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AKASHVANI SWATI : PAWAN
NEWS SERVICES DIVISION

ENGLISH - 1805 HRS 04.01.2026
<><L<><>
THIS IS AKASHVANI; THE NEWS READ BY NISHIT KUMAR.
(SIGNATURE TUNE)
<><L<><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India's performance in various sports
has consistently improved since 2014. Mr Modi was speaking after inaugurating the
72nd National Volleyball Tournament in Varanasi today through video conferencing. He
said, India is strongly bidding to host the 2036 Olympics. He said, the government is
working on different aspects, which include identifying talent, scientific training,
providing nutritious food and transparent selection.

[S/B-PM SPORTS ECOSYSTEM -32 SECS]
<><><>

Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shivraj Singh Chouhan today said
that India's rice production exceeded 150 million tons in 2025. Inaugurating 184 new
varieties of 25 crops with improved traits developed by ICAR, Mr Chouhan said that
India has surpassed China in rice production. He added that India has become a leading
rice-exporting nation to the world.

<><><>

Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said, new Viksit Bharat
G-RAM-G scheme safeguards workers’ interest. He called out the Congress for allegedly
misleading the public over the newly enacted Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar aur
Aajeevika Mission - Gramin (Vikshit Bharat G-RAM-G) Act.

<><><>

Union Labour and Employment Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has said the New
Labour Codes will transform the lives of tea and cinchona workers in Darjeeling hills,
Terai, and Dooars region of West Bengal. The Minister said this while interacting with
the leaders Tea and Cinchona labour Trade unions and their stakeholders. Hitting out at
the West Bengal government, the Minister said, the state government has denied
dignified wages to the tea and cinchona labourers and has also has deprived them from
basic facilities.

<><><>

Senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah arrived at Tiruchirappalli
today on a two day visit to Tamil Nadu. He was given a warm welcome by party leaders
and Union Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr. L.Murugan at the
Trichy airport. Latter, he participated at a closed door meeting of the party
functionaries.

<><><>

External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar will be on an official visit to France and
Luxembourg from today till the 10th of this month. In Paris, Dr Jaishankar will meet the
French leadership and hold talks with his counterpart Jean Noel Barrot. External Affairs
Ministry said in a statement that Dr Jaishankar will also address the 31st edition of the



French Ambassadors’ Conference as the Guest of Honour.

The External Affairs Minister will also be visiting Luxembourg, where he will hold
discussions with the Luxembourg's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs Xavier Bettel and with the senior leadership of the country.

<><><>

The US military operation that led to the capture of Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro has also drawn sharp criticism from US Democrats, international media, and
protesters across major American cities. Some media outlets questioned the legality of
US’ action. Meanwhile, hundreds of people took to the streets in major US cities
including Washington, Boston, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Chicago and Miami yesterday.
Protesters said the operation to remove Venezuelan leader Nicolds Maduro was an act
of imperialism.

<><><>

India has expressed deep concern over the recent developments in Venezuela.
The External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that the evolving situation is being
closely monitored. India has re-affirmed its support to the well-being and safety of the
people of Venezuela. The Embassy of India in Caracas is in contact with the members
of the Indian community and will continue to provide all possible assistance.

Meanwhile, the Ministry has issued an advisory urging Indian nationals to avoid
all non-essential travel to Venezuela in view of recent developments.

<><><>

OPEC (Plus) has agreed in principle to maintain steady oil output despite rising
geopolitical tensions among key members and fresh uncertainty surrounding Venezuela.
The eight participating countries, Saudi Arabia, Russia, the United Arab Emirates,
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Iraq, Algeria and Oman, collectively pump about half of the world’s
oil.

<><><>
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert for very dense
fog conditions in Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Odisha.

