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NSD
SHUKLA MP-1I 19.01.2026
PM - WEST BENGAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a series of development

projects worth over 830 crore rupees at Singur in Hooghly district of West
Bengal yesterday evening. Addressing a public gathering, Prime Minister
said the development of eastern India is central to the vision of a
developed India, and asserted that the Union government is consistently
working towards this goal. Referring to his visit to Malda and Hooghly, he
said projects worth hundreds of crores were being implemented across

West Bengal to strengthen infrastructure and connectivity. Highlighting
major rail initiatives, Mr Modi said the country’s first Vande Bharat Sleeper



Train was launched from West Bengal on Saturday, while the state has
already received nearly half a dozen Amrit Bharat Express services.
Yesterday, Mr Modi flagged off three more Amrit Bharat Express trains,
connecting Kolkata with Anand Vihar Terminal in Delhi, Banaras and
Tambaram in Tamil Nadu. The Prime Minister also emphasised the Centre’s
push for port-led and waterway-based development in Bengal. He said
projects related to ports and inland waterways would help transform the
state into a hub for manufacturing, trade and logistics, while generating
employment.

Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of the Extended Port Gate
System at Balagarh, a project that includes an inland water transport
terminal and a road overbridge. Spanning about 900 acres, the facility is
envisaged as a modern cargo handling terminal with a capacity of 2.7
million tonnes per annum. Mr Modi said the project would reduce
congestion in Kolkata by diverting heavy cargo traffic, improve logistics
efficiency and open new economic opportunities for Hooghly and
neighbouring areas. Mr Modi also launched a state-of-the-art electric
catamaran in Kolkata to promote eco-friendly urban river transport and
tourism along the Hooghly. The Prime Minister said the initiatives would
benefit farmers, fishermen, small traders and transporters, and generate
large-scale employment. DD NEWS/CB/0530

SHUKLA MP-II 19.01.2026
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM
World Economic Forum will begin at Davos in Switzerland today.
More than 3,000 global leaders are attending the 56th annual meeting.
Over 100 Indian CEOs are in the Swiss town, along with a large
government delegation to take part in the five day talkfest. Union
Ministers, including Ashwini Vaishnaw, Pralhad Joshi and K Rammohan
Naidu, are expected to participate and also hold bilateral meetings, while
Chief Ministers of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Assam
and Jharkhand will showcase their respective states for prospective
investors. There are pavilions of various state governments as well,
including Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Telangana.
CB/PTI/0506

SHUKLA MP-11 19.01.2026
TRUMP- MODI



US President Donald Trump has invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to be part of the "Board of Peace" that will work towards bringing lasting
peace to Gaza. US President has sent a letter to Mr Modi in this regard
which was shared on social media by US Ambassador to India, Sergio Gor.
In his letter, Mr Trump said it is his great honour to invite the prime
minister to join him in an effort to solidify peace in the Middle East and, at
the same time, to embark on a bold new approach to resolving Global
Conflict. The US president unveiled the board as part of the second phase
of a ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip. In
October, Israel and militant group Hamas agreed to Trump's peace plan.
Mr Trump's "Board of Peace" is being projected by Washington as a new
international body to usher in peace and stability in Gaza and beyond. In
his letter to Mr Modi, Trump mentioned his September 29 announcement
about a comprehensive plan to end the Gaza conflict, as well as his 20-
point roadmap to bring peace to the Middle East. The 20-point plan
includes making Gaza a deradicalised terror-free zone that does not pose a
threat to its neighbours.

PTI/0550

SHUKLA::CR MP-1I 19.01.2026
UAE PREZ - INDIA VISIT

United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan will pay an official visit to India today at the invitation of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The visit is expected to provide an opportunity for
the two leaders to further advance the India-UAE comprehensive strategic
partnership and exchange views on regional and global issues of mutual
interest. More from our correspondent:

(V/C-VINOD KUMAR)

Sheikh Mohamed is visiting India at the invitation of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, This is _his third official visit _to the
country since becoming UAE president, and his fifth visit in the
past decade. The trip builds on recent high-level exchanges,
including visits by Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Khaled bin
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in 2024 and Dubai Crown Prince
and UAE deputy prime minister Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum in 2025.

The visit comes as India and the UAE seek to expand
cooperation on trade, investment, defence and enerqy, reflecting




strong and growing economic ties underpinned by frameworks
such as the comprehensive economic partnership agreement. The
talks are also expected to cover regional and global issues of
mutual interest, including developments in West Asia, where

India and the UAE share a high degree of convergence. This is
Vinod Kumar for Akashvani News from Dubai.

