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RUSSIA-OIL TANKER:

Following the seizure of the Russian-flagged oil tanker by US military
forces earlier today, Moscow demanded that Washington ensure the
humane and dignified treatment of Russian nationals aboard the seized
tanker and called for their prompt return to their homeland. According to a
statement cited by Russian news agency, the Russian Foreign Ministry said
it is closely monitoring reports that the US military has boarded the tanker
Mariner, originally Bella 1, on the high seas, noting that Russian citizens
are among the crew. Moscow also urged Washington not to impede the
prompt return of Russian nationals from the tanker to Russia, stressing
that their safety and legal rights must be fully upheld.The remarks come in
the backdrop of the United States' seizure of the tanker for alleged
sanctions violations, an action that Russia has criticised as a breach of
international law and maritime norms. Soon after the seizure of the oil
tanker, Moscow issued a strong condemnation, asserting that no country
has the right to use force against vessels lawfully registered under another
state's jurisdiction, particularly on the high seas.

ANI/2233HRS
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RUBIO-DENMARK

The top US diplomat said today that he would meet leaders of
Denmark next week but signalled no retreat from President Donald
Trump's aim to take over Greenland, and alarmed allies including France
and Germany were working on a plan on how to respond. A U.S. military
seizure of the mineral-rich Arctic island from a longtime ally, Denmark,
would send shock waves through the NATO alliance and deepen the divide
between Trump and European leaders. In Washington, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said he would meet Danish leaders next week and that
Trump retained the option to address his objective by military means.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said a potential US purchase
of Greenland was being actively discussed by Trump and his national
security team.Earlier, French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said the
subject would be raised at a meeting with the foreign ministers of Germany
and Poland later.

NET/0242HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 08.01.2026
CENSUS 2027

Centre has issued the notification for the first phase of Census of
India 2027. Houselisting operations will be conducted between 1st April
and 30 September this year across all States and Union Territories, during
a 30-day period specified by each State/UT. The notification issued by
Home Ministry stated that provision for self-enumeration will be available
for a period of 15 days prior to the commencement of house-to-house
houselisting, as per the schedule notified by each State/UT.

This will be the first Census by digital means in country, where data
will be collected using mobile applications that will be available for both
Android as well as iOS versions. About 30 lakh field functionaries including
Enumerators, Supervisors, Master Trainers, Charge Officers and Principal or
District Census Officers will be deployed for data collection, monitoring and
supervision of Census operations.

The Census would be conducted in two phases. The first phase will
be of Houselisting and Housing Census - between April to September,
2026, while the second phase will be of Population Enumeration (PE) in



February 2027. For the Union Territory of Ladakh and snow bound non-
synchronous areas of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir and states of
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, Population Enumeration will be
conducted in September, this year.

Earlier, on 12th of last month, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had approved the scheme of Conduct of Census of
India 2027 at a cost of 11,718.24 crore rupees. Moreover, the Cabinet
Committee on Political Affairs, in its meeting on 30th of April, last year, had
decided to include caste enumeration in the upcoming census.

Suparna/Mail/CB/CHIRAG/NET/PIB/PMINDIA.GOV/0410

TELANGANA - DRONE FESTIVAL

Telangana Government will also host a mega drone and hot air
balloon shows along with its annual international kite and sweets festival
during Sankranti festival season. The events will be held at multiple
locations in Hyderabad this year. State Tourism Minister J. Krishna Rao told
the media that the drone show, to be held at Gachibowli Stadium on 16th
and 17th of this month, will showcase a blend of sport, technology, and
culture, highlighting India's journey from traditional heritage to modern
innovation. He informed that the show will feature an aerial drone race, a
mid-air drone football game and visual presentations of Telangana's major
tourist destinations. He explained that the drone race will see pilots
competing in various formats on standardised tracks and the drone football
will be a fast-paced game in the air played inside the main stadium, with
two teams of four football-shaped drones competing mid-air.

The hot air balloon show, will take place from 16th to 18th of this
month featuring more than 15 hot air balloons flying above 2,500 feet. The
morning balloon flights will be held on the outskirts of Hyderabad, while a
‘night glow balloon show' will be held at the Parade Grounds in
Secunderabad.

The annual International Sweet and Kite festival will be held at the
Parade Grounds, from 13th to 15th of this month and is likely to see
participation from 40 international kite flyers representing 19 countries and
55 flyers from 15 Indian states. The sweets festival will display over 1,200
varieties of traditional sweets and Telangana delicacies across 60 stalls,
prepared by Hyderabad residents who are natives of other states. M S
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JAISHANKAR - FRANCE

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that France is
among India's oldest strategic partners and as two nations committed to
multipolarity, working together is important for stabilising the global politics
at this stage. In his opening remarks during meeting with Foreign Minister
of France, Jean-Noél Barrot in Paris, Dr Jaishankar stated that continuous
conversation is an important part of nurturing the relationship. He noted
that the meeting is taking place in the backdrop of considerable global
uncertainty and it is natural that strategic partners consult very closely.

(S/B JAISHANKAR
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/2008925537981608440?s=
20)

CB/Suparna/0433

SHUKLA MP-I 08.01.2026
TN-NDA-PMK ALLIANCE

In Tamil Nadu, Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK) has joined National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) ahead of Tamil Nadu assembly elections.
AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi Palaniswami announced the inclusion
of PMK in NDA at a press briefing in Chennai, alongside PMK chief
Anbumani Ramadoss. AIADMK General Secretary said that they are already
in an alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and expressed the
possibility of including more parties in their bloc. = Moreover, PMK
president Anbumani Ramadoss alleged that people in Tamil Nadu are very
angry with the ruling party DMK and so the AIADMK-led alliance will form
the government with a thumping majority.

[BYTE - RAMADOSS
https://x.com/ANI/status/2008763570201469222]
CB/CHIRAG/ANI/NET/0417

TEXTILE CONFERENCE
The National Textiles Ministers’ Conference 2026 will begin tomorrow



in Guwahati, Assam. The two-day Conference aims to provide a platform
for deliberations on policy, investment, sustainability, exports,
infrastructure development, and technological advancement in the textile
sector. The Textile Ministry said, the conference aligns with the
government’s vision of positioning India as a global textile manufacturing
hub by 2030, with a focus on boosting exports, employment generation,
and inclusive growth. The Conference will be held under the theme India’s
Textiles: Weaving Growth, Heritage and Innovation, will bring together
Textile Ministers and senior officials from States and Union Territories
across the nation.

INDIA ENERGY WEEK

India Energy Week 2026 will be organised in Goa from 27th of this
month. The four days event will bring together government leaders,
industry executives and innovators to advance a secure, sustainable and
affordable energy future. Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry said, the
event will focus on strengthening energy security, catalysing investment
and advancing practical and scalable pathways for decarbonisation. The
delegations from the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the
Asia-Pacific region are expected to participate in the programme. According
to the International Energy Agency’'s World Energy Outlook 2025, India
alone is projected to account for more than 23 per cent of global
incremental energy demand by 2050, largest for any country. India has
continued to strengthen domestic exploration and infrastructure to
enhance long-term energy security. Petrol retail outlets have expanded
from around 52 thousand in 2014 to over one lakh in 2025.



