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15.01.2026
EVE. PUNJAB PRESIDENT

President Draupdi Murmu has advised students to remember that
education is not merely a means of livelihood, it is also a means of serving
society and the nation. She said the students owe a debt to the society
which has contributed to their education. Making efforts to uplift those
who have been left behind in the development journey can be one of the
ways of paying ones debts. She was addressing the 50th Convocation of
the Guru Nanak Dev University in Amritsar, today.

The President said that after completing formal education, students
will join various sectors or start their own ventures. They need to focus on
some qualities that are equally essential and helpful for progress in every
field. These are continuous desire and inclination to learn, firm adherence
to moral values, integrity, and honesty, even in adverse and difficult
circumstances. They are required to embrace the change and learn not
only for individual gain, but also for the greater good of society and the
nation.

The President who honoured some top graduates, mostly women,
during the convocation, appreciated the university for following Guru
Nanak Dev Ji's teachings that women should be given equal rights in
society. She stated that it is in the interest of society and the nation that
women have opportunities to move forward with full confidence, and
everyone should strive for this.

RAJESH BALI/AMRITSAR/MAIL/1403 HRS.



EP-I 15.01.2026

PM- BIRLA ARTICLE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today shared an article highlighting
how India is ready to share its robust digital public infrastructure with the
Commonwealth community. In a social media post, the Prime Minister said
that the article, written by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, underscores
India’s commitment to the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. The article
notes that as India hosts the 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding
Officers of the Commonwealth, the country does not view technology as a
proprietary asset but as a public good. It highlights the nation's willingness
to share its digital public infrastructure to strengthen democratic resilience
across the Commonwealth nations.

15.01.2026

AMIT SHAH GUJARAT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today released the collection of Adi
Shankaracharyaji's books published in Gujarati language in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat. He was aaddressing the release ceremony of the Adi
Shankaracharya Samagra Granthavali held at Tagore Hall, Paldi. He termed
the editing and publication of this collection as the biggest achievement of
Dr. Gautam Patel's life. Meanwhile, Mr. Shah also remembered Swami
Akhandanandji and said that his contribution has been important in
building the collective character of the state.

(BYTE: AMIT SHAH) ON SWAMI AKHANDANANDJI

Mr. Shah also appealed to the youth to read the book Vivek

Chudamani, translated into Gujarati, once in a life.
(BYTE: AMIT SHAH) ON VIVEK CHUDAMANI GRANTH

PRAVESH ADIACHA/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/1340 HRS
DAY IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red colour
warning for dense to very dense fog conditions over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh today. Meanwhile an orange colour warning for similar
conditions has been issued for Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand till
tomorrow. The Met Department also predicted Dense Fog over Himachal
Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Assam,
Meghalaya and Sikkim during the next two days. IMD further said that cold



wave conditions will prevail over Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand
today.

15.01.2026
REV DAY PM-CSPOC

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that in India
democracy means last-mile delivery and the government is
working with a spirit of public welfare for every individual without
any discrimination. Addressing the Conference of Speakers and
Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth (CSPOC) at Samvidhan
Sadan in New Delhi today, Mr Modi said, India has turned
diversity into the strength of its democracy. Mr Modi highlighted
that nearly 25 crore people in India came out of poverty over the
past few years. He said that India has proved that democratic
institutions and democratic processes provide stability, speed,
and scale to democracy.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, in India, the people are paramount, and
their aspirations have been made the top priority. He said, India turned
diversity into its strength and emerged as the fastest growing major
economy. Mr Modi said, today, UPI in India is the world's largest digital
payment system. He said, India is the world's largest vaccine producer and
the world's number two steel producer. The Prime Minister said, this is the
fourth occasion when the Conference of Commonwealth Speakers and
Presiding Officers is being held in India.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister said, India is strongly raising the concerns of the
Global South on every global platform. Mr Modi said, during its G20
Presidency as well, India placed the priorities of the Global South at the
centre of the global agenda. He remarked that nearly 50 percent of
the Commonwealth’s total population resides in India. Mr Modi
also highlighted that India has consistently sought to contribute
as much as possible to the development of all nations.



Underlining that India is the largest democracy in the world,
Prime Minister Modi highlighted that the scale of country's
democracy is truly extraordinary. Referring to the general
elections held in 2024, he underlined that it was the largest
democratic exercise in human history. Mr Modi said, nearly 980
million citizens were registered to vote, which is larger than the
population of some continents.

