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BS EP-1 02/01/2026

COAL PRODUCTION

Coal production and dispatches from captive and commercial mines
recorded steady growth in the last month. Ministry of Coal said the
production stood at 19.48 million tonnes during December 2025, while coal
dispatches during the month were recorded at over 18 million tonnes. This
represents a year-on-year increase of 5.75 percent in production compared
to the corresponding period of the previous year.

During the third quarter of the current financial year, cumulative coal
production from captive and commercial mines reached 54.14 million
tonnes with dispatches registering at 50.61 million tonnes. The Ministry
said that from April to December 2025, the sector has demonstrated robust
performance, with coal production registering a year-on-year increase of
9.72 percent and dispatches rising by 6.98 percent compared to the
corresponding period of the previous financial year. The Ministry attributes
the sector’s improved performance to a series of strategic policy measures,
rigorous monitoring and consistent support to stakeholders.

Anand/2033

BS EP-1 02/01/2026
VAISHNAW SHANTI BILL

Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
today said that small and modular nuclear reactors offer feasible and
practical solutions to meet the huge energy demand of data centres.
Talking to reporters in New Delhi, the Minister said, with the passage of
the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear energy for
Transforming India (SHANTT) Bill, the country is now fully prepared to
power the emerging Al-based economy. Highlighting innovations in the
sector, the Minister said, new designs enable the setting up of nuclear
power plants in 14 acres of land. He said, nuclear power plants can be
used for railway operations as well. The SHANTI Bill received assent from
President Droupadi Murmu last month following its passage by Parliament
during the Winter Session.

<><<>
Ankit/2021
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TEXTILE - PLI SCHEME

The government has announced the extension of the deadline for
submission of fresh applications under the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) Scheme for Textiles up to 31st March this year. The Ministry of
Textiles informed that the extension follows the significant response
received since the application portal was re-opened in August last year with
proposals being submitted by textile companies. The Ministry added that
the decision underscores the growing investor confidence in India’s textile
sector and aims to facilitate wider participation by offering additional time
to eligible applicants.

<><>ROHAN/PALLAVI/0446/ HRS
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RAJNATH- UDAIPUR VISIT
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that it is extremely worrying
to find highly educated individuals and those associated with prestigious
professions involved in activities against the nation and society. He was
addressing the foundation day celebration of a college in Udaipur today.
Mr. Singh said that modern India draws strength and pride from
recognising its ancient past and cultural traditions. He said, merely
acquiring higher education is not sufficient if a person lacks human values
and national commitment. He said, it is worrying that even some well-
educated people from reputed professions are being found involved in anti-
national and anti-social activities. Referring to the bomb blast in Delhi, he
said, names of educated professionals such as doctors emerged in
connection with the serious crime. He said, this clearly highlights the
importance of character building and moral consciousness alongside
education. He also said, India is moving towards becoming fully self-reliant
in the field of defence production.
Dr Jitendra Dwivedi
/Rajasthan/MAIL/1920 HRS

VB G RAM G

The Telangana state Legislative Assembly has unanimously adopted a
resolution urging the Centre to restore the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), after Parliament passed the



Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB G
RAM G) Act. The lower house of the State Legislature passed the resolution
late in the evening yesterday. Introducing the resolution, Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy said the changes to the old scheme could trigger migration
to cities and deprive the rural poor of guaranteed work. He alleged that the
new law is against women labourers whereas approximately 62 per cent of
the beneficiaries were women in the currently implemented MGNREGA.
Stating that the limited allocation system incorporated in the new law will
reduce the number of workdays he said it will cause hardship to women in
poor families. He said the old system must be restored to achieve women's
empowerment. Revanth Reddy noted that in Telangana over the past 20
years, nearly 90 per cent of beneficiaries were from SC, ST and BC
communities. Dalits, tribals, persons with disabilities, Adivasis, Chenchus
and other poor sections, along with women, had gained the most.

The resolution alleged that the G RAM G Act will damage the rights of the
poor. It criticised the change in funding ratio from 100 per cent Central to
60:40 Centre state, calling it a violation of federalism and an added burden
on states. It also said removing Mahatma Gandhi’s name diluted the spirit
of the scheme, and termed the mandatory 60 day break during the
agricultural season unjust to landless labourers. The resolution demanded
employment guarantee throughout the year.

---MSL
Udyan Utsav

The Rashtrapati Nilayam in Secunderabad will host the 2nd edition of
Udyan Utsav from today as part of the efforts to promote public
engagement and environmental awareness. Udyan Utsav will be open to
the public free of cost from 10 am to 8 pm daily till 11th of this month at
the Main Lawns of Rashtrapati Nilayam. Visitors may book their entry
online through the Rashtrapati Bhavan website or at physical kiosks set up
at the Visitor Facilitation Centre.
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03.01.2026
PM-RELICS (WITH V/C)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate a Grand International
Exposition of Sacred Piprahwa Relics related to Lord Buddha in New Delhi
today. The Prime Minister's Office said in a statement that the Piprahwa
relics, discovered in 1898, hold a central place in the archaeological study
of early Buddhism. More from our correspondent:

(V/C-ADARSH in GNR MAIL)

The Exposition will be held at the Rai Pithora Cultural
Complex in New Delhi. It will bring together, for the first time, the
Piprahwa relics repatriated after more than a century from
Piprahwa that are preserved in the collections of the National
Museum of New Delhi, and the Indian Museum of Kolkata. The
Piprahwa relics, discovered in 1898 are among the earliest and
most historically significant relic deposits directly connected to
Lord Buddha. Archaeological evidence associates the Piprahwa
site with ancient Kapilavastu, widely identified as the place where
Lord Buddha spent his early life prior to renunciation. The
exposition will highlight India’s deep and continuing civilizational
link with the teachings of Bhagwan Buddha and reflects the Prime
Minister’s commitment to preserve India’s rich spiritual and
cultural heritage. The recent repatriation of these relics has been
achieved through sustained government effort institutional

cooperation and innovative public-private partnership. With Rishu
Jaiswal, Adarsh Kumar for Akashvani News, Delhi.

RISHU/0547/HRS



