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REV. GADKARI - BITUMEN

Road, Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has
said that India has become the first country in the world to
commercially produce bio-bitumen in the road construction.
Bitumen is a black viscous mixture of hydrocarbons produced by
fractionation of crude oil, and it serves as a crucial binder in road
construction.

While addressing the CSIR Technology Transfer Ceremony in New
Delhi, the Minister congratulated CSIR for this historic milestone. Mr
Gadkari said that the initiative will help in reducing pollution from crop
residue burning. The Minister said that bio-bitumen is a transformative step
towards the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

BYTE NITN GADKARI
https://x.com/nitin_gadkari/status/2008810711892570414?s=2
0

Speaking on this occasion, Science and Technology Minister Dr
Jitendra Singh said that by achieving this milestone, India has entered into
the new era of clean and green highways. He said that the initiative will
also aid the Waste to Wealth mission and support country's vision of Atma
Nirbhar Bharat.
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GDP-GROWTH

The real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has been estimated to grow
by 7.4 per cent in 2025-26 against the growth rate of 6.5 per cent during
the last fiscal year. As per the first advance estimates of GDP for the
current financial year, the real GDP is estimated to attain a level of over
201 lakh crore rupees in the current financial year, against the provisional
estimates of GDP for 2024-25 of over 187 lakh crore rupees.

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation said, the
buoyant growth in services sector has been found to be a major driver in
the estimated real growth. The Ministry said, trade, hotels, transport,
communication and services related to broadcasting sector has been
estimated to grow by 7.5 per cent during this fiscal. The manufacturing
and construction in the secondary sector has been estimated to achieve a
growth rate of seven per cent.

<><>DIPENDRA/1651
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REV PM - NETANYAHU

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu today over phone and discussed ways to further
strengthen India-Israel Strategic Partnership. During the conversation,
both leaders identified shared priorities to strengthen the India-
Israel Strategic Partnership, guided by shared democratic values,
deep mutual trust and a forward-looking vision. They reiterated
zero-tolerance approach towards terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations and reaffirmed their commitment to fight this
menace. The two leaders also exchanged New Year greetings and
wished the people of both countries peace and prosperity.

<><>SUPARNA/1637 hrs
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07-01-26
CHHATTISGARH NAXALS

In Chhattisgarh's Sukma district, 26 Naxalites surrendered today,
including 13 who were carrying a collective bounty of 65 lakh rupees.
According to the Superintendent of Police Kiran Chavan, the cadres,
including seven women, turned themselves in before senior police and
CRPF officials, under the Poona Margem rehabilitation initiative. Chavan
added they were active in the People's Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA)
battalion, South Bastar division, Maad division and Andhra Odisha Border
division of Maoists and were involved in several incidents of violence in
Abujhmad, Sukma in Chhattisgarh and bordering areas of Odisha. The
cadres said they were also impressed by the state government's surrender
and rehabilitation policy of the state government. All the surrendered
Naxalites were provided an assistance of Rs 50,000 each and will be
further rehabilitated as per the government's policy.

SAKSHI/PTI/1345 HRS
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IMD - COLD WAVE

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold wave
conditions over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Odisha and Rajasthan over
the next two days. It has also predicted cold wave conditions over Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Vidarbha and Chhattisgarh for tomorrow. IMD has
forecast gradual fall in minimum temperatures by 2 to 3 degree Celsius
over Delhi, Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh during the next 24 hours.

The weather agency has forecast dense to very dense fog in Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh and Uttar Pradesh during the next two days. The
dense fog is also expected over Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Uttrakhand and the north-
eastern parts of the country.

Meanwhile, dense fog conditions have disrupted train services in
several parts of the country. According to Northern Railways, more than 50
Delhi-bound trains are running late due to low visibility conditions in the
morning.

<><>DIPENDRA/1330
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SOMNATH SWABHIMAN PARV

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will will visit Somnath in Gujarat on
Sunday and attend ‘Somnath Swabhiman Parv’ as year-long activities have
been planned at Somnath. The year 2026 marks one thousand years since
the first attack on Somnath took place.

The Somnath Swabhiman Parv will be observed from tomorrow 8th
January to 11th January, featuring year-long spiritual, cultural, and social
activities. The celebrations also coincide with the upcoming 75th
anniversary of the restored temple's inauguration, which was led by Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel in 1951.

The Prime Minister in his recent article noted that while aggressors of
the past have faded into history, the temple stands tall as a testament to
the unbreakable courage of the Indian people.

Noted historian and Padmashree awardee, Vishnu Pandya, shared his
insights on the deep historical and cultural significance of this milestone.

(BYTE : VISHNU PANDYA)
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INDIA ENERGY WEEK

India Energy Week 2026 will be organised in Goa from 27th of this
month. The four days event will bring together government leaders,
industry executives and innovators to advance a secure, sustainable and
affordable energy future. Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry said, the
event will focus on strengthening energy security, catalysing investment
and advancing practical and scalable pathways for decarbonisation. The
delegations from the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the
Asia-Pacific region are expected to participate in the programme. According
to the International Energy Agency’s World Energy Outlook 2025, India
alone is projected to account for more than 23 per cent of global
incremental energy demand by 2050, largest for any country. India has
continued to strengthen domestic exploration and infrastructure to
enhance long-term energy security. Petrol retail outlets have expanded
from around 52 thousand in 2014 to over one lakh in 2025.

ISRO - PSLV C62
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will launch the PSLV-
C62 mission on 12th of this month. In a social media post, ISRO



announced that the satellite will be launched from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh at 10:17 AM.

The primary payload of the mission is Earth Observation Satellite,
EOS-N1, an imaging satellite developed for strategic purposes by the
Defence Research and Development Organisation. The mission will also
carry 18 co-passenger satellites from various Indian and international
users.

TEXTILE CONFERENCE

The National Textiles Ministers” Conference 2026 will begin tomorrow
in Guwahati, Assam. The two-day Conference aims to provide a platform
for deliberations on policy, investment, sustainability, exports,
infrastructure development, and technological advancement in the textile
sector. The Textile Ministry said, the conference aligns with the
government’s vision of positioning India as a global textile manufacturing
hub by 2030, with a focus on boosting exports, employment generation,
and inclusive growth. The Conference will be held under the theme India’s
Textiles: Weaving Growth, Heritage and Innovation, will bring together
Textile Ministers and senior officials from States and Union Territories
across the nation.

JAISHANKAR - LUXEMBOURG

India has criticised Pakistan for running training camps for decades to
support terrorism in the country and efforts to normalising it. External
Affairs Minister, Dr S Jaishankar said this while addressing media in
Luxembourg. The Minister that India will deal with the countries that are
helpful in a different way and the countries do the kind of things which
Pakistan does in a different way.

(S/B: Jaishankar)