Speaking on the occasion, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said that Al
and social media have enhanced the efficiency and capability of democratic
institutions. He added that the misuse of Al and social media has given rise
to serious challenges like misinformation, cybercrime, and social division.
The Speaker emphasized that it is the collective responsibility of all to
seriously consider these challenges and find appropriate solutions. Mr Birla
expressed hope that deep discussions on important global issues will take
place at this conference, and concrete policy decisions will be taken.

(S/B: OM BIRLA)

Mr Birla highlighted that in the Indian Parliament's journey of over
seven decades, democracy has been empowered through the creation of
people-centric policies and welfare laws. He stated that India's fair electoral
system has ensured the participation of every citizen of the country in
democracy and this has increased people's faith in democracy.

Chairperson of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, Dr Christopher Kalila said, India is the biggest
democracy in the world and also known as the mother of
democracy. He said, the commonwealth is home to more than 2.6
billion people and half of these lives in India. Dr Kalila said, the
conference provides a unique and valuable space to exchange
best practices.

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh said that the
forums such as the CSPOC provide an important opportunity to
exchange experiences, share best practices and collectively
reflect on evolving challenges facing democratic institutions. He
said, Presiding Officers play a pivotal role in upholding the dignity
of legislatures, ensuring fairness in proceedings and safeguarding
democratic norms.



ANUPAM/ANKIT/DIPENDRA/1259

GAURAV EP-I 15.01.2026
NITI AAYOG REPORT - MSME
NITI Aayog today released a report titled Achieving Efficiencies in MSME
Sector through Convergence of Schemes. The report was launched by NITI
Aayog CEO B V R Subrahmanyam in New Delhi. The report outlined a
strategic roadmap to strengthen the effectiveness of government support
for country’s Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). The Aayog
informed that the report evaluates existing government schemes and
programmes for the MSME sector, and assesses the current level of
convergence among them. Addressing the gathering, Mr Subrahmanyam
said that the report highlights that schemes with similar target groups can
be converged. He added that the report further recommends the
convergence of skill development part of different schemes. The NITI
Aayog CEO highlighted that the report also suggests creation of a
centralized portal for integrating MSME schemes.

BYTE- BVR Subrahmanyam (IN GNR MAIL)
The event was also attended by Secretary of the Ministry of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises S C L Das. Speaking on the occasion Mr Das said
that the Ministry will take this agenda forward and called the initiative of
NITI Aayog helpful for the MSME sector and the government.

BYTE - SCL Das (IN GNR MAIL)

SAMARTH/1632 HRS
GAURAV EP-1 15.01.2026

NADDA-AYUSH GROWTH

Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda today said that India’s AYUSH
and herbal exports grew by over six per cent, rising from 649 million
dollars in 2023-24 to more than 688 million dollars in 2024-25. In a social
media post, Mr Nadda said that the establishment of Ayush Export
Promotion Council has added fresh momentum, strengthening global
outreach and increasing international demand for India’s traditional
medicine and herbal products. Calling the achievement a strong boost for
India’s traditional medicine sector, Mr Nadda highlighted that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India’s age-old wellness



heritage is reaching new markets across the world.
PRIYA/DIPENDRA/1642 HRS

<><><>

The Supreme Court today stayed the FIRs registered by the West
Bengal Police against Enforcement Directorate (ED) officials in connection
with the recent searches at the premises of political consultancy firm I-PAC
and the residence of its co-founder Pratik Jain in Kolkata. The Apex Court
observed that the petitions raise serious questions of alleged interference
by state agencies in a central investigation. A Bench of Justices Prashant
Kumar Mishra and Vipul Pancholi issued notice to West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, Director General of Police Rajeev Kumar,
Kolkata Police Commissioner and others on the ED’s pleas alleging
obstruction during the search operations conducted last week. The Bench
granted two weeks to the respondents to file their counter-affidavits, listing
the matter for further hearing on 3rd of next month.

GAURAV EP-I1I
15.01.2026
EVE INDIA OPEN BADMINTON
India's ace shuttler Lakshya Sen defeated Japan's Nishimoto kenta to

reach the Men's Singles quarter finals of the India Open Badminton
tournament in New Delhi today. Lakshya defeated Nishimoto in straight
games 21-19, 21-10 in a Round of 16 match. Earlier, H. S. Prannoy and
Kidambi Srikanth both lost in the Round of 16 matches to exit the
tournament. Prannoy went down 21-18, 19-21, 14-21 to Singapore’s Loh
Kean Yew while Srikanth suffered a 14-21, 21-17, 17-21 defeat against
French player Christo Popov. India’s challenge in women'’s singles ended
with Malvika Bansod losing 18-21, 15-21 to Chinese shuttler Han
Yue.<><><>

PARAS/NET/CB/1808
HRS



