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The Nation celebrates its 77th Republic Day today. President
Droupadi Murmu will lead the Nation in celebrating the Day from Kartavya
Path in New Delhi. The Republic Day parade will start at 10:30 AM and run
for a duration of around 90 minutes. Our Correspondent has filed this
report:

[V/C - PALLAVI- 56 SECS]

“The theme this year is 'Swatantrata ka Mantra: Vande
Mataram’ and 'Samriddhi ka Mantra: Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. The
Parade will start with Prime Minister Narendra Modi laying a
wreath at the National War Memorial. President Droupadi Murmu
will receive salute during a ceremonial march past which will
include units from the Armed Forces, Para Military Forces,
Auxiliary Civil Forces, NCC and NSS. President of the European
Council Antonio Costa and the President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen will be the Chief Guest at the
parade. Thirty tableaux from various States, Union Territories,
and Central Government Ministries and Departments will be
showcased during the parade. The event will conclude with a

flypast by 29 aircrafts, including Rafale, Su-30, C-295, Mig-29,
Apache, among others., Pallavi Parmar for Akashvani News,

Delhi.”

<><><>

President Droupadi Murmu highlighted that in the journey of shaping
the country’s economic destiny, Atmanirbharata and Swadeshi are the
guiding principles. Addressing the nation on the eve of the 77th Republic
Day, the President lauded India’s young entrepreneurs, sportspersons,
scientists and professionals for energising the nation and making their
mark globally. President Murmu also noted that despite global
uncertainties, India is recording sustained economic growth. She said the
country is the world’s fastest-growing major economy and is moving
towards becoming the third-largest economy in the near future.

[S/B - PREZ - GST - 31 SECS]

Urging everyone to work together with the spirit of ‘Nation First’,
President Murmu said Republic Day is an opportunity to strengthen the
feeling of patriotism. She noted that India’s self-reliance in defence



powered the historic success of Operation Sindoor.
<><><>
President Droupadi Murmu approved gallantry awards for 70 Armed
Forces personnel, including six posthumous awards, on the eve of the 77th
Republic Day. IAF Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, who made history by
becoming the first Indian to visit the International Space Station, has been
honoured with the Ashoka Chakra, the country’s highest peacetime
gallantry award. The President has also approved 301 military decorations
for the Armed Forces and other personnel. On the eve, the President also
approved 98 Mentioned-in-Despatches to the Armed Forces personnel,
including five posthumous.
<><><>
The Government has announced 131 Padma awards for year 2026.
The awards comprises five Padma Vibhushan, 13 Padma Bhushan and 113
Padma Shri. Among the awardees, 19 are women and 16 honours are
being conferred posthumously. The list of Padma Bhushan awardees
includes playback singer Alka Yagnik, former Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, Kallipatti Ramasamy Palaniswamy from Tamil Nadu,
and Malayalam actor Mammootty from Kerala.Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah have congratulated all the
Padma Awardees for their outstanding contributions to the nation.
<><><>
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar called on President of the
European Council Antonio Luis Santos da Costa and the President of the
European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen in New Delhi yesterday. In a
social media post, Dr Jaishankar expressed confidence that the upcoming
discussions of two leaders with Prime Minister Narendra Modi would herald
a new chapter in India- European Union relations. Dr Jaishankar also had
productive conversation with Vice-President of the European Commission
Kajja Kallas. Dr Jaishankar said that during the meet, two sides agreed on
intensifying their exchanges and taking forward the cooperative agenda.
<><><>
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah
have congratulated all the Padma Awardees for their outstanding



contributions to the nation. The Prime Minister has said that the excellence,
dedication and service of the awardees across diverse fields enrich the
fabric of society. He noted that the honour reflects the spirit of
commitment and excellence that continues to inspire generations.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that Padma Award recipients are
torchbearers of social change who, through exceptional accomplishments,
game-changing innovations, and tireless commitment, have driven national
progress across diverse fields. He noted that the awards reflect Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of transforming the People’s Padma into a
means of strengthening the spirit of nation-building by inspiring millions to
pursue the path of positive social change.

<><><>ANKIT/ROHAN2101

In Cricket, India registered a crushing eight-wicket victory over New
Zealand in the third T-20 of the five-match series at the ACA Stadium,
Barsapara in Guwahati last night. The Suryakumar Yadav-led Men in Blue
have now taken an unassailable 3-0 lead in the series.

Chasing the target, India overhauled the total for the loss of two
wickets in just 10 overs. Abhishek Sharma smashed 68 off 20 balls, while
captain Suryakumar Yadav struck 57 off 26 deliveries. Abhishek Sharma
also entered the record books, scoring the second-fastest T-20
International half-century by an Indian, reaching the milestone in 14 balls.
The fourth T20 will be played in Visakhapatnam on Wednesday.