CB/VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0458
SHUKLA MP-1 19.01.2026
CHHATTISGARH-ENCOUNTER

In @ major success for security forces, six Maoists, including four
women cadres, have been neutralised in an encounter in Bijapur district of
Chhattisgarh. The operation, carried out by a joint team of the District
Reserve Guard (DRG), COBRA and Special Task Force (STF), marks a
significant blow to Maoist activities in the region. The slain Maoists have
been identified as Dilip Bedja, Madvi Kosa, Lakhi Madkam and Radha. The
identification of the remaining two is still underway. Officials confirmed that
Dilip Bedja had long been active in the Indravati Reserve and National Park
areas, orchestrating violent campaigns against the state. Deputy Chief
Minister Vijay Sharma said that Bedja was neutralised after rejecting
repeated calls to lay down arms. Mr Sharma said, with the elimination of
Bedja, the National Park area can now be considered almost free of Maoist
presence. The encounter also led to the recovery of a large cache of
weapons, including two AK-47 rifles, one INSAS rifle, two .303 rifles and six
grenades. Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai has appealed to Maoists to
abandon violence and join the mainstream. In a social media post, Chief
Minister said, the government is fully committed to rehabilitation with
justice, security, and dignity.
IANS/CB/VIKALP SHUKLA/ RAIPUR/ PHONE/0437

SHUKLA MP-1 19.01.2026
GOVT-VB G RAM G

The government has issued strong rebuttals to misleading claims
being made regarding the Viksit Bharat G RAM G Act. Calling the
opposition’s criticism of the act factually incorrect and misleading, it noted
that the Viksit Bharat-G RAM G Act, 2025 guarantees at least 125 days of
wage employment to every rural household. It said that claims about the
right to work being taken away are politically motivated. The government



further underlined that the act says that employment must be provided
within 15 days, failing which unemployment allowance is mandatory.
CB/PRIYA/VISHNU/0550

SHUKLA MP-1 19.01.2026
BIJP-PRESIDENT ELECTION

The filing of nominations for the election to the BIP national
president will take place today. According to the poll schedule released by
Party's National Returning Officer and MP, K Laxman, nominations can be
filed between 2 PM to 4 PM. The whole election process will take place at
the party headquarters in New Delhi. A report:

VC-SAKLEN AKHTAR (IN GNR MAIL)

As per the election schedule, scrutiny of nomination papers
will be conducted between 4 PM and 5 PM, followed by the
withdrawal of nominations, which will remain open until 6 PM this
evening. After the completion of the nomination process, polling,
if required, will take place tomorrow. The official announcement
of the new BJP national president will be made on the same day.
The BJP’s national president is elected by an electoral college
comprising representatives from the party’s national council and
state councils. At present, the post is held by Union Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda. Mr Nadda was appointed as the BJP’s National
Working President in June 2019 and was later elected unopposed
as party president in January 2020, succeeding then President
Amit Shah. Saklen Akhtar, Akashvani News Delhi.

CB/SAKLEN/MAIL/0346

SHUKLA MP-II 19.01.2026
CRICKET - ODI

In Men’s Cricket, New Zealand defeated India by 41 runs in the third
ODI in Indore last night. Chasing a target of 338 runs set by New Zealand,
India could score only 296 runs in 46 overs. Virat Kohli scored a century
and was leading India’s chase as the team struggled to keep up after
losing four wickets in just 13 overs. Earlier, put into bat first, the visitors
posted 337 for eight in the stipulated 50 overs in the decisive match. Daryl
Mitchell has been adjudged as the player of the match and he was also
declared as the player of the series. The current ODI series is 2-1 in favour
of New Zealand, with India winning the first match only.



CB/SJA/SUDHIR/NET/0533
SHUKLA MP-1 18.01.2026
IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange colour
warning for dense to very dense fog over Uttar Pradesh for today. The Met
Department has forecast dense fog conditions at isolated places over the
parts of Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, and Bihar for next two to
three days. Similar conditions are likely to prevail over Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and West Bengal till tomorrow. The
weather agency said that cold wave conditions are expected in East
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha today. The Met Department
further predicted a gradual rise in minimum temperatures by about 2
degree Celsius over northwest and central India for next two days.

ADITYA/0725



