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European Commission President Ursula Von Der Leyen has said that India
and the European Union (EU) are on the cusp of signing the Free Trade



Agreement (FTA), describing it as the mother of all agreements. In her
address at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, she said that after
Davos, the next weekend, she will travel to India. She, however, said there
is still work to do. She added that it would create a market of two billion
people, accounting for almost a quarter of global GDP.
[ S/B- EU PRESIDENT - 30 SECS ]

European Council President Antonio Costa and von der Leyen will be on a
state visit to India from January 25-27. They will be chief guests at the
Republic Day celebrations before jointly co-chairing the India-EU Summit.

<><><>
Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that India is building
a complete semiconductor ecosystem covering design, fabrication,
packaging, materials, gases and equipment. In a social media post, Mr
Vaishnaw said that global industry sees India as an increasingly reliable
supply-chain partner. He said, Google is strengthening its commitment to
India’s Al ecosystem, including a 15 billion US dollars Al data centre in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh and partnerships with Indian startups.

<><><>
Centre has notified the Central Motor Vehicles (Second Amendment) Rules,
2026 to strengthen compliance towards user fee payment at the toll plazas
on National Highways. These amendments are aimed at improving user fee
compliance, enhancing efficiency of Electronic Toll Collection and
discouraging user fee evasion on National Highways.

<><><>
President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have
extended their greetings to the people of Meghalaya, Tripura and Manipur
on their Statehood Day today. In a social media post, President Murmu
said that the states are blessed with rich cultural legacy, vibrant traditions
and extraordinary natural beauty. Mr Modi also prayed that the states
prospers significantly in the coming times.

<><><>
The first commercial run of the Vande Bharat Sleeper train between
Kamakhya, Guwahati and Howrah has received an overwhelming response
from passengers. The Railway Ministry said that all the seats were booked
within a few hours of opening the ticket reservation. The swift sell-out of
tickets reflects passengers’ eagerness to experience the speed, comfort
and modern amenities of the Vande Bharat Sleeper.

<><><>



NASA astronaut Sunita Williams retired from the space agency after 27
years of remarkable service. The retirement, effective from 27th of last
month, was announced by NASA this morning.

<><><>
In Men's Cricket, a 5-match T20 International series between India and
New Zealand begins from today. The opening match of the series will be
played in Nagpur this evening. The match will begin at 7 PM.
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Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has said that the booth
level officers are the foundational pillar for the electoral democracy in the
country. Addressing the India International Conference on Democracy and
Election Management (IICDEM) 2026 in New Delhi today, Mr Kumar said,
India is the mother of democracy and maintaining pure electoral rolls with
inclusion of every eligible elector, is essential for the strengthening of
democracy.

(S/B-Gyanesh Kumar)

The three day conference is poised to be the largest global
conference of its kind hosted by India in the field of democracy and
election management. Nearly one hundred international delegates
representing over 70 countries from across the world are participating in
the conference. The representatives from international organisations,
foreign missions based in India, as well as academic scholars and
practicing experts in the field of electoral management also attending the
event. During the conference, the Commission will hold over 40 bilateral
meetings with various Election Management Bodies (EMBs) to deepen
dialogue and cooperation on shared electoral challenges faced globally.

<><>SAKLEN/PHONE/DIPENDRA/1157
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REV.VAISHNAW-DAVOS
Union Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today said that
India is focusing on the systematic diffusion of artificial intelligence across
every sector of the economy. He made the remarks while speaking at a
session titled AI Power Play, No Referees at the World Economic Forum in
Davos. The Minister noted that the biggest constraint in scaling AI adoption
is the availability of GPUs (Graphics Processing Units). He added that India
is addressing this challenge through a government backed public private
partnership. Mr Vaishnaw noted that under this initiative, 38 thousand
GPUs have been empanelled as a shared compute facility and made
available at nearly one third of the global cost.
(S/B-ASHWINI VAISHNAW)
https://x.com/i/status/2013661321615810872
The session explored how Al is reordering global competition,
governance and the pathways for shared prosperity. In the session,
panellists included Vice-Chair and President of Microsoft Brad Smith,
Managing Director of International Monetary Fund (IMF) Kristalina
Georgieva, and Minister of Investment of Saudi Arabia Khalid Al-Falih.
<><><>SAKLEN/MAIL/0014 HRS
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The India Meteorological Department, IMD has forecast dense fog
conditions over Haryana, Punjab and Chandigarh while cold wave
conditions will prevail over Himachal Pradesh today. The Met department
has also said that Uttarakhand will experience ground frost. The Met
Department further predicted a gradual rise in minimum temperatures by 2
to 4 degree Celsius over Maharashtra during next four days.
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