<><><>
AND THAT IS THE END OF THIS NEWS BULLETIN.
(SIGNATURE TUNE)
<><><>
SHUKLA::HC DP-11

04.01.2026
BANGLADESH - MINORITY
Leaders of the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council

met BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman in Dhaka to express



condolences over the death of former prime minister and BNP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia. During the meeting, the minority leaders described
Khaleda Zia as a strong and uncompromising leader who played an
important role in the country’s democratic movement. They said her death
was a great loss for Bangladesh and conveyed their sympathy to Tarique
Rahman and his family. The leaders also discussed growing concerns over
recent incidents of violence against minority communities in different parts
of the country. More from our correspondent:

V/C- NAVALSANG PARMAR

Minority leaders of Bangladesh raised concerns over a rise in
violence against minority communities and submitted an eight-
point demand to BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman, urging its
inclusion in the party’s election manifesto. Responding, Tarique
Rahman said restoring law and order and strengthening

democracy were essential to ensure the safety and rights of all
citizens. He stressed that he does not believe in dividing people

into majority or minority, saying all citizens share the same

identity as Bangladeshis. He also called for cooperation and joint
efforts to safequard equal rights. BNP Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul and representatives from minority organisations,

including the Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad and the
Dhakeshwari National Temple, were present at the meeting.

Navalsang Parmar, Akashwani News, Dhaka.
Navalsang Parmar/Dhaka/MAIL/1240
SHUKLA::HC DP-II
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BANGLADESH - MINORITY

Leaders of the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council
met BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman in Dhaka to express
condolences over the death of former prime minister and BNP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia. During the meeting, the minority leaders described
Khaleda Zia as a strong and uncompromising leader who played an
important role in the country’s democratic movement. They said her death
was a great loss for Bangladesh and conveyed their sympathy to Tarique
Rahman and his family. The leaders also discussed growing concerns over
recent incidents of violence against minority communities in different parts
of the country. More from our correspondent:

V/C- NAVALSANG PARMAR

Minority leaders of Bangladesh raised concerns over a rise in

violence against minority communities and submitted an eight-
point demand to BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman, urging its

inclusion in the party’s election manifesto. Responding, Tarique

Rahman said restoring law and order and strengthening
democracy were essential to ensure the safety and rights of all
citizens. He stressed that he does not believe in dividing people
into majority or minority, saying all citizens share the same
identity as Bangladeshis. He also called for cooperation and joint
efforts to safequard equal rights. BNP Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul and representatives from minority organisations,

including the Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad and the




Dhakeshwari National Temple, were present at the meeting.
Navalsang Parmar, Akashwani News, Dhaka.

Navalsang Parmar/Dhaka/MAIL/1240
SHUKLA::HC DP-I

04.01.2026
MEA - VENEZUELA

India has expressed deep concern over the recent developments in
Venezuela. External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that the evolving
situation is being closely monitored. India has re-affirmed its support to the
well-being and safety of the people of Venezuela. New Delhi has called
upon all concerned to address issues peacefully through dialogue, ensuring
peace and stability of the region. The Embassy of India in Caracas is in
contact with members of the Indian community and will continue to

provide all possible assistance.<><>

Suparna/Mail/1316

SANT EP-I 04-01-2026
FPIs

Foreign investors started the new year as sellers. As per depositories
data, Foreign portfolio investors, or FPIs, pulled out 7,608 crore rupees

from Indian equity markets in the two trading session on 2026. They also



pulled out 361 crore rupees from the debt market during the same period
under review.

This withdrawal from equities comes after an net outflow of 22,611
crore rupees December and 3,765 crore rupes in November. However, in
October, FPIs infused 14,610 crore rupees, after a three-month streak of
heavy withdrawals.

SATYAM/MM/1730HRS

SANT:: SWATI EP-I 04-01-2026
MANDAVIYA-TEA & CINCHONA UNIONS

Union Minister of Labour and Employment Mansukh Mandaviya has
said the New Labour Codes will transform the lives of tea and cinchona
workers in Darjeeling hills, Terai, and Dooars region of West Bengal. While
interacting with the leaders Tea & Cinchona labour trade unions and their
stakeholders Mandaviya said for decades, workers in this historic tea belt,
which is India’s first industrial region in the mountains, have suffered under
outdated, colonial-era labour practices.

Hitting out at the West Bengal government, the minister said the
state government has denied dignified wages to the tea and cinchona
labourers and their ancestral land, and also has deprived them from basic
facilities. He stated that the New Codes will ensure that no worker is paid

below the National floor wage, and even the West Bengal Government will



have to mandatorily implement it.
The Union Minister is on a two-day visit to North Bengal.

<><><>ASHOK CHAURASIA/KURSEONG/MAIL/1742



