minister emphasized that the
PM SHRI scheme must become a national benchmark for holistic and future
ready school education. He said that implementation should be outcome
oriented rather than infrastructure centric.c He asked all the Chief
Secretaries to closely monitor the PM SHRI scheme. He further emphasized
that efforts must be made for making PM SHRI schools benchmark for
other schools of state government. He also suggested that Senior officers
of the government should undertake field visits to evaluate the
performance of PM SHRI schools.

Cabinet



The Union Cabinet today approved two highway projects — the Six Lane
Nashik — Solapur corridor in Maharashtra and the widening and
strengthening of NH 326 in Odisha. The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs has approved the Construction of a 6-lane greenfield access-
controlled Nashik- Solapur-Akkalkot Corridor in the State of Maharashtra.
The 374-kilometre highway will be built at a total Capital Cost of 19,142
crore rupees. Briefing the media in New Delhi, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said this project will provide
connectivity to important regional cities such as Nashik, Ahilyanagar,
Solapur and Kurnool. This infrastructure is a significant step toward
facilitating integrated transport infrastructure development under the PM
Gatishakti National Master Plan principle.

The government also gave its nod to widening and strengthening the
existing 2-Lane to 2-Lane with Paved Shoulder of NH-326 in Odisha. The
total capital cost of the around 206-kilometre-long project is 1,526.21 crore
rupees. Mr Vaishnaw said the upgradation of NH-326 will make travel
faster, safer, and more reliable, resulting in overall development of
southern Odisha. Mr Vaishnaw said the aspirational and tribal districts of
Gajapati, Rayagada and Koraput will greatly benefit from this project due
to the growth of economic activities. He said, it will provide direct
connectivity to important national corridors,s including the Raipur -
Visakhapatnam corridor and facilitate the movement of goods to Gopalpur
Port and nearby industrial hubs. Improved road connectivity will directly
benefit local communities, industries, educational institutions, and tourism
centres by enhancing access to markets, healthcare, and employment
opportunities.

Rajnath

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today hoisted a flag at the Annapurna
Temple in the Ram Temple complex and joined prayers on the occasion of
the second anniversary of Pran Pratishtha. He was accompanied by Uttar



Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.Annapurna Temple is one of the
seven temples in the Ram Temple complex. On the 25th of last month,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi hoisted a saffron flag atop the Ram Temple,
marking the formal completion of its construction. Before reaching the Ram
Temple complex, Mr. Singh and Mr. Adityanath prayed at the
Hanumangarhi Temple. An idol of Ram Lalla was consecrated at the temple
on 22nd January 2024, during a ceremony led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Akashvani’s correspondent reports that the city of Lord Rama is filled with
devotion as the second anniversary of Pranam Pratishtha of Ramlala is
being celebrated in diverse forms. Today, many traditional rituals of Yagya
Hawan and puja are being performed on the occasion of Pratishtha
Dwadashi.Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, along with Saints, Dharmacharya and a large number of
devotees, became witness of this historic moment. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh hoisted the flag on the summit of the Annapurna temple in
Perkota today.Around 1200 saints of Ayodhya along with Ram devotees,
have been invited to the event. Earlier, upon reaching Ayodhya, Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh and Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath performed
darshan puja at Hanumangarh temple also.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan today said that the
employment of workers engaged in MGNREGA is fully secure under the
newly enacted Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Act, 2025. The Minister said this while chairing a national-level
interaction through video conferencing with representatives of MGNREGA
functionaries serving across the country. During the interaction, they
expressed enthusiasm and welcomed the Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025. Addressing specific
concerns raised about wages and honorarium disbursements, Mr Chouhan
elaborated on key enhancements within the new framework. The Minister



noted that the ceiling for expenditure under the administrative head has
been raised from the previous 6 percent to 9 percent. He added that this
will enable State Governments to facilitate prompt and reliable payments to
functionaries and will facilitate their overall service conditions, fostering a
more supportive environment for rural development. Ministry of Rural
Development said that over 2 lakh MGNREGA workers from over 45
thousand locations participated in the discussion.

PM - MODI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the Union Cabinet, which has
approved the widening and strengthening of NH-326 in QOdish,a is an
important project. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that it will make
travel faster and improve connectivity across Gajapati, Rayagada and
Koraput. He said, the project will create employment opportunities, boost
tourism and industry, as well as accelerate inclusive development in tribal
areas. The Prime Minister also said that the 6-lane Nashik-Solapur-Akkalkot
greenfield corridor approved by the Union Cabinet in Maharashtra is
aligned with PM GatiShakti. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that this
transformative project will cut travel time significantly, strengthen west-to-
east connectivity, boost logistics and generate large-scale employment
thereby powering economic growth.



