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External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar has called upon
the global community to adopt a zero-tolerance approach
towards terrorism as the world order is undergoing a profound
transformation. Dr. Jaishankar stated this in his opening remarks
during talks with his Spanish counterpart, José Manuel Albares
Bueno, in New Delhi today. Later in the day, the visiting
dignitory called on President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati
Bhavan. In a social media post, the President expressed
happiness at the launch of the 'India-Spain Dual Year of Culture,
Tourism and Artificial Intelligence.

The Union Cabinet has approved an equity support of five
thousand crore rupees to the Small Industries Development Bank
of India. The decision was taken at a meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi this morning. This move is expected to
benefit approximately 25 lakh 74 thousand new MSME
beneficiaries. The Cabinet has also given the nod to the
continuation of the Atal Pension Yojana till 2030-31 along with
extension of funding support for promotional and developmental
activities.
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Union Electronics and Information Technology Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that AI regulation must follow a
techno-legal approach, not just standalone laws. Mr Vaishnaw
made this remark while speaking at a session on the sidelines of
the World Economic Forum in Davos. He also firmly rejected the
International Monetary Fund Chief's remark calling India a
second-tier AI power. Citing Stanford rankings, he said India
stands third globally in Al preparedness. Meanwhile, Mr
Vaishnaw met IBM CEO Arvind Krishna and Meta Chief Global
Affairs Officer Joel Kaplan in Davos. In a social media post, the
Minister said, an investment worth 70 billion US dollars is
confirmed in Al infrastructure.

<><><>

The Ministry of Power today released a new Draft National
Electricity Policy 2026, which aims to transform the power sector
for meeting the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047. The Power
Ministry said, the policy targets per capita electricity consumption
of two thousand kilowatt hour by 2030 and over four thousand
kilowatt hour by 2047. The per capita electricity consumption
reached one thousand 460 kilowatt hour in 2024-25. It also
aligns with India’s climate commitments, including reduction of
emissions intensity by 45 percent by 2030. The Ministry said, the
Draft NEP 2026 provides a comprehensive blueprint for a
future-ready, financially viable and environmentally sustainable
power sector to provide reliable and quality power at affordable
price. The policy, once finalised, will replace the existing National
Electricity Policy  which was notified in 2005.



ANUPRIYA - MEDICAL EDUCATION: Minister of State for

Health and Family Welfare, Anupriya Patel today launched an
online training programme on Atrtificial Intelligence in Medical
Education. Health Ministry sad in a statement that the
programme has been designed to provide approximately 50
thosuand doctors with a foundational understanding of Artificial
Intelligence and its practical applications in clinical practice,
diagnostics, clinical decision-making, research and medical
education. The initiative aims to enhance digital competencies
among medical professionals and enable them to effectively
integrate Al-based tools into healthcare delivery and academic
practice. Addressing the gathering, the Minister of State
expressed satisfaction at the enthusiastic response to the
initiative and noted that more than 42 thousand doctors have
already registered for the programme. She described the
initiative as both timely and forward-looking. Ms Patel stated that
in a country grappling with a significant burden of non-
communicable diseases and the continuing challenge of
tuberculosis, such programmes can support a shift from reactive
to more proactive and preventive approaches to healthcare
delivery.

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu today
inaugurated helicopter services in Shimla, marking a major boost
to air connectivity in the hill state. With the launch, daily
helicopter services will operate from the Sanjauli Helipad in



Shimla to Bhuntar Airport in Kullu district and to Reckong Peo in
Kinnaur district. Additionally, helicopter services between
Chandigarh and the Sanjauli Helipad will run three days a week.
The Chief Minister said the initiative will greatly benefit general
public and promote adventure and religious tourism in the state.

In Men's Cricket, India will take on New Zealand in the first T20
of five-match series in Nagpur today. The match will start at 7
PM.



