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BS DP-I 14.01.2026
REV-PM- PONGAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that farmers are the strong
partners in nation-building and their efforts are greatly strengthening the
self-reliant India campaign. He said, the centre is committed to
empowering farmers and is working tirelessly in this direction. Mr. Modi
said this while addressing the gathering after taking part in Pongal
celebrations organised at the residence of Union Minister of State for
Information and Broadcasting Dr L Murugan in New Delhi today.

The Prime Minister said, Pongal shows the path of creating balance
with nature, families and society. He said, Pongal celebrates the vibrant
Tamil culture and bond with nature. He said, Pongal has now become a
global festival and it celebrates the hard work of country's farmers. He
said, it is an occasion to expresses gratitude to the land and the sun.

(S/B-Narendra Modi)

The Prime Minister said that Tamil culture is not only a shared
heritage of the entire nation but also a shared heritage of the whole
humanity. Lauding the contributions of farmers, he said, they are regarded
as the foundation of life in Tamil culture.

Anand/Rishu /1201

BS DP-1 14.01.2026
SHIVRAJ- LIVESTOCK AWARDS

Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
today emphasised the need of animal breed conservation for strengthening
the rural economy and enhancing country's livestock. Addressing the Breed
Conservation Award Ceremony in New Delhi, the Minister underlined that
conserving native breeds enhances productivity, ensures climate resilience,
and provides sustainable livelihood opportunities to farmers and pastoral
communities. Talking to media, Mr Chouhan said, 246 different breeds
have been indentified out of which registration of 16 breeds have been



made today.
(BYTE SHIVRAJ - IN NSD WHATSAPP GROUP)

During the event, the Agriculture Minister also awarded 9 animal
breed conservation awards in two different categories.
<><><> BHANU/SHIVANG/1344HRS

BS DP-I 14.01.2026
PRADHAN-PONGAL

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan today announced that India
will host the prestigious Al Impact Summit next month under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He made the announcement
during his visit to the Indian Institute of Technology Madras to participate
in Pongal celebrations and review the institute’s progress ahead of the
summit.

Speaking to media, Mr. Pradhan highlighted the rapid global adoption
of artificial intelligence (AI) in sectors such as education, healthcare, and
manufacturing. He said that the upcoming summit would serve as a
platform to strengthen country's role in AI innovation and application.

On the occasion of Pongal, the Minister said the new year marks a
renewed focus on integrating Al into country's education framework. He
announced that from school-level education to advanced research, the
mother tongue will be prioritised as the medium of instruction across all
Indian educational institutions.
<><><>

NEELAM/JOY/CHENNAI/ANI/1348

BS DP-1I

14.01.2026
BIRLA- KENYA CSPOC
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla today held a discussion with Speaker of the
National Assembly of Kenya Dr. Moses Masika Wetangula, on the sidelines
of the 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the
Commonwealth. In a social media post, Mr Birla said, during the meeting,
he highlighted the shared historical linkages between India and Kenya,



including the formative influence of Mahatma Gandhi during his early years
in Africa.

The Lok Sabha Speaker also mentioned that the ties between India
and Kenya have evolved into a robust and multi-faceted partnership,
marked by regular high-level visits, increasing trade and investment as well
as extensive people to people contacts. Mr Birla reaffirmed country's
commitment to deepen democratic cooperation through sustained bilateral
parliamentary engagement and cooperation.

<><>ANAND/RISHU/1408 HRS

BS 14.01.2026
PM-CSPOC

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 28th Conference of
Speakers and Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth (CSPOC) tomorrow
in New Delhi. Speaker of the Lok Sabha Om Birla will chair the conference.
61 Speakers and Presiding Officers of 42 Commonwealth countries and
four semi-autonomous parliaments will attend the Conference.

Elaborate discussions will be held on wide range of contemporary
parliamentary issues, including the role of Speakers and Presiding Officers
in maintaining strong democratic institutions. Other topics including the use
of artificial intelligence in parliamentary functioning, the impact of social
media on Members of Parliament, innovative strategies to enhance public
understanding of Parliament and citizen participation beyond voting will
also be discussed.

<><>ANAND/RISHU/1221

BS DP-1 14.01.2026

BJP-RAHUL GANDHI

BJP today criticized senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi over his
remarks against Prime Minister Narendra Modi regarding people of Tamil
Nadu during his visit to the state. Briefing media in New Delhi, BJP
spokesperson Guru Prakash Paswan said that over the past 11 years, no
other leader has demonstrated the level of sensitivity and respect towards



Tamil language, culture, and civilizational heritage that Prime Minister Modi
has shown. He said that on every global platform Prime Minister Modi has
firmly represented Tamil identity with respect and sensitivity.

