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SHUKLA MP-1 23.01.2026
PM-KERALA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Kerala today. During the visit,
Mr Modi will lay the foundation stone, inaugurate and flag off various
developmental projects in Thiruvananthapuram. He will also address the
gathering on the occasion. The projects span key sectors including rail
connectivity, urban livelihoods, science and innovation, citizen-centric
services, and advanced healthcare, reflecting the Prime Minister’s
continued focus on inclusive growth, technological advancement and
improved quality of life for citizens.

Prime Minister Modi will flag off four new train services, including
three Amrit Bharat Express trains and one passenger train. These include
the Nagercoil-Mangaluru Amrit Bharat Express, Thiruvananthapuram-
Tambaram Amrit Bharat Express, Thiruvananthapuram-Charlapalli Amrit
Bharat Express, and a new passenger train between Thrissur and
Guruvayur. The introduction of these services will significantly enhance
long-distance and regional connectivity between Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, making travel more affordable,
safe and time-bound for passengers. The improved connectivity will
provide a strong impetus to tourism, trade, education, employment and
cultural exchange across the region.

As part of efforts to strengthen urban livelihood, Prime Minister will



launch the PM SVANidhi Credit Card, marking the next phase of financial
inclusion for street vendors. The UPI-linked, interest-free revolving credit
facility will provide instant liquidity, promote digital transactions, and help
beneficiaries build formal credit histories. Mr Modi will also disburse PM
SVANidhi loans to one lakh beneficiaries, including street vendors from
Kerala.

In the field of science and innovation, Prime Minister will lay the
foundation stone for the CSIR-NIIST Innovation, Technology and
Entrepreneurship Hub in Thiruvananthapuram. The hub will focus on life
sciences and the bio-economy, integrate traditional knowledge systems
such as Ayurveda with modern biotechnology, sustainable packaging, and
green hydrogen, and promote startup creation, technology transfer, and
global collaboration. It will serve as a platform for converting research into
market-ready solutions and enterprises.

Strengthening healthcare infrastructure will be another key focus of
the visit. Prime Minister will lay the foundation stone for a state-of-the-art
Radiosurgery Centre at the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical
Sciences and Technology in Thiruvananthapuram. The facility will provide
highly precise, minimally invasive treatment for complex brain disorders,
enhancing regional tertiary healthcare capabilities.

The Prime Minister will also inaugurate the new Poojappura Head
Post Office in Thiruvananthapuram. This modern, technology-enabled
facility will offer a comprehensive range of postal, banking, insurance and
digital services, further strengthening citizen-centric service delivery.

CB/ANUPAM/0430

SHUKLA MP-I 23.01.2026
IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall
accompanied by thunderstorms, hailstorms, gusty winds and lightning over
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan,
Muzaffarabad, Punjab and Uttarakhand today. The MeT department also
predicted thunderstorms, hailstorm and gusty winds over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Rajasthan, and West and East Uttar Pradesh. Further, dense
fog is likely to prevail at isolated places over Sub Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim. According to IMD, a rise in minimum temperatures by two to
four degrees celsius is expected over Northwest and Central India in the



next 12 hours.
BHANU/0615

GAURAV::RZ EP-I
22.01.2026
REV. SHIVRAJ-VB G RAM G

Union Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan has
emphasised that VB G RAM G is introduced to plug loopholes that existed
in MGNREGA scheme. Addressing media persons in Bengaluru today the
minister said that the new scheme assures of 125 days employment
instead of 100 earlier, assures of unemployment allowance, uses
technology to prevent corruption and commission and allows the Gram
Panchayat to execute the programme. He alleged that the Congress Party
is spreading misinformation. He pointed out that Yadgir and Kalburgi in the
state had reported irregularities in fund usage and the CAG report had also
corroborated several such cases of fraud under the scheme. He also took
objection to the incident reported in the Karnataka legislature today where
he alleged that the Congress members insulted the Governor. Speaking
about the allocation of funds under the scheme, the minister informed that
the UPA government had released 8,739.32 crore rupees in 10 years,
whereas the NDA Government has released 48,549 crore rupees under
the employment guarantee programme to Karnataka. At the all India level,
previous UPA released 2,13,000 crore rupees, while NDA released 8,48,000
crore rupees.

