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PRAGATI SPECIAL STORY - INFRASTRUCTURE

Prime Minister’s flagship platform for Pro-Active Governance and Timely
Implementation, PRAGATI, has marked a significant milestone with the successful
conduct of its 50th meeting. Since its launch by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2015,
PRAGATI has transformed governance by enabling real-time monitoring and resolution
of key infrastructure projects and public grievances through direct Prime Ministerial
review. The platform exemplifies cooperative federalism, bringing together the Centre,
States, and Union Ministries on a single digital interface. Over a decade, PRAGATI has
helped accelerate decision-making, resolution of issues causing delay in key
infrastructure projects, and instilled a strong culture of accountability. Today, in this
special series, we take a look at Housing and Infrastructure Initiatives being taken to
transform country's urban landscape. A report:

(V/C - DIPENDRA/SUPARNA)

India’s urban transition is emerging as a major driver of economic growth
and social transformation. Urban areas are currently home to over 48 crore
people and projected to cross 60 crore by 2030. This rapid pace of

urbanisation is placing growing pressure on housing, transport water and
sanitation systems, and urban governance. Over the past decade, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has adopted a mission-mode approach
to urban development. Seven key urban schemes have been reviewed across
twelve PRAGATI meetings by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, underlining

their strategic importance and the need for close monitoring at the highest
level. These projects include the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban, the

Smart Cities Mission, and the PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi scheme.
Fourteen key projects worth more than two lakh 37 thousand crore rupees
have also been reviewed under the PRAGATI mechanism. Four of these
projects have already been commissioned, while ten are under

implementation. The directions issued during PRAGATI reviews have
strengthened accountability, improved coordination between ministries and
states, resolved _implementation bottlenecks, and accelerated project
execution. Under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban, more than one crore
18 lakh housing units have been sanctioned nationwide, with over 88 lakh
houses already completed. The Smart Cities Mission has reached an
advanced stage, covering 100 cities. Urban livelihoods continue to receive
focused support through PM SVANidhi, with over 96 lakh loans amounting to
nearly 13 thousand 800 crore rupees disbursed to more than 80 lakh street
vendors. The Prime Minister’s vision for the housing and urban affairs sector
emphasises inclusive, sustainable, and technology-enabled cities that ensure
dignified living and economic opportunity for all. With Dipendra Kumar,
Suparna Saikia, Aksahvani News Delhi.
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ECI- CEOs CONFERENCE

The Election Commission of India (ECI) today held a conference of Chief
Electoral Officers (CEOs) in New Delhi. This meeting was held in the run-up to the India
International Conference on Democracy and Election Management (IICDEM) to be held
from the 21st to the 23rd of this month at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar along with Election Commissioners Dr. Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi apprised the participants about the nuances of
IICDEM 2026 and their specific roles. During the conference, the CEOs also discussed
the 36 thematic groups that will be led by respective CEOs at IICDEM 2026. The
themes encompass all aspects of election management and are aimed at developing a
body of knowledge building on the rich and varied experiences of the EMBs.

IICDEM 2026 will be the largest global conference of its kind hosted by India in
the field of election management and democracy. It will be attended by nearly 100
international delegates representing Election Management Bodies (EMBs) from across
the world. Representatives from international organisations, foreign missions in India,
and academic experts will also participate in the event.

The conference will also see participation from leading academic institutions,
including 4 IITs, 6 IIMs, 12 NLUs and IIMC, with 36 thematic groups led by CEOs of
States and Union Territories and national and international academic experts
contributing to deliberations.

BJP ECONOMY

The BJP today asserted that the Indian economy is registering robust growth and
steadily moving towards becoming the third-largest economy in the world, despite
global challenges and economic and geopolitical turmoil. Addressing a press conference
at the BJP headquarters in New Delhi, party spokesperson Gopal Krishna Agarwal, citing
the GDP advance estimates, said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, strong growth is being witnessed across several key sectors, including
manufacturing, agriculture and the rural economy, the labour-intensive construction
sector, and the housing sector.