(BYTE

Mr Gandhi during his visit to Tamil Nadu had accused Mr Modi of
suppressing the voice of Tamil people.

<><>ANAND/BHANU/1417

BS DP-1
14.01.2026

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department, IMD has said that cold wave to
severe cold wave conditions will prevail over Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh till tomorrow. However, the weather agency has forecast dense
to very dense fog over Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh and Uttar
Pradesh for the next two days. The Met Department has also predicted
dense fog over Bihar, Uttarakahnd, Odisha, Jammu, Himachal Pradesh,
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam and Meghalaya for the next
three days. Meanwhile, cold wave conditions will continue to prevail over
Rajasthan and Jharkhand till tomorrow.

<><>ANAND/RISHU/1304

SANJIO EP-I 14.01.2026
EVE RAJNATH VETERANS DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said veterans of the armed
forces are the living pillars of national consciousness, symbols of collective
courage, and sources of inspiration for future generations. Addressing the
Armed Forces Veterans’ Day in New Delhi, the Minister said that the
veterans contribute to every front of nation-building and guide the society
with their qualities such as discipline, leadership, and courage. Mr Singh
stressed that the colour of the uniform and place of work for veterans may
change, but the feeling of patriotism and service remains the same.

(BYTE-RAJINATH



Mr Singh urged the veterans to guide the youth through their
experiences and provide the right direction to Agniveers and young
soldiers. He also urged them to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the civil
administration in emergencies when needed. The Defence Minister
underlined that the participation of veterans in the field of education, skill
development, and disaster management, among others, can leave a
positive and lasting impact on future generations.

(BYTE-RAJINATH)

Mr Singh reiterated the government's commitment to ensuring that
the lives of veterans are filled with dignity, equipped with security, and
brimming with self-satisfaction. Underlining the importance of health
facilities for veterans, the Minister said that the government is continuously
strengthening the Ex-Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme. He added
that the long-standing demand for One Rank One Pension has been
fulfilled by the government.

On the occasion, Mr. Singh remembered the brave ex-
servicemen who were part of Operation Pawan, launched in Sri
Lanka for peacekeeping purposes as part of the Indian
Peacekeeping Force nearly 40 years ago. He said that during the
operation, Indian forces displayed extraordinary courage, but
their valour, sacrifices and struggles did not receive the respect
they deserved. He highlighted that today, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi, the central government is openly
acknowledging the contributions of the peacekeeping soldiers
who participated in Operation Pawan and is also in the process of
recognising their contributions at every level.

<><>ANKIT/ BHANU/1605

SANJIO EP-II
14-01-2026
CRICKET- ODI TARGET

In Men’s Cricket, hosts India have set a target of 285 runs for New
Zealand in the second ODI of three-match series in Rajkot. Put in to bat
first, India posted 284 runs for the loss of seven wickets in stipulated 50
overs. For the hosts, KL Rahul scored highest 112 runs not out off 92 balls,



while the skipper scored 56 off 53 runs. Earlier, the visitors won the toss
and opted to field first. Indian team is currently leading the series 1-nil
after winning the first ODI by four wickets at Vadodara on Sunday. The
third and final match of the series will be played in Indore on 18th of this
month. <><><>

PARAS/ NET /1721 HRS

SANJIO EP-1
14.01.2026

FUR REV MEA-IRAN ADVISORY

India today strongly advised its nationals to avoid travelling to Iran
as the security situation in the country has deteriorated further. Ministry of
External Affairs MEA in a fresh advisory said, in view of the ongoing
developments in Iran, Indian nationals are once again strongly advised to
avoid travel to the Islamic Republic of Iran until further notice. In a
previous advisory issued on 5th of this month, the MEA had urged its
nationals to avoid non-essential travel to Iran. It had also asked Indian
citizens and Persons of Indian Origin, PIOs residing in Iran to exercise due
caution and avoid visiting areas of protests. MEA said, Indian nationals
living in Iran on resident-visas are advised to register with the Indian
Embassy, if not already done so. The emergency contact helplines of the
Indian Embassy in Tehran are +989128109115; +989128109109;
+989128109102; +989932179359. The Embassy can also be reached
through email at cons.tehran@mea.gov.in.

<><>ANUPAM/RISHU/1828