<><><><>
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GAURAV EP-I
22.01.2026

VP- ODISHA AND WB VISIT

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan will be on a visit to Odisha and
West Bengal tomorrow. This will be his maiden visit to the two states after
assuming office. During the visit, the Vice President will attend the
Parakram Diwas celebrations being organised by the Ministry of Culture in
Cuttack in Odisha, and Kolkata in West Bengal. The events are being held
to commemorate the 129th Birth Anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra



Bose.
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GAURAV EP-I
22.01.2026
SHAH- NAXAL ENCOUNTER

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has the joint operation in which 15
naxalites were neutralized in West Singhbhum, Jharkhand marks a
significant success in the anti-Naxalite campaign. In a social media post,
The minister said that the government is committed to eradicating
Naxalism, which has been synonymous with fear and terror for decades,
before March 31, 2026. Mr Shah also appealed to the remaining Naxalites
to abandon the ideology that promotes violence, terror, and weapons, and
join the mainstream of development and progress.

<><>AMAN/2042

SHUKLA MP-I

23.01.2026
PM - BRAZIL PREZ

Prime Minister Narendra Modi received a telephone call from
President of Brazil, Lula da Silva yesterday. The two leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to further strengthen the India-Brazil Strategic
Partnership and take it to even greater heights in the year ahead. In a
statement, External Affairs Ministry said that the two leaders noted with
satisfaction the significant progress achieved across diverse areas of
bilateral cooperation, including trade and investment, technology, defence,
energy, health, agriculture, and people-to-people ties. The leaders also
exchanged views on regional and global issues of mutual interest. They
also underscored the importance of reformed multilateralism in addressing
shared challenges.

Prime Minister Modi conveyed that he looked forward to welcoming
President Lula to India at an early date.

CB/SUPARNA/MAIL/0357

SHUKLA MP-I
23.01.2026

VAISHNAW - DAVOS



Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that India is
seen as a trusted value chain partner and vibrant democracy, and as a
country that is focused on inclusive growth. In an interview with a private
media channel on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, Mr Vaishnaw asserted that people trust India as a country
with which they can work, co create, and co develop new technologies.

BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW

The Minister informed that India is working on all five layers of
Artificial Intelligence, including AI architecture, application, model, chip,
infra and energy. Replying to a question on the Al Impact Summit, which is
scheduled to be held in New Delhi next month, the Minister said one of the
objectives of the Summit is to make technology accessible to all as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi always focuses on democratizing technology. He
further stated that AI has great capabilities, but there are certain harms as
well. He emphasised that there should be right guardrails so that these
harms can be controlled.

BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW

Speaking on the country's semiconductor ecosystem, Mr Vaishnaw
noted that out of ten semiconductor and chip manufacturing plants
approved by the government, four plants have already begun pilot
production in recent months. He added that one of these is going to start
commercial production in the last week of February. He termed it as a very
significant milestone. The Minister also asserted that the bullet train project
is progressing very well, and the construction for the first section will be
ready by December this year. The Minister added that the first section,
which will run from Surat to Bilimora, will be opened in August next year.

BYTE- ASHWINI VAISHNAW

On the subject of critical minerals, Mr Vaishnaw said critical mineral
value chain is very complex and multiple players have to play their roles.
He pointed out that minerals are available but getting them into useful
products requires a lot of refining and processing. He opined that this is a
sector where true collaborations will deliver value. He highlighted that India
today has collaborations with Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Australia, all
of Europe and with US now. He added that these collaborations can play a



major role in securing critical minerals value chain.

In another interview with a private news channel, Mr Ashwini
Vaishnaw highlighted that India is the fastest-growing major economy
today, and the growth is very consistent. He said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has transformed the Indian economy in the last decade with
moderate inflation and high growth. He stated that there have been deep
reforms in every sector, which include reforms in the labour code, GST
reform, and energy sector reforms. He noted that India has to be resilient
in such a turbulent environment, with turbulence in the geopolitical,
geoeconomic, and geotechnical scenarios.

(S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW)
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SHUKLA MP-I 23.01.2026
GOVT - CENSUS

Government has notified 33 questions that will be put to citizens
during the first phase of the Census starting April 1. The first phase of
Census 2027 - houselisting operations - will take place during a 30-day
period specified by each State and Union Territory between April 1 and
September 30 this year.

The enumerators will ask about the ownership status of the house,
its use, the type of material used in flooring and roof, the number of
rooms, and the sex of the head of the household during the survey. The
enumerators will then ask about the use of the house, its condition, and
the number of persons normally residing in the household. Officials will
also collect information about the head of the household, like the name
and sex, whether the head of the household belongs to the Scheduled
Caste, the Scheduled Tribe or other communities and the ownership status.

The citizens will also be asked about the basic facilities in their
houses, like the main source of drinking water, main source of lighting,
access to and type of latrine, wastewater outlet, availability of bathing
facility, availability of kitchen and LPG and PNG connection and the main
fuel used for cooking.