(S/B: GK Agarwal)

The spokesperson said that Goods and Services Tax (GST) collections are
registering consistent month-on-month growth despite a drastic cut in GST rates as part
of next-generation GST reforms. He also said that exports have reached their highest-
ever level of 419 billion dollars between April and September last year, despite global
headwinds and protectionist measures adopted by many countries.

PM - INDIAN AI STRAT UPs

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today chaired the roundtable with Indian Al Start-
Ups at his residence in New Delhi. Ahead of the India AI Impact Summit 2026 to be
held in India next month, twelve Indian Al start-ups who have qualified for the AI for
ALL: Global Impact Challenge attended the roundtable. During the meeting, they
presented their ideas and work. These Start-ups are working in a diverse set of areas
including Indian language foundation models, 3D content using generative Al for e-



commerce, marketing, and personalized content creation, engineering simulations,
healthcare diagnostics and medical research, among others.

During the meeting, Prime Minister highlighted the importance of artificial
intelligence in bringing about transformation in society. He noted that India will host the
India AI Impact Summit next month, through which the country will play a major role in
the technology sector. Mr Modi emphasised that startups and Al entrepreneurs are the
co-architects of India’s future and said that the country has immense capacity for both
innovation and large-scale implementation. He added that India should present a
unique AI model to the world that reflects the spirit of Made in India, Made for the
World. Mr Modi said that the world’s trust in India and emphasised the need to ensure
that Indian AI models are ethical, unbiased, transparent, and based on data privacy
principles. Prime Minister Modi said startups should also work towards global leadership
from India, and noted that India can promote affordable AI, inclusive AI, and frugal
innovation globally. He also suggested that Indian AI models should be distinct and
should promote local and indigenous content and regional languages.

The Al Start-Ups commended India’s strong commitment to advancing the
artificial intelligence ecosystem in the country. They highlighted the rapid growth and
vast future potential of the AI sector. The leaders said that India now offers a robust
and enabling environment for AI development, firmly placing the country on the global
AI map. The meeting was attended by CEOs, Heads and representatives of Indian Al
start-ups including Avataar, BharatGen, Intellihealth, Sarvam, Tech Mahindra and
Zenteiq. Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw
and Minister of State Jitin Prasada were also present during the meeting.

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL- NCC CADETS

Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh, has emphasised that
dignity and patriotism are essential values for every individual to become a responsible
citizen. Addressing NCC cadets during his visit to the NCC Republic Day Camp 2026 in
New Delhi today, he said this awareness must be kept alive by contributing wherever
possible. Highlighting Operation Sindoor, Air Chief Marshal Singh said it created a sense
of awareness across the country about the importance of doing something for the
nation. He also said that cultural events from various states convey a common message
of unity.

S/B AMAR PREET SINGH
https://x.com/PTI_News/status/2009160024095076401?s=20

ED SEARCHES- GOVT JOB SCAM

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) is conducting searches in a Fake Government
Job Scam against an organized gang, across the country. The agency said that the
scam was initially detected in the name of Indian Railways. However, the investigation
revealed that it covers over 40 other Government organisations and departments
including Forest, RRB, India Post, Income Tax, High Court, PWD, Bihar Government,
DDA, Rajasthan Secretariat and others.

Searches are ongoing at 15 locations in 13 cities of six states. This includes



Muzaffarpur and Motihari in Bihar, Kolkata in West Bengal, Ernakulam, Pandalam,
Adoor, and Kodur in Kerala, Chennai in Tamil Nadu, Rajkot in Gujarat and Gorakhpur,
Allahabad and Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh.

ED noted that the gang used fake email accounts, impersonating official
government domains to send fraudulent joining letters. The probe agency added that,
to gain trust, the gang made initial salary payments for 2-3 months to some victims,
who were placed in roles like RPF, TTE, and Technician in Indian Railways.
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A group of students from Arunachal Pradesh today called on
President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The students visited
Rashtrapati Bhavan as part of a National Integration Tour.

The National Integration Tours are educational and motivational
tours for youth with an aim to provide an insight into the rich heritage of
the country.
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